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MINUTES, Ge. 


Martis, 159 die Martii 1785. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt- 


ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland, 


E Committee being informed, That the Commiſfioners 


of the Cuſtoms; and alſo, that the Commiſſioners of the 
Exciſe attended, according to Order ; 


The Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms were called in to the 
Bar— 
And they were aſked, 


Whether they had ſeen and conſidered the Reſolutions of the 
Iriſh Parliament, of the 12th of February, 17857 
To which the ſaid Commithoners anſwered, 


That they had only ſeen them in the News- papers, or caſually ; 
but not confidered them at all :—That they meant that they had 
not conſidered them officially, or deliberated upon them at all. 


They were then aſked, 
Whether, in a general View, they conſidered the ſaid Propoſi- 
tions as likely to affect the Mode of collecting the Revenue? 


And then they were directed to withdraw. 


Reſelved, That the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms be again 
called in, and informed, chat the 3 deſire they will take 
Into 
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into their Conſideration, the following Queſtion, and be ready to 
deliver their Anſwer thereto, and their Obſervations thereupon, 


as far as their Information vill enable them to do ſo, 
ſhall be again ordered to attend this Committee, 


The Queſtion is this, 
Whether they are of Opinion, that the Reſalutions of the Iriſh 

Patliament, of the 12th of February laſt, are likely, if carried 
into Execution, to affect the Execution of the Laws of Cuſtoms, 
for the Protection of Trade, or the Revenue under their Manage- 
ment, and the mode of collecting the ſame, and in what Manner; 
taking into their Conſideration the Alteration which will or may 
be made by the ſaĩd Reſolutions in the Duties,” Bounties, Draw- 
backs, and Prohibitions, which now affect the Trade and Ma- 
nufactures of this Kingdom? 


when they 


Then the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms were again called in, 
and acquainted with the ſaid Reſolution. | 


Whereupon they informed the Committee, That they would 
uſe their beſt Endeavours to obey the Commands of the Com- 
mitteee in the ſpeedieſt and moſt effectual Manner; and for that 
Purpoſe they deſired that the Reſolution of the Committee might 
be ſent to them, and that they might be allowed to return their 
Anſwer alſoin Writing z—that by theſe Means they would be leſs 
liable to Miſconceptions and Miſtakes, and would be enabled to 
deliberate upon theſe extenſive and important Subjects at their own 
Office, where alone they had any Materials to direct and deter- 
mine their Judgment that this Method was allowed and ap- 
proved by the Committee appointed in the laſt Parliament to en- 
- quire-1nto the illicit Practices uſed in defrauding the Revenue :— 

And they alſo defired to be furniſhed with an authentic Copy of 

the Iriſh Reſolutions, ce cee Hato x 
| Whereuypon the Chairman of the Committee informed them, 
that a Copy of the Reſolution now read to them, and alſo a 
-printed Copy of the Iriſh Reſolutions, ſhould be ſent to them. 

And then they were directed to withdraw. 
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| Reſolved, That the Commiſſioners of Exciſe be called in, and 
informed, that the Committae deſire that they will take into 
their Conſideration the following Queſtion, and be ready to de- 
liver their Anſwer thereto, and their Obſervations thereupon, as 
far as their Information will enable them to do ſo, when they 
Thall be again ordered to attend this Committee. Th 
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The Queſtion is this, 

Whether they are of Opinion, that the Reſolutions of the Iriſh 
Parliament, of the 12th of February laſt, are likely, if carried 
into Execution, to affect the Execution of the Laws of Exciſe, 
or the Revenue under their Management, and the Mode of col- 
lecting the ſame, and in, what Manner; taking 94 their Conſi- 
deration the Alteration which will or may be made by the ſaid 
Reſolutions in the Duties, Bounties, Drawbacks, and Prohibiti- 
2 which now affect the Trade and ManufaQures of this King- 
r ns un 
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And the ſaid Commiſſioners of Exciſe were called in, and ac - 
quainted therewith; and they were informed by the Chairman of 
the Committee, that a Copy of the ſaid Reſolution, and a printed 
Copy of the Iriſh Reſolutions, ſhould be alſo ſent to them. 


And then they were directed to withdraw, 


- COTE OO IeD To report a Progreſs, and 
e e ee ax Leave to ſit again, 
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HE Committee was moved, That that Part of the Exami- 


nation of Meſſieurs Walker and Richardſon, which is in 


Page 30 * of the printed-Report of the Lords of che Capamittee 
of Council, appointed · for the Conſideration of all Matters relating 
t Trade and Foreign Plantations, upon the Tw Queſtions refer- 


red to them y His Majeſty's Order in Council of the 1 ach of, Ja- 
nuary, 1785, might be read; ET 


And the ſame was read accordingly, and is as follows t / 


% Q. You have faid,. That if England and Ireland were put 

upon equal Terms with reſpe& to Duties and Bounties upon 
& their Cotton ManufaQtures, they will naturally ſupply them- 
4c ſelves with Cotton Goods for their internal Conſumption ; do 
« you mean that the Iriſh Manufacturer will ſupply the Iriſh Mar- 
« ket, and the Engliſh Manufacturer the Engliſh Market ? 5 

5 A. We apprehend the Iriſh Manufacturer will have the Ad- 

& vantage, and may in Time even ſupply the Engliſh Market. 


% Q. If the Cotton Manufactures of Ireland are made ſubject 
4 to a Duty of Ten and a Half per Cent. on Importation into 
«© Great Britain, do you apprehend the Iriſh Manufacturer will 


<< be able to ſupply the Engliſh Market, to the Detriment of the 


7 Cotton Trade of this Country? 

5% A. If the Cotton Trade of this Country was protected by 
« a Duty of Ten and a Half per Cent. upon the Importation of 
«© Cotton Goods from Ireland into this Country, we apprehend it 
«© would be a ſufficient Security to our Trade for the Home Con- 


“ ſumption.” 


And the Committee being informed, That Counſel attended 
on the Part of the Petition of the Callicoe Manufactures and 


— 


* The Page, in this Inſtance, and in others where this Report is men- 


tioned, throughout theſe MinuTx8, refers to the Report as printed by Or- 
der of the Houſe of Commons, "TPM | 


Printers, 
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Printers, of the County Palatine of Lancaſter, and Counties ad 
acemt. my 55 ; or * 
: The Counſel (Mr. Garrow) was called in; 

And the ſaid Petition was read; ſetting forth, That the Peti- 
tioners are exceedingly alarmed at the Reſolutions brought before 
the Houſe relating to the Commercial Regulations betwixt Great- 
Britain and Ireland, which, if carried into Effect, they have no 
Doubt will, in their Conſequences, be greatly injurious to the 
Commerce and Manufactures of this Country; and that the prin- 
cipal Part of the Expence in the various Articles of the Cotton and 
Callicoe Manufacture, together with the Printing, conſiſts in the 
Price of Labour, which is greatly enhanced by the many heavy 
Taxes with which this Country is burthened; and the People of 
Ireland being, in a great Meaſure, free from Taxes, the Price of 
Labour is conſequently very low; and that, to carry on the ſame 
Extent of Buſineſs in this Country as in Ireland, a much gteater 
Capital will be required, on account of the Difference in the 
Price of Labour, and che very heavy Duties on the Bleaching and 
Printing Cotton Goods: From theſe Conſiderations the Petitioners 
have ſuthcient Reaſon to fear that this valuable Brane of Manu- 
facture, which at preſent is,.computed to employ upwards of five 
hundred thouſand People, will be 1fitediately very much injur- 
ed, and the Conſumption of this Country will iin Time be wholly 
ſupplied by the Manufacturers of Icetand ; and that the Petition- 
ers 'are apprehenfive that no Harry laid on the Importation of 
Iriſh Manufactures will be a ſufficient Secutity to the Britiſh Ma- 
nufacturer, as it is well known that high Duties continually ope- 
rate as an Inducement to ſmuggle: And therefore praying, That 
the Houſe will take the fame into Conſideration, and prevent 
thoſe Reſolutions from paſſing into a Law; and that they may be 
heard, by themſelves or Counſel, in Support of the Allegations 


Then the ſaid Counſel informed the Committee, That being 
called upon on a ſudden to attend this ene upon the pre- 
ſent Oecaſion, and not being therefore fully inſtructed, he deſired 
to be allowed to call his Witneſſes firſt, and make his Obſervations 
on the Evidence after it was given z—which being permitted to be 
done, he called K * | | 
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Of what Buſineſs are you? 
A Callicoe Manufacturer and Printer. 


What Number'of Perſons do you employ, diſtinguiſhing thoſe 
—__— ed in the Manufacture from thoſe employed in the Print- 


215 the Manufacture 1 employ Six thouſand—in the Printing 
Eight hundre t. ; | 


What is the Amount of Exciſe Duty paid by your Houſe alone 
upon the Manufacture? * : L 

I pay £. 20, ooo per Annum. 0 | 

Whether there are any Duties paid on the Manufacture of Cot- 
ton Goods in Ireland ? . | e 913 110; 

There are none. 


What is the Proportion of the Price of Labour to the Price of 
the Raw Material uſed in the ManufaQure carried on by you ? 
In the common Articles of our Manufacture, of which there is 
the greateſt Conſumption, a little more than Half the Coſt conſiſts 
na In high priced Goods 7-8ths of the Coſt conſiſts in 
n | 


What is the common Price of Labour paid to the Perſons em- 
ployed in your ManufaQtory? _ | 
83. per Week per Man. 


+ 


Do you know what is the common Price of Labour paid to the 
W People employed in the Linen Manufacture in Ire- 
and?“ | hot TP 


© From the beſt Information J have been able to [get, the Price 
is from 4s. to 5s. per Week, Tag | 


As you have ſtated, that you pay to the Exciſe Duty to the 

Amount of . 20, ooo per Annum, is not a confiderable Part of 

your Capital employed in the Advance of thoſe Duties ? 
About L.15 per Cent. of the Capital is employed for the Duties: 


What is the Increaſe of Capital required by the Engliſh Manu- 
facturer on account of Advance of Duties, and the Difference of 
Price of Labour in this Country and Ireland? 
£20 per Cent. on the Goods manufactured. 

| | Whether 
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Whether a Perſon who has been employed as 2 Weaver in the 


Cotton Manufactory can weave Linen with equal Facility ? 
Equally as well. 


Can the Linen Weaver with equal Facility weave Cotton? 
Yes, he can. 


You have ſtated, that Labour in Ireland is conſiderably lower 
than in England, in what Proportion would that Difference affect 
the Goods when · manufactured? 

In common Articles the Difference would be C. 20 per Cent; 
in fine Goods the Difference would be ſtill greater. 


If the Cotton Trade of this Country was protected by a Duty 
of L. io per Cent. impoſed on the importation of Cotton Goods 
from Ireland to this Country, do you apprehend that the Iriſh 
Manufacturer will be able to ſupply the Engliſh Market, to the 
Detriment of the Cotton Trade of this Country ? - 

I certainly think that the Iriſh Manufacturer would be able to 
ſend his Goods into England L.12 or . 13 per Cent. (after 
paying the L.10F per Cent.) cheaper than the Engliſh Manufac- 
turer, becauſe of the increaſed Capital required by the Engliſh 
Manufacturer, as well as the advanced price of Labour. 


If the Reſolutions of the Iriſh Parliament ſhould be adopted by 
the Legiſlature of this Country, do you ſuppoſe that the Price 
of Labour in Ireland will increaſe, ſo as to remove the Inequa- 
licy which you have ſtated to this Committee? 

1 cannot conceive that the Price of Labour in Ireland can be 
much increaſed, whilſt the Taxes in that Country are fo incon- 
ſiderable, unleſs the Trade to this Country ſhould be ſo con- 
ſiderable as very much to injure the Manufactures of Great 
Britain. - 


If Ireland has hitherto poſſeſſed the Advantages you have ſtated, 
how has it happened that you have exported confiderable Quan- 
tities of Printed Goods to that Kingdom? _ 

We are ſuperior to the Iriſh in Printing; and as they have 
not had an Opportunity of ſending Cotton Goods into this 
Country, we printed our own Manufactures for that Trade ; but 
if the Printing ſhould continue in this Country, we ſhall un- 
doubtedly loſe the manufacturing thoſe Goods not only for the 
Conſumption of that Country, but of Great Britain, and the 
Manufacture employs Nineteen Perſons for Ore to the Print- 


ing. 
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If Iriſh Printed Goods ſhould be permitted to be imported into 
this Country, ſubje& to Duties, do you apprehend that the 
Payment of thofe Duties will be evaded, and the Goods imported 

clandeſtinely ? Fa 
Ihe heavy Duties paid upon our Manufactures, with the Ad- 
dition of . io per Cent. on the Importation, would offer ſuch 
an Advantage to the Smuggler, that 7 is to be feared very great 
Quantities would come into this Country, without paying any 
Duty, as it would be very difficult to tell whether oPiece of 
Iriſh Manufacture had paid the Duty or not, if the T a8 


open. 


Can you ſtate to the Committee any other Objection drawn 
from the Detriment which in your Judgment would follow to the 
Manufactures of this Country, as Reaſons againſt the adopting 
the Reſolutions of the Iriſh Parliament ? 

If the Iriſh are allowed to ſend their Goods to the Engliſh 
Market, they will not only injure us in our Home Trade, but we 
have great Reaſon to fear that they will draw ſo much Ready 
Money from this Country, as to enable them to give Credit to fo- 
reign Countries, and very materially injure that Trade. 


Whether the Perſons employed in your Manufacture, to the 
Amount of Six Thouſand Eight hundred, contribute largely to 
the Revenue of this Country by the Conſumption of Articles 
charged with Exciſe Duty? 4 

I ſhould think they muſt be very ſerviceable to the Revenue 
in conſuming thoſe Articles which are charged with Exciſe 
Duties, | 


Examined by Members of the Committee. 


You will inform the Committee whether 83. is the Price 
paid to the principal Perſons concerned in the Manufactory; 
and whether there are not others who, receive much lower 
Wages? | | 

I reckon 8s. to be the Avetage Price of Labour that we pay 
to Men in our ManufaQure. | 


What is the Price paid to Women employed in the Manu- 
fature? | ny ef reg 
About 5s. per Week. 


What is the Average Price paid to Children employed in 
the Manufacture? ; 


From 15, 6d. to 46. per Week. [ 
| n 
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In carrying on the Manufacture, on an Average, what is the 
Number of Women and Children employed, compared with the 
Number of Men, on an Average ? 

I never made ſuch an eſtimate—it is impoſſible to tell with any 
Kind of Accuracy. | 


Is it one Half, or two Thirds; can you ſay in general, 
though not accurately ? 


I ſhould ſuppoſe the Number of Men not to be One Third. 


Can you ſay in general what is the Number of Children, come 
pared with the Women, employed in the Manufacture. 

It is impoſſible to form any Kind of Judginent, in my 
Opinion. 


Whether you do not pay the Manufacturers every Week ou 
whether from thence you cannot ſay what that Proportion is? 


We are paying People every Day, when they bring i in their 
Work. 


Whether a conſiderable Part of the Work in this Manufacture, 


particularly in the Firſt Stage of it, is not performed 1 Ma- 
chines ? 


With the Aſſiſtance of Hand Labour. 


You have given an Account of the Price of Labour in Ireland 
—do you mean that for the Price paid to Men only, or, on the 
Average, to Men, Women, and Children? 

To Men only. 


Whether, in the Linen Manufacture, the ſame Mills are made 
uſe of as in the Cotton Manufacture, in the Firſt Stages of the 
Manufacture? 

The ſame Machines are not made uſe of i in the Linen Manu- 
facture i in the early Stages of it. 


Are any other Machines of the ſame Sort made uſe of? 


Not of the ſame Sort—there are Machines uſed in the Linen 
Manufacture. 


Is the Labour in the Linen Manufacture abridged by the Ma- 


chine, as it is in the Cotton Manufacture, in any, and what 
Proportion? 


believe it is not abridged in the ſame Manner. 


Have not the Triſh ManufaRuurers in Linen a great © 

by having the Linen Yarn cheaper than in Great Britain ? 
[ * think * certainly had an Advantage. 
C Whether, 


. 
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Whether, notwithſtanding the Cheapneſs of Labour in Ireland, 
the Cheapneſs of the Raw Material, there not being the ſame 
Uſe of Machines, and that the Iriſh Linen is imported Duty- 
free, there does not exiſt a very great Linen Manufacture in this 
Country ? | 
do not believe there does exiſt a very great Linen Manu- 


facture in England. 


Whether the ſame Circumſtances do not exiſt with reſpedt to 


the Manufacture of Scotland; and whether there does not exiſt 
very great Linen Manufacture in Scotland? 


I believe there does exiſt a Manufacture of Linen in Scotland, 
but J cannot tell to what Extent. 


Whether you do not know that the Linen Manufactures of 
Great Britain have, for many Veats laſt paſt, been greatly in- 
creaſing gradually ? 

I am not able to ſpeak to that point. 


Do you know what is the Price of Labour in Scotland ? 
I have heard that the Price of Labour in Scotland is lower than 
in England, but I do not know in what Proportion. 


Can you ſay what is the Difference of the Price of Labour be- 
tween Ireland and Scotland ? 

I cannot ſay preciſely—T believe it is lower in Ireland than 
in Scotland. : : 


What is the Value per Cent. of Freight of Cotton Goods from 
Ireland to Great Britain, including Port Charges? 


About /. 2 per Cent. I believe, on our Goods. 


What do you rate per Cent. the Amount of the Duty laid laft 
Year on Cotton Goods in England ? 
L-15 per Cent. 


State to the Committee on what Eſtimate you form that 
Calculation ? 

'The old Duty on Printing is 3d. per Yard, the new my 
on Bleaching 1d. per Yard—the Average Price of the Goods 
when finiſhed is about 25. 34. per Yard. 


Whether the Duty of laſt Year is not drawn back on Ex- 
portation ? | 


All Duties on our Goods are drawn back on Exportation. 


If a Duty of /. 1i0oꝶ per Cent. ad Valorem, is added to the 
Inland or Exciſe Duty now paid on our Cotton Goods, on the 


Impor- 
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Importation of the like Goods into Great Britain from Ireland, 
together with the Price of Freight, do you think you have any 
Reaſon to apprehend a Competition between the Manufactures 
in our Market ? 

There till will remain an Advantage of L. 12 or . 13 per 
Cent. in Favour of the Iriſh Manufacture. 


State in what Manner. 

By an Advantage of /. 20 per Cent. which he derives from the 
low Price of Labour on the common Articles, and an Advantage 
of {.30 per Cent. on the fine Articles, which, added to the 
Advantage he derives by not employing mere than Two Thirds 
of the Capital required by the Engliſh Manufacturer to the ſame 
Quantity of Buſineſs, I reckon it to be at leaſt from J. 12 to 


£13 per Cent. 


Will not this Burthen upon the Capital affect in like Manner 
the Iriſh Manufacture, from the Time that the Duty is paid on 
Importation to the Time of Sale? | 

So far Different, that the Engliſh Manufacturer is in Advance 
for Part of the Duties Nine Months before the Goods are ready 
for the Market, and the other Part of the Duties at leaſt Six 
Months, and the Iriſh Manufacture is ready for the Market when 
imported into this Country. 


Whether the Cotton Goods of this Country have not always 


been ſubje& to a Duty of C. ioꝶ per Cent, on the Importation 
into Ireland? | 


Ever ſince I can remember. 


Has there not, during that Time, been a great Importation 
of our Cotton Goods into Ireland ? 
Of Printed Cotton Goods, 


Whether not of Fuſtians ? | 
I am not in that Manufacture, and therefore can't ſpeak to it. 


Have not the Iriſh, during that Time, had full Liberty of 
manufacturing Cotton Goods for their own Conſumption, or for 
Foreign Markets, if they choſe it? 

I believe they had for their own Conſumption, but it is only 


of late Date that they have had an Opportunity of ſupplying 
Foreign Markets with them. ns 


How has it happened, that if the Iriſh can manufacture ſo much 
cheaper than we can here, they have for ſo long a Period, at ſo 
great a Diſadvantage of Duties and Freight, taken the Cotton 

! "V4 Goods 
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Goods of this Country, and have not manufactured them for 
themſelves? _ | 

They have only taken our Printed Cottons for a Reaſon I have 
already aſſigned, that Printing is done better in this Country than 
in Ireland. : 


Will not the ſame Skill, if it exiſts, operate equally in Favour 
of the other Parts of the Manufacture? 
I think not, becauſe the. Succeſs in Printing depends in a great 
Meaſure on Taſte and Ingenuityz but in the ManufaQure of 
Cottons nothing is required but common Manual Labour. 


. Have we not a Superiority in our Cotton ManufaQtures over 
all foreign Countries ? | | 

The Superiority, if we have it, is of that Nature that it can 
be eaſily removed into a neighbouring Kingdom; and ſo much 
am I ſatisfied of it, that fince the Iriſh Reſolutions came before 
this Houſe, I have wrote to a principal Houſe in Ireland to have 
a Connection with it, for the Purpoſe of ſupplying the Conſump- 
tion of this Country. | 


Do not you know that the French have tried to eftabliſh the 
Cotton Manufacture in France? | 
I have been informed that they not only have tried, but are 
increaſing that Manufacture very faſt. | 


Do-not you know that the only Manufacture they have is 
ſupported by the King of France? | 
I am notacquainted with that Circumſtance. 


% 


Is there not a very great Exportation of Cotton Goods from 
Great Britain to moſt Foreign Countries ? 


There 1s a conſiderable Export of Cotton Goods abroad. 


Have you Reaſon to believe that the French Manufacturers in 
Cotton have ever rivalled us in Foreign Markets? 


believe they have not been carried on yet to that Extent to 
rival us abroad. 


How long have they been eſtabliſhed ?—Do not you know an 
Engliſbman that went to eſtabliſh them ? 


I do not know how long, nor the Engliſhman that went. 


Can you inform the Committee with reſpe@ to the actual State 
of the Cotton Manufacture in Ireland ? 


With reſpect to that Part of the Cotton Manufacture in which 
I am concerned, I believe there is a conſiderable Quantity made, 
| d and 


TMJ 
and from Perſons converſant with it I am informed, the Price of 


the Goods is much lower in that Country than the ſame Kind of 
Goods fell for in England, 


Do you know the Prices paid to the Labourers either at 
Proſperous or Balbriggen ? ah 
I do not know the Price paid at either Place. 


Have you not been informed there are Men Spinners there, 
who are paid from 65. to 125. per Week? |; 
I never heard that Circumſtance mentioned. 


Have you ever heard that there are Printers paid ſuch high 
Wages as a Guinea per Week ? 
Ves; I believe they have paid that Price for Printers. 


Do not you know that the ManufaQures have been upheld by 
liberal Grants from the Iriſh Parliament ? * 

I have repeatedly heard that they have been eſtabliſhed by 
Bounties, and that the Bounties ſtill continue on many Branches 
of the Manufacture. 


Do not you know that theſe Manufactures would have fallen 
to the Ground, but for thoſe Bounties, from the great Length of 
Credit which the Engliſh Merchants are able to give? 

I am totally unacquainted with that Matter; but from the low 
Price of Labour in that Country I ſhould ſuppoſe they did not 
ſtand in Need of many ſuch Aids. a 


Do you perſonally, from your own Knowledge, know what 
the Price of Labour is in that Country? 

I have long had Connections with the principal Houſe in Ire- 
land, and my Information I have gathered from them. 


Is not the Engliſh Manufacturer of Cottons more ſkilful than 
the Iriſh? | 

I do not believe it depends much upon the Skill of the Wea- 
ver, but upon his Induſttry 


In Point of Fact, is not more Work done by an Engliſh than 
by an Iriſh Manufacturer in Cotton in a Day? 
I cannot ſpeak to that, | 


May not the Difference of Skill in a Manufacturer fully make 
up the Difference in Point of Wages ? 

I think not.—I obſerved before that there was very little of 
Skill in the Manufacture; and I am ſo convinced that the Manu- 
facture may be as well done in Ireland, that I could get the fame 
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Quantity of Pieces made in that Country which I now get made 
in England, in the Courſe of Three Months, on the Terms I 
have before ſtated. 


Do you helieve that the Exportation of Cotton Goods to Ire- 


land is diminiſhed, fince the Power given to the Iriſh of exporting 


their own Cotton Goods ? 

The Exportation of Printed Cotton Goods to Ireland has very 
much decreaſed of late, owing, I ſuppoſe, to the Non · impor- 
tation Agreement. 


Has it decreaſed fince 1780, upon an Average of thoſe Years 
believe it has encreaſed from 1780 to 1782. | 


Is the Committee to underſtand then, that you are of Opinion 
that the Cotton Manufactures of Mancheſter have not ſuffered by 
the Liberty of Exportation granted to the Iriſh Trade? 

I believe they have already ſuffered, but not in any great 


Degree. 


Is not the Iriſh Capital employed in the Cotton ManufaQure 
comparatively very ſmall, compared with the Engliſh ? 
I believe there are but few People of Property contribute to 


carry on the Manufacture in Ireland, owing to an Averſion their 


2 le of Property have in general to being employed in Bu- 
neſs, | | 


Can England therefore loſe her Cotton Manufactory but by the 
Loſs of her Induſtry, or by the Impoſition of injudicious Taxes ? 
I think ſhe may loſe her Manufactory by the Engliſh Manufac- 


turer of Property employing his Capital in Ireland, as well as by 
injudicious Taxes. 


Can you inform the Committee, whether Mr. Arkwright's 
Machines are uſed in the Cotton Manufactures of Ireland? 

I believe at preſent they are uſed, but they are going to be 
uſed in a much greater Degree, as Mr. Arkwright has the exclu- 
five Right to thoſe Machines in England, which does not extend 


to Ireland, 


What does Mr. Arkwright expect from the Manufacturer for 
the Liberty of uſing his Machine ? 


It depends on the Number of Spindles that he ſells, and the 
Time that he has in his Patent, 


How many Years longer has Mr. Arkwright's Patent to run? 
Five or Six Years. TE 2: | 


What, 


1 


What, on an Average, is a Manufacturer obliged to pay Mr. 
Arkwright for a Machine with Thirty Spindles? | 
About /. 60. | 


When you ſtated that the Manufacturer in Ireland would trade 
with an Advantage of L. 13 or L. 14 per Cent. did you include 
the Money that he was to pay Mr. Arkwright ? 

Yes, that was included. - 


Should the Iriſh Reſolutions be adopted by the Parliament here, 
would you carry on the Buſineſs to the 5 Extent you now 
do? 


I certainly ſhould, but not in England, 


Where then ? 
In Ireland. 


Do you apprehend that any other Perſons concerned in the Cot- 
ton Trade would alſo remove to Ireland ? | 

Upon the Advantages held out I thould ſuppoſe a great Number 
would carry the Buſineſs to Ireland. 


Would not that, in your Opinion, cauſe a great Diminution of 
the Revenue, by there being a leſs Conſumption of Exciſeable 
Commodities in Lancaſhire ? 

I ſhould think in more Parts than Lancaſhire, owing to a de- 
creaſed Population, and the Inabilicy of poor People to conſume 
Exciſeable Commodities. 


Do you mean that the Average Price of Labour you ſpoke of 
is taken from the Piece Work as well as the Day Work ? 

Ves—!I meant that it is taken as well from the Piece Work as 
the Day Work. 


Do you mean the ſame, from the Information you have received 
of the Price of Labour in Ireland ? 
Ves. ; 


Do you then mean to ſay, that from the beſt Information you 
can get from Ireland, you can there have the ſame Quantity of 
Labour performed for 55. as you now pay 85. for in Lanca- 
ſhire ? | | 


Yes. 


And in the ſame Proportion, by Women and Children? 
es. | 
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Can you tell what Proportion of the Duties you pay to Govern- 
ment as a Printer, and what Proportion as a Manufacturer? 
The laft Year I paid as a Printer £.19,000, and as a Manu- 
facturer C. i, ooo; but this Year, if I was to carry on Buſineſs to 
the ſame Extent, which is not likely, I ſhould pay £.19,000 on 
the Printing, and J G, ooo on the ManuſaQuure. | 


Whether the Skill of making Mr. Arkwright's Machine is now 
fully poſſeſſed by other People, as well as Mr. Arkwright ? 
By every Joiner in the Country. 


— 


Do you know enough of Ireland to form any Opinion, whether 
the Introduction of thoſe Machines there is likely to meet with 


Oppoſition from the Manufacturers or labouring People? 


I ſhould think the Manufacturers or labouring People, from what 


I know of Ireland, would have no Objection to the Machine 
working in that Country. ; 


Do you know whether any of theſe Machines have been ſent 
to France ? | 


I have heard ſo, but I am not ſatisfied about it. 
What are the different Stages in the Proceſs of the Manufacture, 


from its Commencement to its Completion? 


Spinning, Weaving, Bleaching, and Printing. 


What is the Proportion of Expence of each of thoſe ? 
That would require ſome Time to anſwer. 


Anſwer it generally, as near as you can, 
Weaving would be nearly the ſame as the Spinning, excluſive 
of the Warp, which is made by Arkwright's Machine—the Ex- 


pence of Bleaching is inconſiderable, and Printing entirely de- 
pends on the Nature of the Pattern. 


In how many, and in which of thoſe different Parts of the 
Manufacture, is Machinery employed? 
In the Proceſs of Spinning. 


When you ſaid that in the fine Goods 7-Sths of the Value aroſe 
from the Expence of Labour, whether thoſe 7-8ths include the 
Annual Intereſt of Money expended in Machines, and the Annual 
Expence of keeping thoſe Machines in Repair ? 


It mcludes the Annual Expence of keeping the Machines in 
Repair, but not the Intereſt of the Money employed. 


/ 


What 
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What Proportion do you ſuppoſe the Sums expended in che 
Annual Repairs of the Machines bears to the Sums expended in 
Labour ? 


The Sums expended in Machines bear no Proportion at all, 
or a very ſmall One, to the Sums expended in Labour. 


What do you apprehend to have been the Expence of Labour, 
compared with the Total Value of the complete Articles before 
the Invention of thoſe Machines, that have been invented within 
' theſe laſt Twenty Years ? | 

I believe there was no ſuch Goods invented before the laſt 
Twenty Years. | 


Do you then mean to ſay, that the Cotton Manufactory did 
not exiſt in this Country till within the laſt Twenty Years ? 

We diſtinguiſh the Cotton Manufactory from the Muſlin Ma- 
nufactory.— What I ſaid about the high-priced Goods are Muſ- 
lins, which I believe were not made in this Country Twenty 
Years ago. | 


Is the Idea of going to eſtabliſh the Buſineſs in Ireland, with 
a View to ſupply the Engliſh Market, or the Foreign Market, 
or both ? 

Both, 


Do you know of any other Manufacturers that have it in Con- 
templation to carry the Buſineſs into Ireland, from an Idea of 
the preſent propoſed Arrangements taking place ? 

I have heard many Perſons in the Manufacture declare an In- 
tention of carrying the Manufacture into that Country, provided 
theſe Reſolutions are formed into a Law. / 


Do you conceive, that if theſe propoſed Reſolutions were car- 
ried into Effect, and the Duty propoſed on the Import from 
Ireland ſtand a Part of it, will it not be a ſtrong Encouragement 
to introduce the Iriſh Manufacture by Smuggling ? 

It will—I have declared that before. | 


Is Soap a conſiderable Article in this Manufacture? 
I do not uſe much Soop in this Manufacture. 


Do you clearly underſtand the Nature and Tendency of the 
Iriſh Reſolutions, and the Commercial Regulations neceſſary to 
the carrying them into Execution m both Kingdoms ? 

They are far above my Comprehenſion to underſtand them 
but in the Manner they have been explained to me, I believe 
they will be very prejudicial to the Cotton Manufactures of this 
Country. 
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Whether it is not a general Opinion, 2mongſt the Manufac- 
turers of this Country, that the Art and Induſtry of the Engliſh 
Manufacturer is more than a Counterbalance for the lower Price 

of Labour in Ireland? | 
Ü believe it is far from being a received Opinion of the Manu- 
faQurers of this Country, that the Art and Ingenuity of the Ma- 
nufacturer in England would counterbalance the Advantages of 
the Iriſh Manufacturer; becauſe many of the Manufactures that 
will be injured by theſe Reſolutions neither depend on Art or 
Ingenuity, but Induſtry. | 


Queſtion repeated, as to Induſtry—not Ingenuity ? 

I think the Engliſh Manufacturer cannot reckon any Thing 
on the Induſtry of his Work People, if I may be allowed to 
Judge from the Produce of Labour in the Iriſh Linen Manu- 
acture. 


In what Manner have the Iriſh Reſolutions been explained 
to you? | | "ad 

That they are to be allowed to come into this Country free of 
all Duties, except ſuch as are paid on the Exportation of the ſame 
— Manufacture to Ireland, and the internal Duties in Great 
ritain. : ; 


Was there no Proviſion mentioned of a certain Compenſation 
for ſuch Allowances ?; | 


None to depend upon. 


Whether, at the preſent Rate of Labour, and with a hyiſk 
Trade, you have found that the Manufacturers employed by 
you have in general worked Six Days in a Week? 

Thoſe that have large Families work Six Days in a Week. 


To what Places do the ManufaQuures go? 


Great Part are conſumed in Great Britain. We ſend conſider- 
able Quantities to America and the Weſt Indies. 


Who pays you for the Articles you ſend to America and the 
Weſt Indies? | | 

The Engliſh Merchant, when they are for Exportation 
unleſs, which is ſometimes the Caſe, we execute an Order 
from thoſe Countries, * 


Do you know how the Merchant is paid in Return for thoſe 
Goods ? | 


I believe in general by che Produce of the Countries to which 
| l 


the Goods ate ſold. 


L 21 J 
Is that Produce to ſupply the Conſumption of this Country? 


Part of that Produce is to ſupply the Conſumption of this 


Country, and another Part is to ſupply the Manufactures. 


If the Merchant of Ireland is to ſupply this Country with the 


Produce of the Colonies, whether you will not ſend the Manu- 
factures of Ireland, and not the Manufactures of this Country, to 
purchaſe that Produce ? ' 

I believe not only the Iriſh Merchant, but the Engliſh Mer- 
chant, would be glad to take the Manufactutes of that Country, 
as they may have them on much lower Terms, 


Are you not aware that the Merchants of this Country may 
now ſend the Manufactures of Ireland to the Colonies, in order to 
purchaſe the Produce of thoſe Countries, and bring that Produce 
either to Ireland or this Country ? 8 | 

I am ſo little acquainted with the Buſineſs of a Merchant, that 
I am not able to ſpeak to that Queſtion, 


You have ſtated that the Price of Labour of a Man at Man- 
cheſter is 85. pu Week, how long has he earned at that Rate ? 
Ever fince 1 have been in Buſineſs, 


Did he earn it Seven Years ago ? | 
That was reckoned a very moderate Price Seven Years ago; 
and I believe he earned it. 


Whether the Cotton Manufacturers of Ireland have hitherto 
been in ſo flouriſhing a Condition as to induce the Merchants of 
Great Britain to take Part of the Iriſh Manufactures in his Cargo 
o America ? | 

I do not think that the Cotton Manufacture of Ireland has been 
ſo long eſtabliſhed as to ſupply Foreign Countries, 


Whether the Want of Capital has not been a greater Impedi- 
ment to the Proſperity of the Cotton Manufacture in Ireland, 
than the Want of Induſtry or Skill in the People of Ireland, or 
any other Cauſe that has hitherto been aſſigned? 

I always underſtood that it was rather owing to People quittin 
Trade in that Country, when they became poſſeſſed of a ſmall 
Property. | 


Whether the Permiſſion propoſed to be given by the Reſolu- 
tions now under Conſideration, of importing Iriſh ManufaQures 
into Great Britain, will not induce People of great Capital in 
Great Britain either to ſettle 7 Ireland, or form , 
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which may give the Advantages ariſing from cheapneſs of Labour 
and Habits of Induſtry, their full Effects? 

I have not a Doubt but that will be the Caſe. With reſpe& 
to myſelf, I mean. to employ a very confiderable Capital in 
that Country; and others will undoubtedly do the ſame, 


Whether the Employment of Engliſh Capitals in the Manu- 
factures of Ireland will not tend ſo much to their Proſperity, as 
to enable them to ſupply the Britiſh Merchant with a conſiderable 


Part of the Cargo he may make up for America, and the Weſt 
Indies, and Foreign States? 


It certainly will, 


Whether, under the Advantages you have already ſtated, the 
Engliſh Merchant will not prefer the Cotton Manufactures of 
Ireland to thoſe of Great Britain ? 


It will certainly be his Intereſt to take the Iriſh ManufaQures 
-of Cotton. 


In forming the Calculation of the Advantages attending the Iriſh 
Manufacture, and the Diſadvantage attending ſimiliar Ones in 
Great Britain, did you take into your Conſideration the Bounties 


anted from Time to Time by the Iriſh Parliament on their 
ManufaRtures ? 


I did not make any Allowance for Bounties granted on the 
Iriſh Manufacture. 


Did you not conſider the Bounties granted on the Iriſh Manu- 
faQure imported into Great Britain diſadvantageous to the Britiſh 
ManufaQure? | 
Undoubtedly any Bounties granted on the ManufaQures of that 


Country will give a ſtill greater Advantage to the Iriſh Manufac- 
- ture than what I have before ſtated, 


Do you conſider Sums of Money granted to Manufacturers in 
Conſequence of erecting Mills, or incurring other Expences, as 
operating in the Nature of Bounties ? | | 

I certainly conſider that they will have that Effect. 


Do you know that Bounties have been granted by the Iriſh Par- 
hament on the Sale of the Manufactures in Ireland? | 


I have heard of it, but am not ſufficiently acquainted to ſpeak 
to it. | | | 


Do you conſider, that if a Bounty of C. 5 per Cent. on the Sale 
of a Manufacture is granted in Ireland, and that a Duty of L.s 


per Cent. is charged on the Importation of the ſame Manufacture 
ag into 
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into Great Britain, that ſuch Import Duty completely balances 
the Bounty given on the Sale ? ES 


I do not fee that any great Advantage would from thence ariſe 
to the Manufacture of Ireland. ; 


Whether ſuch Bounties on Sale, not drawn back, will not ope- 
rate againſt the Britiſh Manufacturer in Foreign Markets? 


They certainly will, unleſs England allows a ſimilar Bounty on 
the ſame Manufactures. | | 


Since the Difference of the Price of Labour is fo great an In- 
ducement as to engage you to remove to Ireland, why have you 


not formed ConneCtions, and removed your Capital to Scotland, 
where Labour is cheaper than in England? 


Becauſe I underſtand, that though Labour is cheap in Scotland, 


yet it is a great deal more cheap in Ireland; beſides, there are 
very heavy Duties on the Cotton Manufacture in Scotland, which 


would require an increaſed Capital, that the Iriſh Manufacture is 
not burthened with, 


Whether you believe that the intended Regulations will enable 
the Cotton Manufacturer of Ireland to export his Goods to Fo- 
reign Countries, and to receive any different Returns from thence 
than what he can now do? 

I do not know, with reſpect to the Foreign Trade, that the 


Iriſh Manufacturer will derive any additional Advantages from 
thoſe Reſolutions, 


* 


What Computations have you made of the Charges and Com- 
miſſion attending the Delivery of theſe Goods in England, on 
which you have ſtated ſo large a Profit to the Iriſh Manufacturer? 

I computed that the Charges of Sale and Delivery of thoſe 
Goods from Ireland, and ſold in the London Market, would be 


very little more than the Sale and Delivery of the Lancaſhire 
Goods fold in the ſame Market. 


Do you not apprehend that the W and Inſurance, and 
_ Diſburſe of Money, muſt conſiderably increaſe that 
harge ? 
I do not conſider that the ſriſh Manufacturer does pay much 
more for his Carriage from Dublin to London, than the Country 


Manufacturer pays for Land Carriage to London; and that the 


Iriſh Manufacturer can get a Return in Money as ſoon as the Lan- 
caſhire Manufacturer. 


Whether 
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Whether the Act of 1780, for opening the Iriſh Trade, has 

had any Effect in any Manner detrimental to the Engliſh Cotton 
Manufacturer? | | 

The Time is ſo ſhort that the bad Effects of it are not yet ſo 

ſenſibly felt; but I can ſpeak ſo far, with reſpect to my own 

Buſineſs, that I fold many Iriſh Linens printed for Exportation 

wry the paſſing that Act, and I have now totally loſt that 

rade. | 


| Was you, or the Cotton ManufaQurers in general, appriſed of 
the paſſing that Act in its Progreſs through this Houſe ? 
I believe the whole Country were appriſed of it. 


Did they oppoſe it, by Petition or otherwiſe ? 
The Manufacturers of Cotton did not oppoſe it to my Know- 
ledge. 


Has the Cotton Trade upon the Whole increaſed or diminiſhed 
fince that Time, to your Knowledge ? 
I cannot ſpeak to that. 


Do you believe that the paſſing theſe Reſolutions would be 
more detrimental to the Cotton Trade than the paſſing that Act? 
Ten Times more detrimental, in my Opinion. 


Do you believe that it would be for the Intereſt of the Triſh 
Manufacturer of Cotton, in caſe theſe Reſolutions were to paſs, 
to ſend his Cottons to the Engliſh Market, under a conſiderable 
Duty, before he had beat the Engliſh Cottons out of every 
- * in the World, where they might meet upon equal 

erms? | 

I believe it would not only be his Intereſt, but the Iriſh Ma- 
nufacturer will certainly ſend his Goods to the Engliſh Market, 
and raiſea Capital upon thoſe Goods, to enable him to beat the 
Engliſh Manufacturer at Foreign Markets. 


= 


Whether you believe that it is more for the Advantage of any 
Merchant, of any Country, to ſend his Goods to Market where 
there will be a heavy Duty on them, than to ſend them to an 
equally good Market, where there is a much leſs Duty, or none 
at all, charged on the ſaid Goods? | 

With reſpe@ to the Duties charged on the Iriſh Manufactures 

imported into Great Britain, I apprehend the Engliſhman will 
have to pay for it; and it will be natural for them to ſend their 
Goods to a Market where they can draw for a great Part of the 


Amount immediately, rather than give a long Credit at a diſtant 
Market. | 


Are 
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Are you ſure that the Reſolutions have been properly explained 
to you? | 
I cannot anſwer for that—Mr, Pitt explained them to me. 


Whether, in your Comparative View of the Advantages and 
Diſadvantages to ariſe to the Two Kingdoms, on which you have 

ounded your Reaſon to remove your Capital from hence to 
Freland, you have taken into your Calculation the Diſuſe and 
Averſion to Labour in the Iriſh common People, compared with 
the ſteady and habitual Induſtry of the Engliſh ManufaQurer ? 

I never conſidered, and I do not recolle& that I ſtated to the 
Committee, that the common People of Ireland are averſe to 
Labour—lI ſtated that the Manufacturer retires from Buſineſs 
with a ſmall Fortune ; and I attributed to that, that but few Peo- 


ple of large Property carried on the Cotton Buſineſs in that 
Country. | 


Have you turned your Enquiry to that Object, whether the 
common People in Ireland are or are not averſe to Labour ? 

The only Judgment I have formed on that Subject has ariſen 
from the Produce of Labour in the Iriſh Linen Trade ; and as L 
have found that they are manufactured much lower than we can 
manufacture them in England, I have been led to believe that 
the poor working People in the North of Ireland are as induſtri- 
ous as the poor working People in Lancaſhire. 


Have you never heard that, excepting the Linen Manufacture, 
almoſt every other ſriſh Manufactory is chiefly carried on either 
by Engliſhmen or Scotchmen ? 

This is the Firſt Time I ever heard any Thing of the Kind. 


Have you ever been in Ireland? 
I never was. 


Have you, by Agents in Ireland, or other People, made any 
Enquiries there ? 


I anſwered before, that the Information I got was from princi- 
pal Tradeſmen in Ireland, but I was never there, 


Whether, if the Iriſh were to export the ſame Quantity of 


Manufactures to Foreign Countries, it would not have the ſame 
Tendency to increaſe the Price of Labour in Ireland as if that 
Quantity was exported to this Country ? 

With reſpect to the Increaſe of the Price of Labour, I al- 
ways conſidered it to arife from the Increaſe of the Prices of the 
Neceſſaries of Life more than from any other Circumſtance :— 
When the People of that Country are ſo little — 
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Taxes on the Neceſſaries of life, I cannot ſuppoſe that an Increaſe 


of Trade would bring Labour to the ſame Price that is paid in 
this Country. 


Queſtion repeated. | 
I do not deny but that it might have the ſame Effect on the 
Price of Labour; but I can never ſuppoſe that it can occaſion 
Labour to be as high in that Country as in this, unleſs the 
Labour of this Country ſhould be very much reduced indeed, 
owing to the Loſs of her Trade to Ireland. 


Whether a Capital will not be increaſed faſteſt by ſelling in that 
Market where there will be the greateſt Profit ? | 
No ;—T think a Capital will be ſooneſt acquired where the 
Manufacturer gets a ſpeedy Return for his Manufacture, and not 
to employ his Capital in a Foreign Trade, with which he muſt 
give a very long Credit. 


Do you not imagine, that a Difference of C. 10 per Cent. in 
Profit, may more than compenſate for ſome Delay in the Return? 

I think a Difference of £.10 per Cent will not be an Object 
ſufficient to make the Manufacturer fell his Goods to a diſtant 
Market, with which he will be obliged to give a Credit of at leaſt 
Eighteen Months, though the Profit ſhould be . zo per Cent,— 
if he can ſend his Goods to the Engliſh Market, and draw for the 
Money immediately, though the Profit ſhould' not be more than 
£7 or C. 8 per Cent. : 


Whether, in this Country, all the Cotton Manufactures are paid 
for in Ready Money ? 

am not paid for my Manufactures in Ready Money; but if I 
may judge from the Tranſactions I have had with Ireland, the 
2 for their Goods before they arrive in the Engli 
Market. 


Whether you imagine it will be a Tempation to Perſons in 
this Country to take Goods from Ireland, inſtead of from the 
Home Manufacture, when he muſt pay for them in Ready Money 
in the one Caſe, as ſoon as the Goods arrive, or before, and when 
he may have a Credit in the other ? | | 

The Iriſh Manufacturer having an Advantage over the Engliſh 
Manufacturer of . 12 or . 13 per Cent. as I have before ſtated, 
he will be enabled to offer his Goods on ſuch Terms to the 
Engliſh Dealer, for Money, as will induce him to take them, in 
Preference to Goods charged by the Engliſh Manufacturer at a 
Credit Price, with a Conſideration upon thoſe Goods for that 


Credit. 
* e Whether | 


— 


* 


wed + 
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Whether 5 are not of Opinion, that in many Caſes an ad- 
vantageous Trade may be carried on, where the Return is made 
not in Money or by Bills, .but in Commodities from the Country 


to which the Exportation has been made ? 
I believe there may. 


In Printed Goods what is the Proportion of the Expence of 
Printing to the Expence of Manufacturing? | 

If it is meant to know what is the Proportion of the Labour in 
the Printing to the Labour in the Manufacture, it may be only 
about One "Tenth Part of the Expence, becauſe that Trade re- 
_— Ingenuity and Taſte, the People ate generally paid higher 

ages, 


What is the Proportion of the Expence of the Materials em- 
ployed in Printing, to the Expence of Labour in Printing ? 

I never calculated the Difference of Expence, becauſe the Ex- 
pence of Printing depends ſo much on the Kind of Pattern that is 
put upon it, that it is impoſſible to form any Eſtimate. 


Can you tell nearly what Proportion the whole Expence of 
Printing, on an Average, bears to the whole Expence of Manu- 
faturing ? . 

I cannot poſſibly tell; the Reaſon is, that in my Buſineſs I may 

ay Three Times as much as my Neighbour :—If I confine my 
uſineſs to a higher priced Work, the Materials are of a ſuperior 
Quality, and the Expence of Labour more conſiderable. 


What is the Proportion in the higher Branches, and the lower 
Branches of your Buſineſs, or of any Buſineſs with which you 
areaquainted ? 2 N 

Some of the higher Courſes of Work exceed in Value the Price 
of the plain Manufacture: Some of the lower Courſes of Work 
are not equal to the Price of the other Manufacture. 


Whether you know, or have calculated, what probable Diſ- 
ference there would be in the Expence of Printing in Ireland, 
and the Expence of Printing in England? 

I believe the Expence of Printing in Ireland approaches 
nearer to the Expence of Printing in England, than the Expence 
of the Iriſh Manufacture does to that of the Engliſh Manufacture. 


Do you mean, that upon the Whole the Expence of Printi 
in Ireland, as tar as you know, . is lower than the Price 
Printing in England ? | 

I believe the Expence of 1 in Ireland is rather * 
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| than the Expence of Printing in England, on Account of the 
ſuperior Taſte and Execution in England :—The Work done is 
preferable in this Country. 


Whether you think our Manufacturers could carry on any 
Competition with the Iriſb, in their own Market, under a Diſ- 
advantage of near . 40 per Cent? 5 

If you will take into Conſideration the Quality of the Article 
ſent into that Country, and if it is not ſuperior in any ReſpeR to 
_ own Manufacture, I ſhould think ſuch a Trade could not 
EXlit, | 


Whether, if your Calculation be juſt, that the Iriſh would 
have an Advantage of {.13 per Cent. on ſimilar Articles in this 
Country, after paying £.10% per Cent. Duty, and L.z per 
Cent. which you calculate as the Charge of Freight from Ireland, 
it does not follow, that the Goods which we ſend to the Iriſh 
Market, and which paid a Duty on Importation there of 4-102 

r Cent. and £.2 per Cent. in like Manner for Freight, mu 
have ſold in the Iriſh Market under a Diſadvantage of £.38 per 

nt. | | 
When I ſtated the Expence of bringing Goods over here at 

L. 2 per Cent. I did not mean to ſay that there was an Ad- 
vantage, beſides that, of C. 13 per Cent.; but I ſtated, that the 

Expence of bringing the Goods from the Country to London was 

equal to the Expence of bringing Goods from Ireland td Eng- 
| Jand.—I:t is impoſſible for a plain Manufacture, which has neither 

Taſte nor Ingenuity to recommend it, under ſuch unfavourable 
Circumſtances, to exiſt, But with reſpect to the Printing Buſi- 

neſs, the Value conſiſts in the Taſte of the Pattern, and Execu- 
tion of the Work; and with that Advantage upon them, the 
higher Claſſes of Women in Ireland would wear Engliſh Goods, 
though at an Advance of £4.38 per Cent. above their own Manu- 
facture of Prints. | 


Whether, conſidering, as you have ſtated, that the Price of 
Printing in Ireland is alſo upon the Whole ſomewhat cheaper 
than the Price of Printing in England, you do not imagine that 
that Circumſtance, together with an Advantage of J. 38 or £.34 
per Cent. would have been a ſufficient Encouragement to Inge- 
nuity and Taſte in the Printing Buſineſs in Ireland ? 

I chink the Printing Buſineſs, being a Fancy Trade, has an 
ideal Value put upon it, and that the Wearer eſtimates it more 
for the Place it comes from, added to the Taſte of the Pattern, 
than from any other Conſideration. My Reaſon for ſaying fo is, 


3 


chat there are a great many Goods ſmuggled into this Country 
from Flanders and other Parts of Europe, that have not apparently 
more Merit than our own Manufactures, and yet they are ſold 
L. 100 per Cent. higher than Engliſh Prints. 


Whether you really entertain ſuch ſerious Apprehenſions of the 
paſſing theſe Reſolutions, as to be determined to remove thoſe 
Mares or the Capital with which you carry them on, im- 
mediately to Ireland, on that Event, without waiting at all to 
experience the Effect of them? 

i mean to remove Part of my Manufacture, and employ Part 
of my Capital immediately, and afterwards I mean to remove a 
greater Proportion, if it proves, as I have good Aſſurance that 
it will, an advantageous Change. 


Then, at the Requeſt of the Witneſs, the Minutes of this 
Evidence were read over to him. | | 


And then the Counſel and Witneſs were direQed to 
withdraw. 


To report a Progreſs, &c. . 


Ba. h Venerit, 
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Veneris, 18 die Martii 1788. 


COMMIT TEE of the Whole Houſe, on the Adjuſt» 


ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Greats 
Britain and Ireland, | , 


r Committee proceeded further in the Hearing of Evi- 
J çdence in Support of the Petition of the Callicoe Manufac- 


tuters and Printers, of the County Palatine of Lancaſter, and 


Counties adjacent. 


The Counſel was called in, 


Mr. JOSEPH SMITH called in, and examined. 


What is your Buſineſs ? 
A Callicoe Manufacturer and Printer. 


What Number of Perſons do you employ, diſtinguiſhing thoſe 
employed in the Manufacture from thoſe in the Printing? 

We employ in the Callicoe Manufacture many Thouſands, but 
J cannot accurately ſtate the Number, but in Printing we employ 
generally from about Seven hundred to One thouſand, 


What is the Amount of Exciſe Duty paid by your Houſe 
Annum on the Manufacture? 4 it 
The laſt Year it was about L. 20,000; this Year, if we con- 
tinue to do the fame Buſineſs, in conſequence of the additional 


Tax impoſed the laſt Seſſion, it will amount to between /. 26, ooo 
and . 27,000. 


Whether there are any Duties paid on the Manufacture, * the 
Printing of Cotton Goods, in Ireland? | ; 


There are, I believe, none, 


What is the Proportion of the Price of Labour to the Price of 
the Raw Material in the Manufacture? | 
In the Goods moſt commonly made, the Proportion of the Price 
of Labour to the Raw Material exceeds One Half; in the higher 
Sort of Goods it will be as much as Seven-eighths, and in inter- 


mediate Qualities in Proportion, 
What 
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What is the common Price of Labour paid by you in your 
Manufacture? 


The common Price of Labour is about 8s. per Week. 


Do you know what is the common Price of Labour paid to the 
working People in the Linen Manufacture in Ireland ? * 
From the beſt Information I have been able to obtain on that 


Subject, it is about 4s. per Week, but I take it to be between 
45. and 55. per Week. 


- Is not a conſiderable Part of your Capital employed in the 
Advance of the Exciſe Duties. 


There certainly is about C. 15 per Cent, 


VWhat is the Increaſe of Capital requirad by the Engliſh Manu- 
faQurer on account of the Advance of Duties, and the Differ- 
ence of the Price of Labour in this Country and Ireland ? 

It will be from L. 30 to V. 40 per Cent. 


Whether a Cotton Weaver can be employed in weaving 
Linens, and can do it with equal Facility ? 

I am certain he can, becauſe the Linen Weavers in this Coun- 
try make the beſt Callicoe Weavers, 


In what Proportion will the Difference of Price of Labour in 
England and Ireland affect the Goods when manufactured? 


On the common Sorts it will be about . 20 per Cent. and on 
the finer Sorts it will be more. 


If the Cotton Manufactures of Ireland are made ſubject to a 
Duty of L. 105 per Cent. on Importation into Great Britain, do 
| you apprehend the Iriſh Manufacture will be able to Aupply the 


ngliſh Market, to the Detriment of the Cotton Trade of this 
Country ? 


I have no Doubt of it. 

If the Reſolutions'of the Iriſh Parliament ſhould be adopted by 
the Legiſlature of Great Eritain, do you ſuppoſe that the Price of 
Labour in Ireland will increaſe ſo as to remove the Inequality 
you complain of? 

As I have no Apprehenſion that the Reſolutions, if adopted, 
can poſſibly on the Whole increaſe the Conſumption of both 
Kingdoms, and the Price of Labour in Ireland ſhould advance, 
] apprehend it would be in Conſequence of the Transfer of the 
Manufactures of this Kingdom to that; but although the Price of 
Labour may increaſe in Ireland, yet, until they have the ſame in- 
ternal Taxes as are paid in this Country, I think the Price of La- 
bour cannot increaſe to be equal with that of this Country. 


Do 


. 
Do you apprehend that a Transfer of the Manufactures from 
this Country to Ireland will be One of the Conſequences of 
adopting theſe Reſolutions ? 
have no Doubt of it, ſo far as relates to our own Trade—the 
Cotton Manufacture. | 


Under the Circumſtances you have ſtated, do you expect to car- 
ry on your Trade to the ſame large extent you do at preſent ? 
Not in this Kingdom. 


What Place would you chuſe to carry it on in with more 
Advantage ? ; 


Ireland. 


Do you believe that other perſons concerned in your Manufac- 
tures would likewiſe be induced to transfer it from this Country 
to Ireland? 
I think they would find it neceſſary. 


If a Duty ſhould be impoſed on the Importation of Iriſh 
Printed Goods, do you apprehend that the Payment of it would 
de evaded, and that the Goods would be clandeſtinely introduced 
into this Country ? | - 
I think there is no Doubt of it, becauſe the Duties would be 
on the Importation of Iriſh Printed Goods, from L. 25 to L. 35 
per Cent. 


If Ireland has hitherto poſſeſſed the Advantages you have ſtated, 
how has it happened that large Quantities of Printed Goods have 
been exported from Great Britain to Ireland ? 

I can only account for the Exportation of large Quantities of 
Printed Goods into Ireland, from the Superiority in the Execu- 
tion and "Taſte, that this Country has hitherto maintained in the 
Printing Branch—the Goods exported to Ireland by our own 
Houſe, and, as I am informed, by other Houſes in the Trade, 
have principally been the higher priced Goods—The Common 
People in Ireland, who wear Printed Goods, have been ſupplied 
by Linens printed in Ireland. | 


Whether Perſons employed in your Manufacture, and in thoſe. 
of your Neighbours, to the Amount of many "Thouſands, as 
you have ſtated, contribute to the Revenue of this Country by 
a large Conſumption of Exciſeable Commodities? 

Mott aſſuredly they do, in Candles, Leather, Ale, Soap, and 
other Commodities. 5 


Whether, 
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Whether, after all the Conſiderations you have given the Sub- 
je& of theſe Reſolutions, aſſiſted by all the Explanation which 
you have had the Honour to receive, you have been able to diſ- 
cover any Advantage offered to the Britiſh Manufacturer, in his 
Commercial Intercourſe with Ireland, which you do not at this 
Moment enjoy ? | 

As far as relates to our own Manufacture, I diſcover none that 


— rg not enjoy before the Non-importation Agreement in Ire- 
land. | 


Examined by Members of the Committee. 


Whether the Price of 8s. per Week for Labour is for Men only, 
or for Men, Women, and Children ? 

For Men only; and the Average Price of Labour, which I be- 
fore ſtated for Ireland, is alſo the Price of Men's Labour; and the 


Price of Wonfen's and Children's Labour in both Countries I un- 
derſtand to be in Proportion to the Men's. 


What is the Average Price of Women's Labour in this Coun- 
try, and of Children's alſo. 
The Price of Women's Labour I underſtand to be about 45. or 


—_— 45. to 55. per Week The Price of Children's Labour about 
25, | 


/ 
In your ManufaQure, what is the Proportion of Women to 
Men employed in it ? | 
The Proportion of Women is rather leſs than Men, and 
Children alſo, | 


Do you know whether, in the Linen ManufaQure in Ire- 
land, there is the ſame Proportion of Women and Children em- 
ployed ? 

i am not fully competent to anſwer that Queſtion. 


Is there not a great Part of the Labour in the Cotton Manufac- 
tures performed by Machines ? | 


There is a great Part; but it is that which relates only to the 
Spinning of the Cotton Warp. | | 


In the Value of the Labour in each particular ManufaQure, 
what is the Proportion of that which is done by the Machine? 
It is but ſmall—but the preciſe Proportion J cannot ſtate, 


Has not the Invention of Machines, and particularly of Mr. 
Arkwright's, been eſteemed of great Advantage to the ww 
EY aQturer 
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facturer who uſes them, ſo as to give a greater Profit on his Ma- 
nufacture? 

There has been a conſiderable Advantage derived from the In- 
vention of Machines— One is, that the Manufacture has been 
carried to a much more conſiderable Extent than it wouldlother- 
wiſe have been carried to—but in Point of Profit the ManufaQory 


at large, though they may have derived ſome, yet not a very great 
Advantage. | 


Has not the Expence of manufacturing Cottons been diminiſhed 
conſiderably by the Invention of Machines ? | 
The Expence of ſpinning the Warp may have been diminiſhed, 
but not conſiderably.— I mean that it has not been diminiſbed 


conſiderably with reſpe& to the Manufacture at large. 


Has it not been diminiſhed with reſpe& to thoſe who employed 
thoſe Machines ? 
Certainly it has. 


Has the Price of Labour in any other Reſpect, within theſe 
laſt Twenty Years, been increaſed ? | | 
I am not competent to ſpeak to the Price of Labour for Twenty 


Years, but within my Memory there has been little Variation, 
I believe. 


* Whether Machines are uſed to the ſame Extent in the Linen 
Manufacture as they are in the Cotton Manufacture? | 
I believe not. 


Whether the Price of Cotton, the Raw Material, is the ſame 
in Great Britain and Ireland ? | 
I do not know the Price of Cotton in Ireland, but I have Rea- 
fon to think there is no great Difference, if any. 


Is the Raw Material of the Linen Manufacture cheaper in Ire- 
land than in England ? 

I am not acquainted with the Price of the Raw Material of the 
Linen Manufacture, either in Ireland or England. 


Are not great Quantities of Flax and Linen Yarn imported from 
Ireland into England—even brought to Mancheſter ? 

1 believe there are great Quantities of Linen Yarn imported 
from Ireland into England, but in the Manufacture in which I am | 
concerned it is not uſed. | 


Do not you know that there is a very great and increaſing Li- 
nen Manufactory in this Ifland ? 


With reſpe& to a Linen Manufacture in England, as far as 1 


know, 
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know, it is but very ſmall; with reſpect to Scotland there are 


conſiderable Quantities of Linen Manufa ctures, principally 1 


believe for the Purpoſe of printing Handkerchiefs. 


Do not you know that there is a great and increaſing Manu- 
facture of Table Linen in this Kingdom? | | 

I know that there is a Mauufacture of Table Linen in this 
Kingdom, but I know not to what Extent, nor whether in- 
creating or otherwiſe, b | 


If it ſhould appear that there is a great and increaſing Linen 
Manufacture in this Country, notwithſtanding the low Price of 
Labour in Ireland the Cheapneſs of the Raw Material in Ireland 
compared with that in England—the leis Uſe of Machinery in 
the Article of Linen than of Cotton—and that Linen is allowed 
to be imported from Ireland Duty-free z3——Whether all thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances together would not diminiſh your Apprehenſions 
with reſpect to the Cotton Manufacture? 

I know not from what Circumſtance the Manufacture of Table 
Linen in this Country has an Advantage over Ireland; but with 
reſpe& to the Manufacture of Plain Linens, of which the Part 
conſumed is by very far the moſt conſiderable, neither England 
ot Scotland can bring them to this Market on 'Terms equal with 

reland. | | x 


Will you take upon yourſelf to ſay, that of the common Linens 

uſed in this Country, the Quantity of that made here is not 
greater than that brought from Ireland ? 
I know not how far the Term Common is meant to apply: If 
by Common is meant the Average, I believe the Quantity of 
Linens imported from Ireland is conſiderably greater than that 
made in Great Britain, 


Will you take on yourſelf to ſay, that the Quantity of Linen 
of all Sorts made in Great Britain is leſs than that which is im- 
ported from Ireland ? | | 

I will not take upon myſelf poſitively to ſay it is, but I have 
always underſtood that the Quantity of Linen imported from 


' Ireland has exceeded the QMantity made in Great Britain. I beg 


to ſay, that what I know ot the Linen Trade is particularly con- 
ſined to that Part of it which immediately relates to our own 
Trade of Printing, We have frequently purchaſed very large 
Quantities of Iriſh Linens, more particularly at the Time when 
Cotton was at the higheſt Price; and I have PEE looked at 
Quantities of Britiſh Linens, but could never purchaſe them 10 
cheap as I could thoſe from Ireland. 


F Is 
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ls there not a conſiderable Exportation of Corn, Potatoes, and 
Beer, from Lancaſhire into Ireland? 
I am not competent to ſpeak to that queſtion, as I reſide in 
London. | 


If there is ſuch an Importation into Ireland from this Country, 
whether the low Price of Latour there is not rather to be im- 


puted to the Manner in which the Iriſh live, than to any 


: - 


other Cauſe ? 

I imagine that the low Price of Labour in Ireland may in Part 
be owing to the low Manner in which they live, but principally 
to the low Price of Proviſions in general, and to their Exemption 
from the Taxes with which the labouring People of this Coun- 
try are burthened. 8515 | | 


If the Iriſh import Provifions from this Country, muſt not the 
Price of thoſe imported Proviſions be dearer there than here ? 

If Proviſions were univerſally imported into Ireland from this 
Country, there is no Doubt but that thoſe Proviſions muſt be 
dearer there than here; and whatever Part may be imported 
from this Country muſt be dearer in that Country than this. 


Are not the principal Manufactures in Ireland carried on in 
thoſe Parts of Ireland neareſt to Great Britain ? | 

I am not fully competent to anſwer that Queſtion : I under- 
ſtand that the Manufactures in Ireland ſpread over the North of 
Ireland. | | 


If the Manufacturers of this Country were to remove to Ireland, 
will they not expect to live there as well as they do here? 
I cannot anſwer for their Expectations. 


Have there not been attempts to eſtabliſh the Cotton Manu- 
ſacture in Foreign Countries, where Labour is cheapear than in 
Great Britain ? 

I underſtand there has, and that they have ſucceeded, and that 
they are now ſucceeding. | 


Have the Cotton Manufacturers of Great Britain found that any 
Foreign ManufaQtures in Cotton have materially rivalled them in 
Foreign Countries ? 

I cannot ſpeak poſitively to any Part of the Cotton Manufacture 
but that in which I am concerned :—With reſpe& to Printed 
Callicoes they are rivalled, and are now almoſt beat out of every 
Market, by the Introduction into this Country, and Re-exporta- 
tion, of India Goods. > * 
| * ave 


1 
Have our Manufactures been rivalled by any Cotton Manu- 
erg in any European Countries, in the Foreign 
arket a 


They ate not only rivalled, but excluded in many Parts of 
Europe I ſpeak now with reſpect to Printed Goods. 


Has the Ex portation generally of the Cotton Manufacture in- 
creaſed or decreaſed of late Vears? | 

I have formerly ſtated to the Committee that I am not fully 
competent to ſpeak with reſpe& to the Cotton Trade in laws 
but only to that Part in which I am concerned. 


Whether the Manufacture of Printed Goods in general has not 
lately increaſed in this Country ? 

It has certainly increaſed, but I beg to ſtate the Occaſion :—In 
the laſt Year, in which it principally increaſed, there was a very 
great Scarcity both of India Whites, and Printed Goods, and in 
Conſequence of that Scarcity the Orders that were received in 
this Country from America for Eaſt India Printed Goods were 
executed with Britiſh Printed Goods, It is alſo to be added 
that.there were alſo very conſiderable Quantities of Britiſh Printed 
Goods exported on Speculation, which have overſtocked, ac- 
cording to the beſt Advices, the American Market very conſi- 
derably. 


Whether the Trade in Printed Goods has not gradually in- 


creaſed for many Years paſt ? 

I believe there has been a gradual Increaſe of the Conſumption 
of Printed Goods in this Country, till within the laſt Two or 
Three Years, ſince which, if there has been any Inrceaſe, it has 
been inconſiderable. = 2936 4! 


Whether the Iriſh have ever manufactured any great Quantity 
of Cotton Goods ? 4 | 

I believe not, as far as relates to that Part of the Manufacture 
in which I am engaged, ; | 


Whether there has not been a large Exportation of thoſe Goods 


from Great Britain to Ireland ? 
There has been a conſiderable Export of thoſe Goods to Ireland. 


Whether thoſe Goods were not burthened with a Duty of 
£.105 per Cent, on the Importation into Ireland? 
They were, 


Whether they were not alſo charged with a Freight of C. 2 or 
L. 24 per Cent. and Port Charges ? 
They were; Freight and 12 from . 2 to L. 24 per * 
2 
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. 
If we have ſent therefore fo great a Quantity of Printed Goods 
under theſe Burthens from Great Britain to Ireland, aſſign your 
Reaſons why you apprehend' that the Iriſh will ſend thoſe Goods 


to us loaded with the ſame Burthens, and with a Duty equal to 
the Exciſe and Inland Duty paid on thoſe Goods? 


I beg on this 88 to di vide the Manufacture from the 


Printing, —Calicoe Goods manufactured in the plain State have 
been. prohibited from being imported into this Country the 
. middling and the lower Sort of Feople in Ireland, ring ap- 
eee of the Faſhion, the Execution, and the Taſte of our 
rinted Calicoes, have encouraged the Importation of them into 
that Country, under the Diſadvantages of Freight and internal 
Duty. —if the Keſolutions before the Hquſe paſs into a Law, 
TI do not apprehend the immediate Transfer of the Printing 
Trade from this Country to that, but I have ſtrong Reaſon to 
apprebend, that Iriſh Cotton Goods being manufactured at a leſs 
Expence in that Kingdom than in this, they would be imported 
into this Country, not only with a View to have them printed 
here and re-exported ta — but for the Supply of the Con- 
ſumption of this Country in that Article. 


| Are there not many Parts of Great Britain, in which Labour 
is much cheaper than in the Neighbourhood of Mancheſter ? 
I am not certain of that. 


If there are Parts where Labour is much cheaper, is it not as 
probable that the Manufacturers of Mancheſter would remove 
there on that Account, as to Ireland ? 

If there are Parts of this Country in which Labour is as cheap 
as in Ireland, and the People in thoſe Parts are uſed to the weav- 
ing of Goods, it would be as probable. 


Is it probable that the Iriſh Linen Weaver will quit his Linen 
Loom to which he has been uſed, and with reſpe& to which his 
Goods have a free Importation into this Country, and apply him- 
ſelf to weave Cotton Goods, in order to import them into this 
Country, under the Burthen before mentioned? 

If the Linen Weaver in Ireland can, by turning his Hand to 
tue Manufacture of Callicoes or Cottons, gain 6. a Week more 
than he at preſent docs, there is not a Doubt but he would. 


Can you aſſign any Reaſon to induce the Committee to believe, 


that the, Linen Weaver will, by that Change of Occupation, gain 
6d. a Week more ? 


Certainly: If the Iriſh, as I have ſtated, can at preſent manufac- 
ture Cotton Goods . 20 per Cent. lower or even L. 10 per Gout, 
. Hs | the 
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the Employer can afford to pay the Weaver 6d. a Week more, if 

neceſſary, and yet ſufficiently under-work the Manufacturer of 
this Country, to export his Goods from that Conntry to chis.— I 
beg to have it underſtood, that I do not ſtate that an Advance of 
64. a Week is neceſſary. - 


Do you apprehend by the intended Regulations, that the Ma- 
nufaCturer of Ireland will be able to underſell the Engliſh Manu- 
facturer in Great Britain, or in Foreign Countries? 

My Evidence all along has gone, that the Manufacturer of Ire- 
land will underſell the Manufacturer of Great Britain in this 
Country. g 


State the Difference of Terms in which the Manufacturers of 
the Two Countries will meet in the Engliſh Market? 
I believe One of the earlieſt Anſwers I gave goes to that Queſ- 
tion. 


„ oem repeated. 
The Manufacturer in Ireland, in the moſt g Articles of 


our Manufacture, will have an Advantage of ,. 20 per Cent. on 
the Goods when manufactured, before the Importation into Great 
Britain. There is, I underſtand, to be a Duty of {.105 per Cent. 
conſequently the Manufacturer of Ireland, or rather the Importer 
of the Manufactures of Ireland, will derive an Advantage in this 
Market over the Britiſh Manufacturer, of £.95 per Cent. 


Will not the Freight from Ireland to England be /. 2 per Cent. 
which you have ſtated to be the Freight from England to Ireland; 
and will there not be other Charges as Inſurance and Commiſſion, 
beſides a longer Diſburſe of Money, and further Difficulties in 
obtaining Payment ? 

I ſtated that the Expences of Freight and other Charges would 
amount from L.2 to £.24 per Cent. and to this £.105 per Cent. I 
readily admit it ought to be added; but there are Diſadvantages on 
the Part of the Eng iſh Manufacturer and Printer, much more than 
ſufficient to counterbalance the C. 24 per Cent. The Diſadvantages 
to which I refer are, in the Firſt Place, the Increaſe of Capital to 
provide for the Duties payable, and the Increaſe of Capital on 
Account of the Price of Labour, Thoſe Two Diladvantages are, 
in my Opinion, very much more than ſufficient to counterbalance 
the G. 24 per Cent.; but there is a further Diſadvantage, which 
is, that if Ireland can with her Manufactures ſapply this Country 
cheaper than the Engliſh Manufacturer, ſhe mult inevitably draw 
the Ready Money 'Trade of this Country. The Engliſh Manu- 
facturer will then only have left him that Part of the TRIES 

whic 
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which long Credit is required, conſequently his Capacity for con- 
tinuing his Manufactory to the fame Extent he now does, if there 
were.no other Reaſons againſt it, would be conſiderably dimi- 
niſhed. JE ; | 


Whether the Diſadvantages you have now ſtated are not 
reckoned as a part of the . zo per Cent. which you ſtated to be 
the Preference of the Iriſh ManufaQurer over the Engliſh—and 


Upon what priced Goods you have made the Computation now 


given in? 

They were not included in the £.20 per Cent. I before ſtated ; 
and if you refer to that Part of my Examination, you will ſee they 
were not. — The Computation that I have made is upon Goods 
which ſtand the Manufacturer in 28s. a Piece, or 1s. a Yard ; and 
1 * of our Manufacture go from 1s. a Yard to 4s. a 

ard, 


Are you prepared to ſhew that the Allegation in the Petition, 
«© That the Iriſh are in a great Meaſure free from Taxes,” is well 
grounded? *% 

I cannot be prepared to ſhew what the Taxes of Ireland are, 
but it is notorious that the People of Ireland are taxed in a much 
leſs Degree than the People of this Country. 


Do you mean that they are lower taxed, in Proportion to the 


Ability to pay ? 


I am not competent to ſpeak of their Ability to pay. 


Have you never heard of the Hearth Money being paid by the 
Manuſacturers in Ireland? 
I have heard there is a Tax called by that Name. 


Have you not alſo heard that Beer, Spirits, Leather, and To- 
bacco, are exciſed in that Kingdom? | 

I have heard there are various Taxes of Exciſe in that Coun- 
try, but cannot ſtate particularly what they are.— The Occaſion 
of my mentioning the Difference between the Taxes in this 
Country and in Ireland, was to ſhew the Committee in what 
<q I account for the very great Difference in point of La- 

ur. 


Do you know the Prices paid to Manufacturers in the Cotton 


Works near Dublin ? 
I do not, 


Have 


1 


Have you not heard that the loweſt Price paid to Spinners 
there is 65. a Week. | | 

I have not—but I underſtand that very great Encouragements 
have in various Ways been given to that Manufacture, for the 
Purpoſe of introducing and eſtabliſhing it in that Kingdom. 


Have you not heard that if thoſe public Grants were with- 
drawn, the Manufacture would fall to the Ground? | 

I have not—but I beg to have it obſerved, that the Manafac- 
ture of Cotton Goods near Dublin, as I underſtand, has been 
turned generally to what is, by Way of Diſtinction, called The 
Mancheſter Fu/tian Trade ; and that it does not apply to the Ma- 
nufacture of Callicoes. 


Does not Ireland import a large Part of the Cotton it uſes 
from this Country ? q 

Ireland may, probably, frequently import Quantities of Cotton 
from this Country, owing to the Fluctuations in Price, which 
are very conſiderable. When Ireland can import from this 
Country Cotton at a lower Price than ſhe can unport from the 
Weſt Indies, ſhe will certainly take it from this Country ; and 
alſo England may, under the contrary, but ſimilar Circumſtances, 
import it from Ireland. | 


When Ireland imports Cotton from hence, is not a ſecond 
Freight, Commiſſion, and other Charges, to be added to the 
original ePrice of the Material? | 

Certainly it is; but I beg to add, that in the Importation of 
Cotton from England into Ireland the Manufacturer or the Im- 
porter conſiders thoſe Charges; and unleſs, with thoſe Charges, 
he can import the Cotton from England at a lower Price than 
from the Weſt Indies, he will hot do it. 


If Ireland imports Cotton ditectly from the Weſt Indies, is 
the Freight as high as to England from the Wet Indies? 

I do not underſtand that it is; but I cannot ſpeak decidedly 
upon that Subject. 


Do you know of any other Advantage enjoyed by Ireland in 
the Cotton ManufaQory, except the low Price of Labour ? 

There are Advantages by Bounties, but J do not apprehend that 
thoſe would apply generally to the Manufactute.— ] he Articles 
of our Manufacture ate diviſible hut into Two Parts, the one is 
the Raw Material, the ether the Manual Labour, _ 
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Do you not think that as Ireland became a manufacturing 
Country the Price of Labour would naturally rife ? 

I do think it would; but, as I have ſtated before, I apprehend 
the Increaſe of the Price of Labour in Ireland would be in Con- 
ſequence of the Transfer, and the Decline of the Manufactures of 

this Country. | 


Do you think that Manufactures always follow cheap Labour ? 
I will not ſtate that in all Caſes they follow cheap Labour, but 
I believe our ManufaQtures would follow cheap Labour, 


Did you ever know, or hear, that Raw Cotton was imported 
into this Country through Ireland ? | 

I never did; but if there is a great Conſumption of Cotton, 
and conſequently great Encouragement to the Importation of that 
Article into Ireland, it is far from improbable that this Country 


might import Cotton from Ireland. 


Do you know whether in Ireland the Maſter Manufacturer does 
not ſometimes pay his Workmen by the Piece ? | 
I underſtand he does. 


Do you know how much per Week the Manufacturer, when 

paid by the Piece, earns on Cloth of that Sort which is made in 
what 1s called a Nine hundred Reed? 
I do not know what he may gain per Week in the Manufactory 
of that Sort of Cloth made in the Nine hundred Reed; but, 
from the beſt Information I have been able to obtain, the Weaver, 
in manufacturing thoſe Goods that are about of a ſimilar Fineneſs 
and Quality to the moſt general Articles of our ManufaQure, 
gains or earns about 4s, per Week. 


Of what nature is that Information, and upon what Evidence 
do you ground your Opinion that the Price of Labour in Ireland 
is 4, per Week? 

From Converſation with Perſons of that Kingdom, who have 
had Opportunities of knowing that Manufactory. „ 


Do you imagine that the Quantity of Cloth made in Ireland, 
and imported into Great Britain, for the Conſumption of this 
Count: y, of a Value not exceeding Fourteen Pence per Yard, 
exceeds the Quantity of Cloth of a ſimilar Price made in this 
Kingdom for Home Conſumption ?—This Queſtion is with regard 
te Linens. | 

With reſpect to Linens, though I am not competent to ſpeak 
preciſely on the Subject, I apprehend the Importation of Goods 

; coſting 


Lay 1 
cbſting the Iriſh Manufacturer Fourteen Pence and under, exceeds 
the Quantity manufactured for ſimilar Purpoſes in this Kingdom, 


Is it not a (conſiderable Advantage to the Iriſh Manufacturer, 
Mr. Arkwright's Patent not extending to that Country ? _ | 

If Mr. Arkwright enjoys an excluſive Right to the Spinning of 
Cotton in his Mode in this Country, there cannot be a Doubt but. 
that the Advantages Ireland would derive from the Formation and 
Uſe of thoſe Machines would be very conſiderable. 


Can you inform the Committee if any Agreement has been. 
made with Mr, Arkwright, ſince that Verdict was given in his 
Favour, by any of the Manufacturers; and what Sum has been 
offered for the — of working with his Machine? | 

I know nothing poſitively on the ſubject; but I have heard that 
there have been Hock Agreements made, at the Rate of 5s, per 
Spindle per Annum,—This is merely from Report. 


Do you not know, that a great Quantity of Proviſions are im- 
ported from Ireland into Lancaſhire, for the Uſe of the Manu- 
facturers of that County? | 


I have underſtood that there are. 


Do you know that the Exportation of Proviſions from Ireland 
is the next Trade, in Point of Conſequence, to the Exportation 
of Linen? | | | | 

I have always underſtood that it is; and lately I have been par- 


— informed, by a very large Contractor for Iriſh Proviſions, 
that it is. ö . 


Is it not your Opinion, that the flouriſhing State of the Linen 
Manufacture in Ireland ariſes chiefly from the Liberty which 
they have of importing it Duty- free into this Country ? 

The flouriſhing State of the Linen Trage in Ireland is certainl 
very much occaſioned by the free Importation of it into this 
Country; and the Preference it has in this Market is, I appre- 


hend, to be accounted for in the Manner in which I have before- 
ſtated it, from the low Price of Labour, 


Is it not your Opinion that the Duty on Houſes, Windows, 
and Lands, and the Pariſh Rates in this Country, do greatly ex- 
ceed what is levied on the ManufaQturer in Ireland, under the 
Name of Hearth Money ? 

| I apprehend the Duty on Land, and the Pariſh Rates, do con- 
ſiderably exceed that Hearth Money, as I have underſtood it; but 
I do not know that the Duty on Houſes and Windows in this 
Caſe applies, becauſe the Cottages in which the Manufacturers 
rclide are, I believe, exempt 8 both. 


Do 
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Do you think the Manufacturers pay either Land Tax or Pariſh 
Rates, any more than they do the Duty on Houſes and Windows ? 


The firſt- mentioned Rates they will frequently be exempted 
fiom—The Tax on Land 1 rather think will frequently apply. 


What is the whole Expence per Cent. of bringing Goods from 
Ireland to the London Market? | | 


l am not certain, not being concerned in the Importation of 


Iriſh Goods into the London Market; but the Average of the 
Expences attending the Importation of Iriſh Goods into Great 
Britain will not, I believe, exceed L. 24 per Cent, 

; What is the Expence of bringing Goods from Mancheſter to 


London by Land Carriage? "RY 
The Expence of Land Carriage on our Articles is about £1; 


per Cent, 


When you ſtated, that you employed many Thouſand People in 
the Manufacture, and from Seven hundred to One thouſand in the 
[n Buſineſs, did you mean to ſay that they worked for you 

one . X | 

The Weavers employed in the Manufacture many of them fre- 
quently work for more than One Houſe, thoſe in the Printing 
are conſtantly employed by One Houſe. 


Can you inform the Committee of the Average Price which 

Weſt India Cotton bore in the Britiſh Market for the Year 1784 ? 

I cannot preciſely ſpeak of the Average Price, there was a con- 
ſiderable Fluctuation in the Price. | 


Do you know the Average Price it bore in the Iriſh Market for 
the ſame Year? | 
_ -. | 
When you ſtated the Expence of bringing Iriſh Goods to the 
Britiſh Market, did you mean to include in. that the Inland Car- 


; ron the Place of Manufacture to the Place of Exportation ? 


* 


id not. | 
And then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Counſel informed the Committee that he had no more 
Witneſſes to call. „%% 


. And he was heard, 
And then he was directed to withdraw. 


To report a Progreſs, &c. 
„ 0" 


. 8 


* my, ow 


And the Title of the ſaid Report was read. 
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Mercurii, 6 die Aprilis 1788. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt- 
ment of the Commercial . between Great 
Britain and Irelanc. 


'EY Committee being informed, That the 'Commiſſianers 
of the Cuſtoms attended at the Door; 3 


They were called in, * hon 

The Report ® of the Commiſſioners for Macken and cauſing 
to be levied and collected, His Majeſty” $ Ow in run to 
an Order of this Committee. 6 07 7151; > 


And then they were directed to withdraw; © - 


To report a Progreſs, &c. 
III. 5 14 & N 
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| | Jovis, 10-die Aprilis 19185. 


| OR COMMIT TEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt- 
| ment of the Commercial A between Great 
| | Britain and Ireland.. { 


| HE Committee being informed, That the S 
of Exciſe attended at the Door; | 


They were called i in, and preſented 
The Report & of the Commiſſioners of rouge gh in ans of 


| +the Order of this Committee. 
: | And then they were direQed to withdraw. | ab l b 


And the Title of he ſaid Report was read. 


y 
«a 


The Committee bei informed, that Counſel attended on the 
Part of the Petition of fie Merchants, Manufacturers, and others, 
g ry reſident in the Town and Neighbourhood of Mancheſter, 


The : Counſel (Mr. Erſkine) was called in. 


Then the ſaid Petition was read, Setting forth, That the Peti- 
tioners preſume, with all Humility, to expreſs bow much they 
are alarmed at the Propoſitions which have been lately moved in 
the Houſe, reſpeCting the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland, which as they conceive will, if paſſed into 

A Law, moſt effentially i injure the Commerce and Manufactures of 


this Kingdom: And therefore praying, that they may be heard 
in Suppere of their Petition at the 2. o the Houſe. 


The Committee was moved, That the Petition of the Callicoe 
Manufacturers and Printers of the County Palatine of Te 
and Counties adjacent, might be read, 


And the fame being read accordingly ; 


The Counſel was heard in Support of the Petition now under 
Conſideration. 


* 
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This Report being already printed, is not here inſerted, 
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Mr. THOMAS WALKER called in, and examined. 


— 9 you examined before a Committee of Privy Council ? 
„Tes. 


On what Day was you fiſt oxamibed * 
The ziſt Day of January laſt. 


Had you Notice given * on what Subject you was to be 
examined? 


] had not. | FA 


On what Occaſion was you.in London? ö 
I was delegated by the Town of Mancheſter to ** a Me- 
- morial to the Treaſury, ſoliciting for a Repeal of the Act paſſed in 


bn _ Seſſion impoſing a. Duty on bleached and dyed Cotton 
tuffs. 


Had you or your Farley any Knowledge of the Iriſh Pro- 
poſitions? 


I had not; nor did I ever hear that any One in the Town of 
Mancheſter had. 


It appears by the Report, 7 the Commicte of Privy Council 
(Page 37) that you was aſked :— 
« Have the Iriſh Manufacturers any Advantage over the 
* Britiſh in the Price of Labour.“ 
And that you was alſo aſked, _ 
Do not you conceive chat the Art and 12 of the 
* Britiſh Manufacturer will ſecure to him an en 
in theſe Branches of Trade?” 0 
To which you gave certain Anſwers, —You was s then aſked— 
If the Iriſh and Britiſh Manufacturers in the Cotton 
«© Trade were put upon the ſame Footing with reſpect 
« to Taxes. and Bounties, as well internally as upon 
«« Export from one Country to the other, ſtould you 


% have any Reaſon to apprehend a Competition in the 
Britiſh or Iriſh Market?“ 


What Anſwer did you then give to this laſt Queſtion? 
That I conceived I had anſwered it by the Anſwers J had ge en 
to the Two preceding Queſtions, 


Whether the ſame Queſtion was repeated te to you alter you had 


ſaid, that you conceived you had anſwered it by the two preceding 
; Anſwers ? 


It was. 


Do you recolle& the Anſwer exactly which you gave to the 
| Queſtion, when put again? 


I do not remember exactly, but I am very much miſtaken if 
the Word theſe made any Part of it. 


Who 


—1 
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Wha. examined you? 
Mr. Jenkinſon. 


Do you recollect to have had any Converſation with Mr. Jen- 
kinſon as to what you meant by all Reſpects, as contradiſtinguiſh- 
ed from all Tuest Reſpeds ? 

Ido. When I was examined ſome Days afterwards, I told Mr, 
2 that by the Words all Reſpeds I meant that Ireland and 

land ſhould be on equal Terms——He aſked me, if I ſup- 
ed that Great Britain could lay a Tax on Iriſh Windows, _ 


pO 


and various other Articles, which he enumerated; or, that I ſup- 


poſed that the Duties could be taken off the ſame Articles in Eng- 
land to which I anſwered, that I had no ſuch ExpeQation, but 
that till that was done, or the Countries were by ſome Means put 
upon the ſame Footing, the Iriſh and Engliſh — 90 
not be on the ſame F ooting. 


Was it not underſtood between Mr. Jenkinſon and you, at the 
. Time of your laſt Examination, that (wh n uf Li ſaid, that if the 
Cotton Trade was protected by J ioz per Cent. it would be a 
ſufficient Security) you took into your Confidetation likewiſe an 
E ualit y between the Countries in all other Reſpects? 
underſtood it in that Light, and I have no doubt but Mr, Jen- 
| kinſon underſtood it in the ſame Light, 


At what Time did that Converſation of the taxed State of Eng- 
land, and the untaxed State of Ireland, take ee it on the 
Day of your laſt Examination? 

It was on pany” the 5th of February. 7 


Has the Fuſtian Trade to Ireland increaſed or decreaſed of late? 
It has decreaſed very conſiderably. 


'To what do you attribute that Decreaſe ? | 
To the great PerfeQion to which they have brought the Fuſtian 


Manufactures.) 


In what Parts of Jeeland i is the Fuſtian Trade canigd on to the 
greateſt Extent ? 
At Proſperous, about Eighteen Miles from Dublin, here I am 


told, in the Manufacture of Captain Brooke alone, there are at 


this Time at leaſt Five thouſand People employed. 


Do you know any other Parts of Ireland where this Manu- 
facture is carried on? 
I am told that it is carried on at Belfaſt, Newry, and Balbriggen: 


How 


| | 
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, How long has the Fuſtian ManufaQure been eſtabliſhed in Ire- 
and ? F 
They have manufactured Fuſtians in ſmall Quantities for ſome 
Time. I cannot ſay the particular Time, but not in any Degree 


to the Extent they now carry them on, till within theſe laſt Two 
or Three Years. 


Do you know of any Offers made to any Manufacturers or 
principal Workmen to leave this Country and ſettle in Ireland ? 

I do—T know ſeveral principal Manufacturers who have lately 
had very advantageous Offers made them to leave this Country 
and go to Ireland ; and I have a Letter in my Hand, which, if I 
am permitted to read, will point out very ſtrongly the Advantages 
that Country enjoys over this: lt is ſigned Thomas D. Brooke, 
dated Proſperous, gth December, 1783, and directed to Mr. R. 
„ Garret, near Mancheſter, and is to the following 
Effect: 

Preſperous, near Naas, Ireland, 
| 9 December 1783. 
SIR, | 

YOU may perhaps think it exrraordinary to be troubled with 
a Letter from a Stranger ; but as a Brother Manufacturer J have 
heard of you, and as it is not 2 — but that you may have 
heard of my Brother, Captain Brooke, I hope you will excuſe 
the Liberty I take. \ 

The Purport of my Letter is to throw out for your Conſidera- 
tion a propoſal for a Connection in the Printing Line; and to 
enable you to judge how far ſuch a Connection might be eligible, 
I ſhall juſt ſtate a few Circumſtances, 


iſt, Excepting on Coarſe Linens, there is very little Print- 
ing done in this Kingdom, our Home Conſumption being chiefly 
ſupplied from your Side; and the Goods pay a Duty of Fo per 
Cent. and will probably have a heavier Duty laid on before this 
Seſſion of Parliament is over, ä | 

2dly. We have no Printers here with any Capitals worth nam- 
ing, and therefore the Buſineſs is very badly conducted. 


3dly. Our Factory is the only One in the Kingdom in which 
any conſiderable Quantity of good Cottons or Callicoes are made, 
excepting One or | wo others. 

athly. There is no Exciſe Duty here. : 

1 There is the ſame Freedom of Export that you enjoy 
in England, Linens much cheaper, and high Bounties on low- 
priced Printed Goods, 


Now 


1 50 J 


Now from theſe Premiſes I think the following Coneluſion may 
be drawn, viz. That a complete and well- conducted Printing T4 
tabliſhment here would turn out moſt advantageouſly,—And to 

fove that greater Advantages would be derived from attempting 
it in Connection with us, than from any Strangers attempting it 
ſingly, I ſhall mention the following Circumſtances, | 


iſt. A ready Market is eſtabliſhed for the Sale of all we ma- 
nufaQure z and the public Tide is in our Favor. 
2dly. We are acquainted with the Cuſtoms of the Country, 
and the People ia it. 
zdly. Our Capital, and the Number of our Looms, enables 
us to extend in whatever Department of the ManufaQure turns to 
beſt Account, 
athly. Our Situation is convenient, only Eighteen Miles 
from Dublin z we have the Benefit of Water Carriage by the 
Canal; the Land on which our Factory is erected, and all the 
Buildings, belong to my Brother, ſo that there can be no Combi. 
nations z and we might form what Regulations we pleafed, pro- 
vided they were not unjult, 
Sthly. The Water is uncommonly good for bleaching and dy- 
ing; and Firing is plenty. | 
6thly. Almoſt all the expenſive Work is done, the Green 
complete, Coppers, Preſſes, Stoves, Callendars, &c. &c. &c. 
all in working Order, ſo that we might ſtart into the moſt exten- 
five Work even this Spring. 
ythly. We have ſome excellent Hands in the Machinery Way, 
with all neceſſary Tools and Work Shops.—We work Charles 
Taylor's Patent Machine to full Yard Wides in Perfection, in- 
fomuch as to execute narrower and neater Bengals than was ever 
done in any Printing Ground (to my Belief) in Europe z and we 
have beſides ſome other extraordinary Machines, calculated for 
Expedition. We have for ſome Time printed our Cottons, Cal- 
licoes, and Velverets ; and although we can execute as 
Work as any in the Kingdom, and although my Brother has lately 
got a Parliamentary Grant of 'Twenty-five thouſand Pounds, 
* he wiſhes for a Connection in the Printing Department, and 
the following Reaſons :— When we began the Manufacture, 
we were obliged to do every thing, or nothingz and accordingly 
we now ſpin, weave, cat, dye, dreſs, finiſh, bleach, and print; 
to ſuperintend and manage which is too extenſive for Mr. Ogden 
and myſelf, who have the chief Guidance of every Thing; and 
beſides, the Length of Time Goods lie on Hands, from the Raw 
Cotton till they are printed, told, and paid for, demands a very 
| | powerful 
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powerful Capital.— Having been thus explicit, I ſhall jaſt men · 
tion, that I would not wiſh to form a Connection with a Perſon 
who would not throw in at leaſt C. 5, ooo, more if he pleaſed, 
and we ſhould equal him, or not, as might be agreed. We 
ſhould leave the general Conduct of the Buſineſs _—_— to the 
Partner, whom I would ſuppoſe to be Maſter of it.— I forgot to 
mention, that this is a cheaper Country than your's, and that 
Labour 1s cheaper accordingly z and I alſo omitted to mention, 
that there is a late AQ of Parliament made here, which guards 
againſt the dangerous Conſequences, which frequently uſed to 
attend Partnerſhips, Reſpecting my Brother's Character and my 
own, I ſhall leave that to the World. 


I am, Sit, 
Your very humble Servant, 
Thomas D. Brooke. 


P. 8. The Printing Buſineſs has been greatly kept down here, 
by the Printers following Engliſh Patterns ; ſo that the Novelty, 
and good Prices attending that Novelty, was all overcome before 
the Drapers could get their Goods from the Printers, —If One of 
1 Sons were fixed here, and a proper Correſpondence preſerved, 
| will venture to ſay we ſhould ſkim the Cream of the Iriſh Market, 


Whether, if the Reſolutions of the Iriſh Parliament ſhould 
paſs into a Law, do you think there would be Danger of the 
Manufacturers transferring their Capitals to Ireland? : 

I am confident that the ManufaQurers of this Country would 
transfer their Capitals to Ireland; and from the Letter I have 
Juſt read, ir appears to me, that is all the Iriſh want. 


Whether the prohibitory Duty upon Cotton, which exiſts at 
pony is not One of the Reaſons why the Iriſh Cotton Manu- 
acturer wants a Capital? 

I am greatly of Opinion that it is the chief Reaſon. 


Whether, if the Cotton Manufacturers of Ireland had the Eng- 


liſh Market open to them at the £,105 per. Cent. they could not 
underſell the Manufacturers at Mancheſter ? 


In the Fuſtian Trade, in which I am concerned, in many Arti- 


cles I have no Doubt but that they could at this Time do it; and 


I have every Reaſon to believe, that in a ſhort Time they would 
underſell us in the other Fuſtian Articles :—In the Check Trade 
from the Iriſh having the Raw Material from (. 7 to L.10 per 
Cent. or more Cheaper, beſides the Advantage of Labour, Exemp- 
tion from Taxation, &c. the ſame Argument holds good with reſ- 
deck to the Small Ware Trade 3 and I have been told, by the 


Firſt 
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Firſt Manufacturer in Mancheſter in the Silk Way, chat if the | 
Iriſh Reſolutions paſs into a Law, it will be impoſſible for him to 
carry on his Trade in this Country, Wn 


55 Whether the Iriſh Reſolutions will affect the Export Trade of 


this Manufacture? 


1 am of Opinion, that the Ninth Reſolution may very mate- 
nally affect the Export Trade to Ruſſia and Germany, 


In what Manner would it affect that Trade? =o 
- By ſecuring to Ireland the eternal Right of importing into 
England her Linens Duty- free, and by precluding this Country 
at any Time from lowering the Duties upon thoſe of Ruſſia and 
Germany. 


As the Linen Yarn comes dearer to the Engliſh ManufaQurer 
than to the Iriſh, you will account for the Difference of the Price, 
I have the Copies of Two Invoices here - By One of which it 
appears, that the Expences are Seven and a Half per Cent.; and 


by the other Thirteen—The Reaſon why One ſo much exceeds 


the other is, that the latter is 4 coarſer Kind of Yarn, of which 
the low-priced Checks are manufaQured, and on which the 
Duties fall the heavieſt. | 


Examined by Members of the Committee. 


The Committee was moved, That the Minutes of a certain Part 
of the Evidence given by this Witneſs, on Monday the 21ſt of 
March laſt, before a Committee of the Whole Houte, to whom it 
was referred to conſider of the Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, 


Land Owners, Merchants, ManufaRurers, Dyers, Bleachers, and 


others interefled in the Fuſtian Trade in the Towns of Man- 
cheſter, Salford, Bolton, Leigh, Warrington, Rochdale, Oldham, 
Aſhton, Bury, Chorley, + Stoc'tport, Macclesfield, and Chapel 
en le Frith, and in the Boroughs of Wigan and Newton, and of 
the reſpective Neighbourhoods of thoſe 'I'owns and Boroughs, in 


the Counties of Lancaſter, Cheſter, and Derby, reſpecting his 


Examination before a Committee of Privy Council, might be read 
to the Witneſs 3 bs G ; L 


And the ſame was read according] Y, and is as follows: 


— 
3 * 


Copies of theſe Invoices are inſerted at the End of this Day's Exami - 
e "g's nation, marked (A) and (B), * 1 


id Do 
* 
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Do you think that if the Britiſh and Iriſh Manufactures in the 
Cotton Trade were put on the ſame Footing with reſpect to 
Taxes and Bounties upon the ManufaQture, without being 
put preciſely on the fame Footing in reſpect to all relative 
Circumſtances, that all Dread of Competition cf the Iriſh 
Manufacture to the Britiſh would be removed? 

66 J do not, nor ever did. 


& Did you ever conſent to its being ſtated to be your Opinion 
that ſuch Dread would be removed ? 
4 No." | | ; 


The Committee was alſo moved, That the Minutes of a cer= 
tain other Part of the fame Evidence might be read; 


And the ſame were read accordingly, and is as follows: 


« Whether every Queſtion put to you by the Committee of 
Privy Council, after it was ſtated, was not diſtinctly read to 
you and Mr. Richardſon ? | | 

« Certainly, «bh 


& Inform the Committee whether every Anſwer that was given 
by you and Mr. Richardſon was not read over to you after it 
was taken down by the Clerk of the Council? 899 

« Jt was; but I do now recolle& a Circumſtance, and which I 
did not till this Day recollect, which I mentioned, and which 
] do not ſee in the printed Report, neither was it in the writ- 
ten one, which was—When I ſtated to the Committee of the 
Council the Increaſe of the Fuſtian Manufacture in Ireland, 
I mentioned a Circumſtance that I had from the beſt Autho- 
rity, of a Gentleman from America, who I think, as m 
Memory ſerves me, Eighteen Months ago came to purchaſe 
ManufaQures where he could meet with them on the beſt 
Terms, having the Advantage of Ready Money; he bought 
but few Fuſtians in Mancheſter, aſſigning for a Reaſon, chat 
he had been in Ireland, where he thought he could meet with 
them on better Terms, but that he would take a few from 
Mancheſter, which he did, and the Remainder he purchaſed 
from Ireland in his Return to America, with which he was 
ſo much better ſatisfied, that, as I am informed, he wrote to his 

Mancheſter Correſpondent he ſhould want no more Gaods 


from Mancheſter. 


* You will inform the Committee, whether you was not per- 
mitted to correct your Evidence, if there was any Omiſſion 
or Miſtake ; and whether you did not go with the Clerk of 
the Privy Council into the Room for that Purpole ? 


* I certainly did. 
H 2 | „ Whether 


l 541 


« Whether you was not permitted to have, and had a Copy of 
your own Evidence before the Committee of Council? 


4% J had, 


& Whether you did not ſend into the Committee of Council 
| "ma of your own Evidence ? 
« I did, | 


c Whether the following Queſtion was not put to you or Mr, 


Richardſon ; and whether you did not give the following 
Anſwer, viz. 


4 Q, If the Cotton ManufaQures of Ireland are made ſubje& 
« % a Dut of L. 105 per Cent. on Importation into Great 
« Britain, do you „ N the Iriſh Manufacturer will be 


« able to ſupply the Engliſh Market, to the Detriment of the 
«© Cotton Trade of this Country ? 


% A. If the Cotton Trade of this Country was protected by a 
% Duty of £.105 per Cent. upon the Importation of Cotton 
7% Goods from Ireland into this Country, we apprehend it 


« would be a ſufficient Security to our Trade for the Home 
ah Conſumption,” 


* Certainly ; but it had a Reference to the former Part of my 
Evidence. 


«© The Witneſs then read that Evidence from the printed 
Report, as follows. 


4 Q. Have the Iriſh Manufacturers any Advantage over the Bri- 
«* tiſh in the Price of Labour? 


© Manufacturers 


« A, We conceive that Labour is much'cheaper there than here, 
but in what Proportion we cannot ſay. The Iriſh muſt 
* have a great Advantage in the Cheapneſs of Proviſions be- 
«© ſides _ — from Land Tax, and Exciſe on Soap, 
4 Candles, ther, and many other Articles, while we are 

* burthened therewith, and in Stamp Duties upon Bills, Re- 
c“ ceipts, &c. &c. We know they have many of our Ma- 


* chines already, and we have no Doubt they will ſoon have 
* them all. | 


Q. Do not you conceive that the Art and Ingenuity of the 
* Britiſh ManufaQuurer will ſecure to him an Advantage in 
be theſe Branches of Trade? 

« Manufacturer 
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« Manufacturers | 


&« A, Undamped, unchecked, and untaxed, we have hot 2 
Doubt but he will be equal, if not ſuperior, to any other 
«© ManufaQurer in the World. 


&« Q. If the Iriſh and Britiſh Manufacturers in the Cotton Trade 
«« were put upon the ſame Footing with reſpect to Taxes and 
« Bounties as well internally as upon Export from One 
Country to the other, ſhould you have any Reaſon to ap- 
t prehend a Competition in the Britiſh or Iriſh Market? 
A. If we were put in all theſe ReſpeQs upon equal terms, we 
< ſhould not apprehend a Competition at either Market. 


« The Committee think it proper in this Place to inform Your 


*« Majeſty, that the above Witneſſes ſent the next Day, and 
deſited to cotrect their former Anſwer, 


«© Manufacturers 


A. If we can, in all Reſpe&s, be put upon equal Terms, Eng- 
land and Ireland will naturally ſupply themſelves with Cot- 
% ton Goods for their internal roy 1.4 Hom and in Foreign 
Markets we ſhall meet upon equal Terms; except in Ame- 
« rica and the Weſt Indies, where Ireland will certainly have 
an Advantage in Freight and Inſurance, excluſive of the 


very great Saving ſhe will enjoy in the Victualling of her 
«6 Ships.” 


Then the Witneſs proceeded. 


cc 


« My Idea was, that if we were in all Reſpects upon equal 


Terms, J. ioꝶ per Cent. would be a protecting Duty to this 
Country. 


Did you ever apply ta the Council to correct or explain that 


laſt Anſwer in the Manner now ſtated, or in any other Man- 
ner whatſoever ? | 
a I did not. * 


« Was not Mr. Thomas Stanley, a Member of this Houſe, 


reſent at the Examination before. the Cammittee of Privy 
ouncil ? | 


6 He was. 


* Did you not take it for granted, before you quitted the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council, that it was perfeQly underſtood 


by 


* 
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by the Members of that Committee, that this Expreſſion 
ein all Reſpeds” had a Reference to the former Anſwer ? 
* Undoubtedly, 


* Do you recollect the Chairman of the Committee of Privy 
Council deſiring to have the Words © in all THESE Reſpect,” 
inſtead of the Words in all Reſpeds ? | 

Perfectly well. 


© Were the Words taken as you deſired to have them taken? 
6 ] do not recollect the Word /e being Part of my Anſwer, 


© [The Queſtion and Anſwer again ſhewn him.] 


& Is not that taken in all Reſpects as you deſired it to be taken ? 
I do not recolle& that the Word 2-eſe, in the Firſt Anſwer, 
in Page 38, ſtood Part of my Evidence. 


& Was not you afterwards allowed to correct it; and does it 
not ſtand in the Anſwer, as correQted, ** in all Reſpect 
Certainly. 


. Was Mr. Thomas Stanley preſent when you was examined 
the Second Time? 
He was. 


« Whether, when you gave your Anſwer, alluded to in Page 
40, you apprehended, after what previouſly paſſed, that it 
could be conſtrued to mean that C. 105 per Cent. Duty would 
be a ſufficient Protection to the Englith Cotton ManufaQurer, 
England and Ireland not being put on an Equality in the 
Points you had before alluded to? 

I certainly did not apprehend that it could be conſtrued into 


an Idea that . ioꝶ per Cent. would protect the Home Con- 
ſumption of this Country. 


< Is the Committee to underſtand, that if this Houſe had pro- 
ceeded on an Opinion, that in your Judgment the . tog; 
per Cent. would have been a ſufficient Protection, without 
any other Meaſure being taken to render the Situation of the 
Countries equal, they would have proceeded under a miſ- 
take of your real Opinion ? 

* Certainly under a very great Miſtake, 


40 Have not you and Mr. Richardſon been frequently in Town 
ſince you laſt attended the Committee of Privy Council? 
We have been into Lancaſhire ſince that Time, where 2 


11 
ſtaid a Fortnight, and have been in London ſince the 13th 
Inſtant. | 


« Was not you in Town for ſome Days immediately after you 
attended the Committee of Privy Council ? 
« We were. , 


« Did you ever apply to explain ot correct your laſt Anſwer ? 
90 I did not, 


© Had you ever the leaſt idea that that Anſwer could be made 
uſe of in Support of the Propoſitions paſſed in the Iriſh Par- 
liament, and now under the Conſideration of a Committee 
of the Houſe of Commons ? 

&« [ certainly had not. 


% When you was before the Committee of Privy Council, was 
the O 12 of your Examination in any Degree explained 
to you | 

© Not till I had been there ſome Time; for I conceived that 
we were ſent for upon the ſame Occaſion on which I have 
now the Honour to ſtand at this Bar, 


« Was it not explained to you before Wn cortected your Evi- 
dence, and before you gave your laſt Anſwer. 

© ] cannot pretend to ſay whether it was not ſuggeſted to me 
after [ bal been examined for ſome Time by Mr. Stanley, 
that the Purport of the Examination was not for the Purpoſe 
of the Repeal of the Fuſtian Tax, which I thought it was, 
but concerning the Iriſh Buſineſs ; upon which I remarked, . 
that that was a Subject of that Magnitude, that I neither con- 
ſidered myſelf, nor any other Manufacturer, competent to 
give Evidence or an Opinion on a Queſtion of ſuch Magni- 
tude: Upon which it was remarked, and I think by Mr. 
Jenkinſon, that if we would attend that Evening at the Office 
of the Clerk of the Privy Council, we ſhould have a fair 
Copy of our Evidence to peruſe and correct: I did not 
with my Opinion to be relied on without having a Copy at 
Homez which, whether it was ſent to me at my Requeſt, or 
Mr. Jenkinfon's Offer, I cannot ſay. | 


« Did you attend the Committee of Privy Council on an Inti- 
mation that Queſtions relating to the Intercourſe between 
Great Britain and Ireland were in Agitation. 
© 1] did not. bo Fs 


" How happened you to attend the Committee of Privy Foe 


1 
# In confequence of a Note ſhewed to me by Mr. Stanley, on 
Sunday the zoth of January, which he had received from Mr. 
Rofe, requeſting that he would deſire the Manufacturers to 
attend at the Privy Council the next Day at 11 Clock. 
We were Four; Two Manufacturers and Two Printers 
Mr. Stanley accompanied us; and, preſuming it was on our 
Buſineſs, we went to the Treaſury, and were then directed to 
to the Council; but not One of the Party had the leaſt 
dea that it was on the Iriſh Buſineſs. e 


* Are you ſure that you did not voluntarily, of your own 


tween England and Ireland ? 

5 am very confident that I did not, nor Mr. Richardſon nei- 
ther, We ſent, on the 16th of February, ſome Information 
to Mr. Jenkinſon, which we had received from Mancheſter, 
and which is inſerted in the Report—We were only there on 
57 37ſt January and 5th February, — we were ſent for both 

imes. i 132 


Accord, attend on the Subject of what was going on be- 


F* You having ſpecified certain Exemptions from Taxes and 
Duties which the Iriſh enjoy, and whick gave them an Ad- 
vantage in this Manufacture above Great Britain—whether 
you do not think that the reſtrictive Terms of being put on 
equal Terms in a/l THESE Reſpe&ts was not a cloſer Anſwer, 
and more juſt Concluſion upon which the Committee of 
Privy Council was to form their Judgment, than the more 
general Terms of all Reſpeds ? 

When we were examined the Second Time before the Com- 
mittee of Priyy Council, and objected to the Word theſe, 
which Mr. Jenkinſon ſtrenuouſly contended for, we as ſtrenu- 
ouſly contended for the Word a/l, which we then conceived, 
and do now conceive, applies more ſtrongly to the Intereſts 
of this Country than the Word theſe.” | 


The Committee was alſo moved, That the Minutes of the laſt 
Queſtion and Anſwer of the ſame Evidence might be read; 


And the fame was read accordingly, and is as follow : 


Do you mean, hy the Declaration,“ that a Member of the 
«« Privy Council ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on the Uſe of the Word 
* theſe,” that any Member of the Privy Council had endea- 
voured to ſuggeſt to you Expreſſions different from your own 
Meaning and Intent; or whether it was intended only to pre- 

Tine, your correcting any Expreſſion you had before made 


ſe 0 — 
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cc When we came to the Committee of Council, on Saturd 
the 5th of February, Mr. Jenkinſon mentioned the Diſtinc- 
tion between all, and the/e ;—upon our giving our Ideas of 
what we meant by the World all, Mr. Jenkinſon replied, 
you do not ſuppoſe it poſſible for Great Britain co impoſe the 
ſame Taxes upon Ireland under which ſhe herſelf labours ; 
which we readily admitted that ſhe could not, but remarked 
that unleſs Great Britain had ſome Equivalent, the Engliſh 
could not be upon equal Terms with the Iriſh Manutac- 


turer.“ 
. 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, 


Was that the Evidence you gave before a Committe of this 
Houſe ? 


It was. 


Was not Mr. Fawkener the Clerk of the Privy Council, whom 


you attended on the Night of the 3 iſt of January laſt ? 
He was. | | : 


How long was you with Mr. Fawkener at that Time ? 


Whilſt I read over the Evidence z—how long that took I can- 
not ſay. | 


Were not many Corrections made in your and Mr. Richardſon's 
Evidence at that Time, at your Defire ? | 
There were ſome, but I do not think there were many. 


Had not you and Mr, Fawkener, at that Time, ſome Diſcourſe 
en the Words theſe Reſpeds ? 
Not that I recolleQ. PS 


Did not you expreſsly conſent, at that time, that the Word 
theſe ſhould ſtand Part of your Evidence ? | 

That I am very confident I did not; nor do I recollect its 
having been mentioned, | 


Are you ſure that the word theſe was not in the Copy of the 
Evidence which was then read to you ? nj 3 
To that Queſtion I muſt give the ſame Anſwer that I have often 
done, that I do not remember its ever being Part of my. Evidence. 


Do you know that any Number of Manufacturers in the Cotton 
Trade have yet gone from this Country to Ireland? 
I know ſome that have; any though without Property, and 


not | 


* 


* 


= — — — 
8 — 
- —— — — — > — OAT — oo oo oo, — 


1 60 J 
not of the higheſt Reputation, they have rendered eſſential Sentier 
to Ireland, and done much injury to England — The Mr. Ogden 


alluded to in the Letter which: I received from Mr. Brooke, was 
in 1793 a Servant of mine, at either Six or Eight Shillings a 


Week, but J am confident not more than Eight; and that has 


has been a very principal Means of bringing the Fuſtian Manu. 
factory to the Perfection it is now of in Ireland, though he has 
been there but a * wuy I e not t above Three or 
Four, © 5. 55: 


Do you know any of Property or Reputation that have gone 
from this Country to Ireland ? 
I do not; but I know ſeveral that will go, if the Iriſh Reſolu- 


tions paſs into a Law? | 


Do you know what are the "PER that Mr. Wake pays to his 
Manu acturers, in the. ſeveral Branches ? 
I do not. 6 


Do you know whether, on the Whole, "i are greater or leſs 
than are paid at Mancheſter ? 
I ſhould prefume leſs. 


vo you know whether the Prices of Labour of Carpenters, 
Bricklayers, or other Mechanicks, are e leſs. in Ireland than in 
Great Britain? | 

I do not. 


Is not Linen Varn a more important Article in the Manufacture 

of Linen, than it is in che Manufgeture of any Cotton Goods 
whatfoever? 

Undoubtedly. 4 


Do you know whether Great Britain has or has not a conſider- 
able increaſing Linen Manufacture? 

I do not know enough of the Linen Miuliure of this Ooun- 
try, to anſwer that Queſtion with any — 


What do you underſtand by the Capital of; Manufatturer, 1 
ther Money only, or do you add to it Euildings and Credit ? 

Money, and all the dae he is e of aa Al bis 
Debts are paid, HE 


In carrying on his Trade, do not you conſider his Building 
and Credit as Part of his Capital? 


I conſider his Buildings as Part of bis Property, and bi Credit 
be 


2 a very great Advantage to him. 


' 


- 
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Do not many Manufacturers trade to a much greater Extent 
than their Property after their Debts are paid ? 
I have no Doubt but they do. 


Is it in the Power of a Manufacturer to remove his Buildings 
to _— Country, without great Loſs, or without affecting his 
Credit ? | | ; __— a+: 

There muſt be ſome Loſs in the Sale of his Buildings certainly; 
—as to his Credit, if he is a Man of Property, I do not conceive 
how that can be affected by his Removal elſewhere. / 


Does not his Credit depend on the Knowledge which his 
* and Neighbours have of him, and on other local Circum- 

nces ? Ane , 

In ſome Degree it may. 


Is there any Part of the Evidence, which is entered as having 
been given before another Committee of this Houſe, on which 
you defire to make any Remark, for the particular Information of 
this Committe? | 

I was going to remark, that it is ſtated in the printed Report 
of the Council, ** That Mr, Richardſon and I ſent the Day after 
* we had been firſt examined, and deſired to correct the former 
* Anſwers,” which I muſt take upon me to ſay is a Miſtake 
which I wiſh to have corrected, as we never ſent at all. 


Did not you ſend at that Time a cotrected Anſwer to the laſt 
Queſtion that was put to you on the Firſt Day you was examined 
before the Committee ? 

We ſent a correQted Anſwer, it is very true—we returned our 
Evidence, that was the Fact: But it is ſtated in the Report, that 
we ſent for it; which we did not, | 


Whether it was not your and Mr. Richardſon's Deſire, that the 
Evidence ſhould ſtand corrected in the Manner in which you fo 
returned it ? | 

It was, as a Note of ours to Mr. Fawkener will, if it is referred 
to, explain: Therefore Mr. Richardſon and I were very much 
ſurprized to ſee in the printed Report Two Anſwers publiſhed to 
the ſame ge particularly as the One was an incorrect 
One, and all our other Anſwers were publiſhed in the corrected 
State only. | 


Whether it was not your Wiſh, that the Evidence, as correQted : 
by you, ſhould be as fair and complete as you could make it? 


It certainly was, 
I Whether 
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Whether you think any of the Circumſtances ſtated by you, in 
Anſwer to the Examination by the Counſel at the Bar, as being 
omitted in the printed Report of the Council, are material towards 
underſtanding your Evidence ? 75 
I Qſhould think that my Evidence, having References to the 
former Anſwers, very ſu 
derſtand it in that Light, —I wiſh to ſay, that when I mentioned 
the C. ioꝶ per Cent. I meant to refer to the Expreſſion of © un- 
checked, undamped,” —&c. &c. underſtanding it in that Light, 
it ſtands right. If others underſtand it in that Light, I have no 
other Explanation to give. a” pg 

Is the Committee to underſtand you, that the Evidence, as 
ſtated in the Report of the Council, appeared to you, and ſtill 
continues to appear to you, to contain all that is material towards 
underſtanding your Opinion on the Subject of the Queſtions put 
to you ? | VN oh 2 


It is impoſſible for me to ſay what Light other People may 
underftand my Evidence in; but I mylelf am perfectly con- 
vinced that £105 per Cent. cannot be, under all Circumſtances, 
a protecting Duty to the Cotton Manufacture of this Country, 
. unleſs Ireland and England are upon equal Terms in all other 
Reſpects. | | = | 


Do you imagine that will be collected to be your Opinion, from 
the following Words of your Anſwer at the Privy Council—* If 
« the Cotton Trade of this Country was protected by a Duty 
« of Vio per Cent. upon the Importation of Cotton Goods 
*< from Ireland into this Country, we apprehend it {would be 
2 a ſufficient Security to our Trade for the Home Conſump- 
tion?“ 


If that Anſwer was read alone, it would by no Means convey 
my Meaning. 


If you had thought there had been any Circumſtances omitted 
in your Evidence, which rendered it not ſufficiently clear or intel- 
ligible, would not you have thought it your Duty to ſupply ſuch 
Omiſſion; and had not you an Opportunity of doing ſo when 
the Evidence was ſent to you to be corrected ? | 


Had 1 conceived that any other Conſtruction could have been 


potiibly put upon it bur the One I myſelf meant, I moſt certainly 


thould have deſired to have corrected it; but I muit beg Leave to 
ſtate, that this Part of my Evidence was never ſent to me to cor- 


rect, nor did I ever ſee it after I quitted the Council Chamber 
with Mr. Stanley. i | 


Whether 


ciently explained itſelf, at leaſt I un- 
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Whether it ever occurred to you, that the Anſwer alluded to 
could be conſtrued to refer to a Part of what had preceded, and 
not to the While ? | | 


I had no Idea but what it referred to che Whole of my Evi- 
dence. 


Do you recolle& whether you did not ſtate the Advantages 
againſt — Engliſh Manufacture to be above double the (io 
per Cent.? | | 

do not recolleR that I did—but if I had, in ſome Articles of 
the Fuſtian Trade, I ſhould not have aſſerted more than what I 
can now prove, 


Is the Committee then to underſtand you, that when in your 
Anſwer you faid, the Protection of {.1o0F would be ſufh- 
** cient,” it was on a Suppoſition of the Two Countries bein 
likewiſe on equal Footings in all ReſpeQs, with regard to intern 
Taxes, as well upon other Articles of Conſumption as the Cotton 
Manufacture, and with regard to the Price of Labour, and every 
11 elſe attending the Expence of the Manufacture? | 

t Was. | 


Is the Committee to underſtand, that other Anſwers of yours 
containing your Opinion of what _— or what might not be 
apprehended from the Competition of Ireland, were alſo to be 
underſtood with a Reference to the antecedent Part of your Exa- 
mination ? 


The Witneſs ſays he does not underſtand the Queſtion, 


Queſtion repeated, 


Then, the Queſtion being objected to, 
The Counſel and Wines were directed to withdraw. 


Called in as, 
Queſtion repeated. 


The Witneſs aſks, whether that Queſtion refers to any parti- 
cular Anſwer ; and if it does, he deſires the Anſwer to be read. 


It does not mean to refer to any particular Anſwer, but to aſk in 

8 whether, as far as you recollect, you did, through the 
ourſe of your Examination, in the Anſwers you gave, keep in 

your own Mind a Reference as well to the preceding Examination 
as to the particular Queſtion? 

This is, I preſume, ſpeaking of the laſt Examination before 
the Council—In the laſt Examination I certainly alluded to the 
Evidence I gave at my former Examination, 0 

n 
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In both the Anſwers you, gave at the laſt Examination, had 
_ the ſame Reference to the. Anſwers you had given at your 


ormer Examination ? 
In the laſt Anſwer J 8 had that Reference; but I muſt 


# 


beg Leave to obſerve, that I had not the moſt diſtant Idea that this 
Examination of mine was to be printed, or that it was to be ex- 
plained by any Man but Mr. Jenkinſon, who J conſidered as a 
Gentleman who would have given my. Examination that Interpre- 
tation that it was fairly entitled to, from knowing à Number of 
Circumſtances which do not appear in the printed Report. 


Queſtion repeated. 
The former Anſwer, i 
Bounties only in the Cotton Manufacture. 


f I recolle® it, refers to Duties and 


. 


Is the Committee then to underſtand, that the former Anſwer 
does not refer, in all ReſpeQs, to that Equality which the latter 
Anſwer is ſuppoſed to do? N Ny | 

I'miſt beg Leave here to obſerve, that J had no Opportunity 
of correcting either of thoſe Anſwers'z nor does it appear to me a 
Matter of the leaſt Conſequence to the Public, whether I had 
either cottected them, or given them—if the Committee will 
only take into Conſideration what could be the poſſible Uſe that 
could” he made of them; for it ſurely cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
the O nion of a. F uſtian Manufacturer is by any Means neceſſary 
to 48 Matter of ſuch great Importance as the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a: Commercial Intercourſe between Great Britain and 
Ireland—for, if it has any Meaning, it muſt, be Juſtification for 
its Object, and not Information, when my Evidence was taken 
only Forty-eight Hours before Mr. Orde moved the Propoſitions 


in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons. 


When you ſpeak of the Opinion of a Fuſtian ManufaQurer, 
do you mean Opinion on the general Queſtion, or with reſpect 
to vour own Trade ? 

i. To the-general Queſtion, 


During the whole Period of 'the Examination before- the Privy 
Council, had you any Knowledge whatever, or any Information 
or Conjecture, reſpecting the Eleven Propoſitions of the Iriſh Par- 
liament, relative to which you are now giving your Evidence? 

Not the moſt diſtant Idea. 


t ä 


Now that you have ſeen thoſe Propoſitions,-and have conſidered 
| | them, do you, on the fulleſt Deliberation, think that £.10% 


= - 
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per Cent. will be a ſufficient Protection to the Manufactures of 
this Country ? | ; | 
1 do nat. 


In the Converſation with Mr. Fawkener, for the Purpoſe of 
correcting your Evidence, was Mr. Richardſon preſent? 
He was. ' 


Was the Evidence read to you and Mr. Richardſon, or did 
you read it yourſelves ? f | | 
I cannot ſpeak poſitively to that. 


You have ſtated that you believe great Capitals will remove from 
this Country to Ireland, if the Propoſitions. paſs into a Law— 
do you believe that ſkilful Workmen will go with the Capitals ? 

I have no Doubt but that they will. 


Though the Wages of inferior Workmen may in general be 
low in Ireland, is it not extremely probable that high Wages 
would be given to Perſons peculiarly ſkilful, to induce them to 
remove, and to take Charge of the increaſing Manufactures? 

No Doubt but there would. : 


In ſpeaking of the Removal of Capitals, is it not probable that 


Parts of Capitals would be removed from particular Houſes in 
Trade? 


I am well authorized in ſaying that there would be. 


May not a Part of a ManufaQturer's Capital be removed, with- 


out expoſing him to the Expence of ſuffering Loſs by his Build- 
ings, and the other Loſſes you before mentioned! 
Certainly. * 


In the Fifth Propoſition, you will have obſerved, that when 2 
Duty is laid in this Country on the Manufacture, or the Materials 
of the Manufacture, that Duty is to be counteryailed by a ſimilar 
Duty upon the Importation of the ſimilar Manufactures into this 
Country z—will then the Duty of One Penny per Yard, to be paid 
on the Importation of Iriſh manufactured Cotton into this Coun- 
try, as the countervailing Duty of the One Penny per Yard im- 
ay by the AR of the laſt Seſſion, be a Compenſation for the 

anufacture of this Kingdom, fo as in that Reſpect to place the 
Engliſh and [riſh Manufacturer on an equal Footing ? 

By no Means, for the Iriſh Manufacturer will only be charged 
with One Penny per Yard in the Eugliſn Port, whilſt the Engliſh 
Manufacturer, ' independant of paying the ſame Sum in the Firſt 
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Stages of his Manufacture, will, inthe Exciſe Laws, have been 


ſubjected to various Reſtrictions, Embarraſſments, Impediments, 
| Riſks, and Expences, which the Iriſh Manufacturer will have 
been totally exempt from, and which will operate as a Bounty to 
the Iriſh Manufacture in the ſame Degree that it oppreſſes the 
Engliſh Manufacture. Ä | 


How long has Mr. Brooke's Manufacture been eſtabliſhed in 
Ireland ? 
I do not know. 


Is it carried on to any conſiderable Extent ? 
I preſume it is, 


Do you know, or believe, that the Cotton Goods are there ma- 
nufactured cheaper than at Mancheſter or its Neighbourhood ? 
If a Judgment may be formed from the Decreaſe of the Fuſtian 

Trade from Great Britain to Ireland within the laſt Four Years, 
and of the Increaſe of the Iriſh Export Trade, during the ſame 
Period, it is very reaſonable to infer that the Goods are made 
conſiderably cheaper there than in England, 


Have you any other Means of forming a n that the 
Goods are manufactured cheaper there than in England ? 
They are ſold cheaper. | 


Is that within your own Knowledge ? 

It is from ſuch Information that I cannot doubt; and if the 
Committee will give me Leave, I will read an Extract of a Letter 
from a Manufacturer in the Town of Mancheſter, which will 
_ eſtabliſh it beyond all Doubt.—lt is from Mr. Thomas Smith, 
dated Mancheſter, March 3oth, 1785, as follows: | 


Extract of a Letter from Mr, Thomas Smith, of Mancheſter, 
to Mr. Thomas Walker ; dated from Mancheſter, 3oth of 
March 1785. 


THE Number of Hands employed in the Small Ware 
Manufacture, I preſume, may be Three Thouſand, who muſt 
ſoon be — to emigrate, if theſe Propoſitions take 
place, For my own Part, I cannot heſitate a Moment to declare 
my fim Intentions of going to Ireland, whenever they are 
confirmed, _ | 

About Thirty Years ago, this Kingdom imported from Holland 
all-the Tapes they conſumed, commonly called Holland or Dutch 
Tapes—but a Mr. Cornelius Vanſandford, a Native of Holland, 
emigrated to this Country, and eſtabliſhed that ManufaQtory 
bere; and ever ſince we have been capable of ſupplying * ee 


1 


Markets with thoſe Articles, and to export conſiderable Quanti- 
ties to America, If ſuch Conſequences could ariſe from One 
Man emigrating, how much more is to be dreaded from a conſide- 
rable Number ? CL 

So far relates to the Small Ware Buſineſs. With reſpect to the 
Iriſh Manufactures of low priced Fuſtians, they have made? ſuch 
a progreſs in thoſe Articles, that I have it from undoubted Autho- 
rity, they are now ſelling Half Ell White Jean, or Lining Fuſtian, 
from 16s. to 19s, per Piece, of Twenty Yards long, equal in 
Quality of thoſe ſelling here at 215,—the ſame Proportion in Pil- 
low Fuſtians, and low priced Linen Back Corderoys.—I have this 
Day with me a Merchant from America, who has purchaſed all 
his low priced Cotton Goods from Ireland, and only purchaſed 
from me a few of the higher priced Kind. Theſe are Facts I am 
ready to ſubſtantiate any Way you chuſe : And you are at full 
Liberty to make uſe of my Name, in Proof of theſe Aſſertions, 
at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, | = 


Yours, &c. 2 
N. B. The Small Ware Manufacture conſiſts of Garters, Bind- 
ings, &c. &c. — 
Then the Counſel and Witneſs were directed to withdraw, 


+ To report a Progreſs, &c, - 
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The following are the „ before referred to in 
52 


. 
8 Truſſes Derry Yarn, Nos 52 to 67 Bds. per Truſs, 


454 Bds. or 2,270 Spangles, at 2s. 23d. - £.253 — 21 


Real Invoice and Laſt Exchange, L. 7 per on, 16 1 4 
W SR had — — — 


Iriſh Yarn ie cheaper Prime Coſt Sterling — — 4. 236 9 11 


than any other. 

* viz. Inſurance, at 21s. per Cent. e £2 9 8 
At Londonderry. 

Bundling and packing, at 27. 6d. L.1 — — 


Loſs in the Wrappers and Ropes — 10 8 
Hay, Twine, Carts* and Porter- | 


age, 8d. 9 1 
Duty 265 Hds. 16. 5 838 
Quayage, Patte, and Landw" Fees 17 — 
Part Entry —— — — 6 3 
Commiſſion . a per Cent. — 83 88 

| ai 4 23 
Exe £7 per Cent. — 1 9 1 
— 20 15 1 
Charges at Liverpool. 
Entry and Part Certife 2s. 2d.; 
Town's Duty 47. 8 — 6 2 
Landwaiters 2s. Cartage 25. N 

terage 25. 8d. — — 6 8 

Comtmiſſion — — a © ww 


Freight on 8 Truſſes, 12s, — 4 16 — 
ER — 5 16 10 


Charges on Canal between Liverpool and — 


Freight on 8 Truſſes, at 2s. 3d. - — 18 — 
Cartage — 2 — 534. —- 3 4 


As near J. 1 3 per Cent. as poſſible. — 
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(B.) 


Truſs 90 Bundles. 


5 


450 Spa, at 25. 3d. 
Exchange /. 7 per Cent. 
At Londonderry. 


Sterling — L.47 


Charges, viz., 


Inſurance — — — 9 IO 
Charges at Derry. 
„ 
Bundling and Packing — 2 6 


Loſs in Wrappers and Ropes , — 2 — 
Hay, Twine, Cartte, and Portge — — 8 
Duty and Fees — — 119 — 


—_— 


| 2 4 
Exc. C.) per Cent. — — 2 11 
E 
At Liverpool. 
Entry and Part 2 x. 2d.; Town's 
Duty 6d. — 28 
2 3d. Cart Ln Porterage ak — — 10 
Commiſſion — — 12 
Freight — — — 12 — 
On Canal between Liverpool and Mancheſter. 
Freight — — — — 2 3 
- —— 
Sterling — L/. 3 10 3 
£. 71 Per Cent. — — 
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Lune, 11* die Aprilis 1785. 


COMMITTEE of . the Whole Houſe, on 1 Adjuſt- 
ment of the Commercial Incercourls between "Great 
_— and Ireland, 


Pu. Committee 8 to the further Hearing of Evi- 
dence in Support of the Petition of the Merchants, Manu- 
faQurers, and others reſident i in the Town and Neighbourhood of 
Mancheſter. 


The Counſel was called in. 


Mr. THOMAS RICHARDSON called in, and examined, 


Was you examined before the Committee of Fr Council? 
1 was. 


Was you IG acquainted with the Objeat of the Exami- 
* ? 
o. 


Upon what Occaſion wes you in Town when you was ex- 
amined ? 

I was deputed by the Coun of Mancheſter and the Neighbour- 
hood, with Mr. Walker, to preſent a Memorial to the Treaſury, 
praying for a Repeal of_ the AQ of laſt Seſſion impoſing a Nur on 
bleached and dyed Cottons. 


Had you then any Knowledge of the Reſolutions of a Iriſh 
Parliament being intended to be propoſed to that Parliament 5 
No, not to my recollection. 


Was you prepared to ſpeak on the . of {i Reſo- 
lutions to the Manufactures of Mancheſter ? "yy 


Certainly not. 


Was you preſent when the Queſtion—“ Have the Triſh 1 Manu- 
4% factures any Advantage over the Britiſh in the Price of La- 
4 bour,” "was aſked of Mr. Walker before the Committee of 
| Privy Council? | 
I Was. » 
| 7 Ws Va” | Lal i Did 


— 
„„ _a a 


„ 
Did he give the Anſwer which is ſtated in the priated Re- 
? | | 
PHe did, | 
Do you recolle& the Queſtion that follows that Anſwer being 
aſked Mr. Walker, viz Do not you conceive that the Art and 
« Ingenuity of the Britiſh Manufacturer will ſecure to him an 


Advantage in theſe Branches of Trade?“ 
I do. 


Do you remember the very Words of the Anſwer, that they 
were as ſtated in the printed Report ? 
Perfectly Well. 


Vou will Inform the Committee, when the next Queſtion was 
put to Mr. Walker, what Anſwer he gave to it; and does his 
Anſwer appear on the Face of the Report? 

I do not ſee his Firſt Anſwer on the Face of the Report: His 
Firit Anſwer, as near as I can recolleR, was this“ I conceive 
“have anſwered that Queſtion already by my Anſwer to the 
% Two preceding Queſtions.” XS: 


Was the Queſtion, ſo ſtated oy Mr. Walker to have been an- 
W before, put again by the Examiner? 
t Was. 


What Anſwer did Mr. Walker give to it when ſo put again ?— 
The Queſtion was this: If the Iriſh and Britiſh Manufacturers 
in the Cotton Trade were put on the ſame Footing with re- 
© ſpect to Taxes and Bounties, as well internally as upon Export 
8 — One Country to the other, ſhould you have any Reaſon 
to apprehend a Competition in the Britiſh or Iriſh Market.“ 

The Anſwer, as it is ſtated in the printed Report, is“ If we 
« were put in all theſe Reſped,“ I do not recolle& that Mr. 
Walker lid, « all THESE Keſpedts,“ but believe that he ſaid, in 
* ali Reſpeds.” 


It is {aid in the Report, that The Committee think it proper 
“in this Place to inform Your Majeſty, that the above Witneſſes 
« ſent the next Day, and deſired to correct their former Anſwer 

in the following Manner z“ did you fend the next Day, and 
deſire to correct your Anſwer ? 

Ve did-not—the Evidence was ſent to us by Mr. Fawkener, as 
I ſuppoſe for CorteCtion. | 


Was you preſent on the Re-examination on this amended 
Anſwer ? — 
I was, 
Mr. 


8-1. 

Mr. Walker there ſaid, ** That if the Cotton Trade of this 
4% Country was protected by a Duty of £.107 per Cent. upon 
* the Importation of Cotton Goods from Ireland into this Coun- 
« try, we apprehend it would be a ſufficient Security -to our 
Trade for the Home Conſumption ;”*—was it then underſtood 
to mean that the Cioꝶ per Cent would be a Protection, if Ire- 


land and England were in all ReſpeQs on an equal footing, as he 
had before ſaid ? 


Certainly it was. 


How do you know it was ſo underſtood by the Examiner ? 

When we were ſent for a Second Time to the Council, Mr. 
Jenkinſon pointed out this Anſwer : -** If we can in all Reſpe#s 
be put upon equal Terms,” &c. —Now, ſays he, we mean in all 
THESE Reſpeds,—To which we replied, We mean in all Reſpetts 
upon equal Terms.-—-After we had contended ſome little Time, 
Mr. Jenkinſon ſaid, You do not imagine we can tax Iriſh Win- 
dows, Soap, or other Articles, which he enumerated, nor take 
off thoſe of this Country.—To which Mr. Walker replied, I 
have no ſuch Expectation; but unleſs Great Britain could have a 
fall Equivalent, we cannot be on equal Terms, 


Did you ſuppoſe that this Examination of your's was afterwards 
to be printed as Evidence in Support of the Iriſh Reſolutions, or 
that it was for the private Information of the Examiner ? ; 

I did not ſuppoſe it was to be printed; nor did I know for 
what Purpoſe we were examined, till the Examination was nearly 
completed, and then only from ſomething which Mr. Stanley 
ſuggeſted. - el 


Did you ever mean to admit that C. ioꝶ per Cent. was a pro- 
tecting Duty in the pt was: State of England and Ireland, with 
reſpeQ to Taxes and Labour? 

I did not, nor did J imagine any one elſe did. 


Have you not full Reaſon to believe, that the direct contrary of 
the Conſtruction which has ſince been put on your Anſwer, 
namely, that . 104 per Cent. is a ſufficient protecting Duty in 
the preſent State of England and Ireland, was known at the Time 
to be the true Conſtfuction by the Examiner? "+ 

I did not think at that Time, ſituated as England and Ireland 
now are, that C. og per Cent. could be a protecting Duty; and 
3 7 Mr. Jenkinſon put the Queſtion, 1 imagined he underſtood 
it ſo too. a | 


3 Examined 
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' Examined by Members of the Committee. 


Whether every Queſtion put to you by the Committee of Privy 
Council, after it was ſtated, was not diſtinctly read to you and 
Mr. Walker? | 

They were. - 


Whether every Anſwer given by Mr. Walker and you was not 
read over to you, after it was taken down by the Clerk of the 


Council? 
] believe they were. 


Whether you was not permitted to corre& the Evidence, if 
there was any Omiſſion or Miſtake, and whether you did not 
attend the Clerk of the Privy Council on the Evening of the 
ziſt January, for that Purpoſe ? EY hob 

We did attend that Evening, and made ſome few Corrections; 
but in the Courſe of the Examination either Mr, Jenkinſog of- 
fered, or Mr. Walker requeſted, but I think Mr. Jenkinſon 
offered, that we ſhould have the Examination ſent to our Lodg- 
ings ; there we correQted it, and I muſt own I was very much 
aſtoniſhed to ſee it publiſhed with every Anſwer as we corrected 
it, except the One with the Word 2he/e in it. | | 


Whether you and Mr. Walker had not a Converſation in the 
Clerk's Room, on the Evening ziſt January, concerning the 
Word theſe? 4 

Not to my Knowledge. 


Whether you and Mr. Walker did not there expreſsly con- 
ſent that the Word 7heſe ſhould ſtand Part of the Evidence, and 
that you would leave it ſo? | 

That I am certain we did not; and what ſtrikes me more is, 
that when the Evidence came the next Day to be corrected, the 
Word theſe ſtruck us forcibly. . 


You acknowledge then, that the Word theſe was in the cor- 
rected Copy ſent you by Mr. Fawkener ? 
lt was then in, but I do not recollect it was part of the Anſwer 
given. ä | 


>x Was there in the Copy that you afterwards returned, any 
other Alteration or Correction than the Second Anſwer, as it 
ſtands in the Report, to the laſt Queſtion, at the Firſt Exa- 
mination? 
Yes, ſeveral, ; 
* Did 


\ 
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Did you continue in Town any Time after the Second Exa- | 
mination ? | 


We did ſome little Time. 


Did you ever apply to make: any Alteration or Addition to 

the Anſwer you gave to thoſe Queſtions ? 

1 No, 1 never ſaw the 9 nor Anſwers after we left the 
oom. 


Were not 4 Queſtions 450 lader red to you fe the Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council after they were taken down 4 
I think they were. 


Was not, at ſome Period of the Firſt Day's Examination, the 
general Purport for which the Committee of Privy Council ſat, 
explained to you and the other Witneſſes who attended? 

1 had been there ſome Time before I had the leaſt Idea of what 


we were ſent for, nor did I 3 underſtand what was the 


Purpoſe 1 when I came away. 


When Mr. Walker began to Ae the Amount of toe Taxes 
laid laft Year, was it pot faid ro you all in the Committee of 
Privy Council, that the Committee were not nin on the 
Taxes of laſt Year, but conſidering of a nn atercoutle 
þetween Great Britain and Ireland ? 

1 do not recolle& any ſuch Thing. 


The former Queſtion and 4 at this Nuk 5, Fol. 73 
were read to the Witneſs, 


2 were the Alterations t to which you Wide is that An- 
| | | 
The whole ſtands now as we corrected it. . * 


- Is it now your Opinion, that C, tox per Cent. beſides A Duty 
to countervail the Duty laid on the 'Britiſh Manufacture, would 
(all Circumſtances conſidered) be a ſufficient r to the 
Britiſm Manufacturer? 

It is not, nor was it then. | 


By whom was it firſt ſuggeſted to you, that the tas of 
Privy Council was fitting on Propoſitions reſpeQing the Com- 
merce between Great Britain and Ireland ? 

Mr. Stanley firſt ſuggeſted it to me, that theſe Queſtions could 
not relate to the Tax, but that he imagined it was ſome Iriſh 
Buſineſs, | 

"Have 


x 
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Cauncil? 
] have, as far as relates to ourſelves, 


* you read the Introduction the Preamble to it? 
ve. 


Is it there ſtated, that the Committee fat on the Iriſh Reſoluti- 


ons ? 
I cannot recollect. 


Was you appriſed, that the Committee ſat on the Two ſpeci- 
fic Queſtions on which the Committee are ſtated to have been ap- 
pointed ? 2 TY. | 

No, I was not. 


; Was you appriſed, that they ſat on the Firſt of thoſe Queſ- 
tions ? NL þ 
I was not, ] 


Was you, at no Time of your Examination, appriſed of thoſe 
Queſtions on which the Committee ſat ? 

After our Firſt Examination, I was told that thoſe Queſtions 
related to a Commercial Intetcourſe with Ireland—l mean the 
Queſtions to which we had given our Anſwers before. 


Had you been appriſed to what Purport the Queſtions related, 
ſhould you have given any other Anſwers than you have done ? 
I conceive I ſhould not. 


Had you been appriſed of the Eleven Propoſitions reſpeQing 
which you are now examined, and that it was the ultimate Object 
of the Committee of Privy Council to aſcertain the Expediency 
or Inexpediency of thoſe Propoſitions, would you not have 
thought it right to inform the Committee of your Opinion reſ- 
5 

Certainly, in the beſt Manner I cauld, 


Have you not already ſo done, to the beſt of your Judgment ? 
To this Committee of the Houſe of Commons I have. 


Did you mean to keep back any Thing from the Committee of 
Privy Council? 

No— Mr. Walker gave the Anſwers there, and I am ſure he 
gave them to the beſt of his Knowledge. 


Did you not aſſent to the Anſwers given by Mr. Walker ; and 
were not the Anſwers underſtood to be your joint Anſwers ? 

I certainly did. | 
I, Have 


Have you read the printed Report of the Committee of Privy 
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Have you now conſidered the Reſolutions of the Iriſh Patlia 
ment ? | 
In the beſt Manner I can: Yal>1 - 


Are you aware that under thoſe Reſolutions the Cotton Manu. 
facture of Ireland would be importable into this Country, ſub- 
ject to a Duty of £.104 per Cent. beſides the Addition of a Duty 
equal to any internal Duty on the Manufacture here? 

I think they would. 


z 


Do you apprehend that the Cotton ManufaQure of this Country 
would be affected, in Conſequence of thoſe Reſolutions, in an 
other Reſpect than from the Iriſh Cotton being imported on thoſe 
Terms ? pe 

I do, from the Preference given to the Iriſh Linens over thoſe 


Trade, 


_ Has there been any conſiderable Export of Cottons to Germa- 
ny or Rua? ee eee 
Ins the Fuſtian Trade, in which Lam engaged, there has. 


Is there any other Reſpect in which you apprehend the Cotton 
Manufacture will be affected by theſe Reſolutions?s 
In this country I think it would for I think the People would 

go to Ireland. | FA 61799 HOY O67 


Is there ſtill any other Reſpect in which you think the Cotton 


Manufacture would be affected by theſe Reſolutions ? 


1 12 FC} j 1 


17 


When the laſt Anſwer reſpecting the C. ioꝶ per Cent, was giyen, 
mentioned in the Report on the Second Day 7 Examination, 
had not Mr. Walker and you previous KnowJedge that the Sub- 
ject of the Examination related to an Arrangement of a Com- 
mercial Intercourſe between Great Britain and Ireland? k 
I do not recolleQ we then knew it. V 


4 Are you of Opinion that 14. per Yard on the 1 rtation of 


Cotton Goods would be a ſufficient countervailing Duty to ba- 


lance the Inland Duty of 1d. per Yard laid on by. the Act of laſt 
Sethon ? | | | 1 Fame I 


By no Means. | 


Have you lately heard of any Cotton Wool ſent from Lan- 
caſbire into Ireland to be ſpun into Yarn, and afterwards brought 
back, and uſed in the Manufacture of Manchefter ? | 
have I was told'fo by a Gentleman a Day or Two ago, who 

has bought ſeveral Packs of Cotton Yarn ſpun in Ireland, W 
as 


of Germany and Ruſſia, which might ſhut us out from that 


r 


— 
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Was that Varn, ſo ſpun, intended to be manufactured in Man- 


cheſter ? 
I cannot ſay what Uſe he intended it for I ſuppoſed ſo. 


If that Yarn was. intended to be woven in Mancheſter, is it not 
a Proof that the Labour of Weaving is cheaper at Manchetter 
than in Ireland? | 

No— for it might be worked into Twenty Articles not made 
in Ireland but it proves the Lowneſs of Spinning in Ireland, if 
the Cotton ſent from England, ſubjected to Two Freights, could 
afterwards be fold cheaper in Lancaſhire than the Yarn {pun there, 


Then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw, 


Then the Counſel requeſted that Mr, Thomas Stanley 
(a Member of this Houſe) would be pleaſed: to be exa- 
mined on this Subject. 


And the ſaid Member conſenting thereto, he was exa» 
mined in his Place accordingly, 


Mr. THOMAS STANLEY, (a Member, in his Place.) 


Was you preſent at the Committee of Privy Council when Mr, 
Walker and Mr. Richardſon were examined by the Board ? 


I was. 


Do you recolle& the Two Queſtions, viz. 2 
% Have the Iriſh ManufaQures any Advantage over the 
* Britiſh in the Price of Labour? 
And, 
„ Do not you conceive that the Art and Ingenuity of 
«© the Britiſh Manufacturer will ſecure to him an Ad- 
* vantage in theſe Branches of Trade ?”— 
1 being aſked of Mr, Walker, and the Anſwers given to them? 
es. 


Do you recolle& the next Queſtion being aſked z and whether 
the Anſwer he gave appears on the Face of the Report? 

The Anſwer which Mr. Walker gave was, That he conceived 
he had anſwered that Queſtion in his Two former Anſwers. 


Do you recollect the — 2 being again put to Mr. Walker, 

and what his Anſwer was 
His Anſwer was, That if we were put in all Reſpe&s, or, in 
all THe$SE Reſpe#s, but, as far as I can charge my Memory, it 
was in 4 ReſpeFs, upon equal Terms, they ſhould not appre- 
hend a Competition at either — = 
2 . 
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Mr. Walker having firſt referred his Examiner to his Two for- 
mer Anſwers to the former Queſtions, in which he had enumerated 
the Difference as to Labour, Proviſions, and Taxes between Eng. 
land and Ireland, had you the leaſt Doubt of Mr. Walker's Mean- 
ing, conveyed by his Anſwer given to that Queſtion ? 
1 had no Doubt whatever. 


On the ſubſequent Examination, on the amended Anſwer, on 
the 5th February, was you preſent ? 
I was? | 


'Do you recolle& any Converſation that paſſed between the 
Examiner and Mr. Walker, explanatory of the Meaning of Mr. 
* on that Ocaaſion ? | 


Will 2 pleaſe to ſtate it? 

The Examiner ſaid, You do not expect we can tax Windows 
4e in Ireland, nor Soap, nor Candles, &c.“ (enumerating ſeveral 
Articles) or that we can take off thoſe Duties in England.“ — 
To which Mr. Walker replied, Till you can do that, or give 
c us an Equivalent, you cannot put the Manufactures of the 
* 'Two Countries in all Reſpects on an equal Footing.“ 


You having been preſent at all the Intercourſe between the Ex- 
aminers and Mr. Walker, do you believe it poſſible, that if the 
Examiner had attended to the Examination, he could reaſonably 
ſuppoſe that Mr. Walker meant to admit L105 per Cent. to be 
a protecting Duty, notwithſtanding thoſe various Differences be- 
tween England and Ireland, which he had repeatedly enumerated 
in the Hearing of the Examiner? | ; 

I did not think that £.10z per Cent. was, in the Opinion of 
Mr. Walker, an Equivalent; and after what paſſed between Mr. 
Walker and the Examiner, I did not think that the Examiner could 
be of Opinion that £.105 per Cent. would be an Equivalent. 


The Evidence being cloſed on the Petition now under 
Conſideration, 1 


The Counſel was heard to obſerve thereon. 
And then he was directed to withdraw. 


To report a Progreſs, &c 


Mercurii, 
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Mercurii , I z die Aprilis 1785. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt- 


ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


TE Committee being informed, that Mr. Richardſon de- 
fired to correct Part of his Evidence, as taken when he 
was examined before this Committee; 


Mr. RICHARDSON was called in; 


And the ſollowing Queſtion and Anſwer, in his Examination 
on Monday the 11th of April, was read to the Witneſs, as fol- 
. lows: 


* <© When the laſt Anſwer reſpeQing the C. tog per 
5© Cent. was given, mentioned in the Report on the 
& Second Day of your Examination, had not Mr. Walker 
« and you previous Knowledge that the Subject of the 
5 Examination related to an Arrangement of a Com- 
« mercial Intercourſe between Great Britain and Ire- 
« land ? 

«« ] do not recolle@ we then knew it.” 


I 

Explain what you mean, when you wiſh the Anſwer to chat 
8 to be corrected? | 
underſtood it to be an Anſwer to the laſt Queſtion of the 
Firſt Examination; for in putting the Queſtion to and fro I 
certainly knew, and the former Part of my Evidence ſays, at the 
Second Examination, that there was to be a Commercial Regu- 
lation with Ireland. —This was firſt ſuggeſted to me by Mr. 
Stanley, and on the Evening of the 31ſt January, when we went 
to Mr. Fawkener's Chambers to read over the Evidence, I re- 

collect Mr. Walker Mr. Fawkener (if it was a Queſtion 

that Mr. Fawkener could anſwer with Propriety) whether our 
Examination did not allude to ſome Commercial Treaty with 
Ireland; to which Mr. Fawkener replied, he did not think he 
was at Liberty to ſpeak on the Subject, but gave it as his Opi- 


——— 


— 7 0 


See Fol. 76. 
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nion, that it was z—and the next Day, when our Evidence way 


ſent to us to be cotrected, I then ſaw, at the Top of the Eyi- 
dence, that it related to the Trade with Ireland. | 


And then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


{The Committee being informed that William Fawkener, 
Eſquire, one of the Clerks of the Privy Council, at- 
tended (according to Order) he was called in, and exa« 
mined, ] 


WILLIAM FAWKENER, Eſquire. 


Did you attend a Committee of Privy Council on the ziſt 
jenny laſt ? 
did. 


Were all the Queſtions that were put that Day to the Wit- 
neſſes firſt written down and wk by the Members of the 
Committee ? | 

They were. 


Were all the Anſwers that were given that Day written down, 
and read to the Witneſſes, after they were ſo taken ? 
They were. 


[Mr. Fawkener looks at the printed Report of the Privy 
Council, on the Firſt Day Mr. Walker was examined— 
and ſays he has read the laſt Queſtion and Anſwer.] 


Inform the Committee whether the Anſwer given to the laſt 
Queſtion was the Anſwer given by the Witneſſes, and read to 
them before they left the Room ? 


It was. 


Did you not take it down as fuch yourſelf? 
I did, and read it to the Gentlemen who were examined. 


Did any Thing paſs in Converſation on this Subject? —if there 
did, inform the Committee. 

There did paſs ſome Converſation on this Subject. The firſt 
Anſwer was in all Reſpeds,” which they were told was muck too 
general, and in Fact no Anſwer at all.—That the Queſtion related 
to Taxes internal, as well upon Importation and to Bounties, and 
that an Anſwer to that Queſtion was wiſhed in the Affirmative or 


Negative. | 
Did they then give the Anſwer as it is now. ſtated in the 
Report? 


They did. I mean that what I have related was the — 
0 
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of the Converſation which paſſed—I do not mean to 0 of ve every 
Word. WR 


Can — recollect whether the Witneſſes that were then preſent 
were told, at any Time during the Examination, that they were 
examined on the Subject of a Saeed lter oute with 
Ireland ? 

They were told fo, to the beſt of my Recolle&tion, i in the 
Courſe of their Examination Upon their getting, in the Courie 
or their Examination, on the Subject of the Tax of the laſt Year, 
they were told, that that was not a Point referred to the Conſi- 
deration of the Committee of Trade, but that they were under 
Examination relating to ſome propoſed Commercial Arrange- 
ments with Ireland. | 

Did you ſee theſe Witneſſes on the Night of the 3 ft Januar, 
by Or Ord. t of the Committee ? 

I did. * 


Was not the Whole of the Evidence then read to them, and 
were not many Alterations. made in it? 

The Whole of the Evidence was read, apd many Alteration 
made. 


Was there * Converſation at that Time concerning Ireland ; 
and to the beſt of your RecolleQion what was it? 

The Whole of the Converſation, which laſted a conſiderable 
Time, turned upon Ireland; and it ſeemed to me to be fully un- 
derſtood, that that had been the Object of the Examination: in 
the Morning? 


Had you any Converſation at that Time upon che Words « all 
Reſpects, “ and © all theſe Reſpeds 2" 

We had.—The S that had paſſed i in the Morning 
was repeated and enlarged upon tathet;; and this Converſation 
paſſed not only between Mr. Walker, Mr. Richardſon, and myſelf, 
but between Mr. Walker and Mr. Riebardſon, and Mr: Phikps 
and Mr. Kerſhaw, who were likewiſe preſent, as they * Four 
came 1 to my Chambers in the Evening. 


Did they then conſent chat the Word theſe ſhould ftand Par 
of the Evidence ? 


| really think that they admitted in Terms that it ould Tn 
but I am quite fure they acquietced in it. 
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Have you in your: Poſſeſſion the Copy of the Evidence which 
my ſo read to them ? BET” == 
have. 


Look at it, and ſee whether the Word theſe does not ſtand in 

that Copy ? 1 2 | a | 
The Witneſs looks at the Paper, and ſays, 
This is the Paper we had before us in the Evening, and the 

Word theſe ſtands in the Anſwer. 7 5 


Look over the Paper, and inform the Committee, whether 
2 are not many Corrections which you made at their De- 
EE... 5 = | ; 

There are ſeveral Corrections taken from their Mouths on 
the Night of the ziſt. | 


Did not you deliver to the Committeee that Evidence as ſettled 
with them ? 

F rather think, but I am not quite ſure, that their amended 
Anſwer had been received before the Committee met again, ; 


Did not you, by the Ditections of the Committee, ſend an 
additional Queſtion in Writing to theſe Witneſſes ? 
I did. 


Did they notreturn an Anſwer to the Queſtion with a Note ? 
They _ x | &. 


Have you that Note in your Poſſeſſion ? 
I have it in my Hand. 


Are you ſure it is the ſame you received from Meſſts. Walker 
and Richardſon? | | " | | 
I am as ſure as I can be of a Thing of that Nature It came 
to me at the Office. | 
Read it. 
The Witneſs reads it as follows: $24 
„ Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſon return their Compli- 
* ments to Mr. Fawkener, and ſend him their Anſwer to the 
c Queſtion tranſmitted by him to them from the Lords of the 
Committee of Council. They likewiſe return him the Copy 
* of their Examination, which they have reviſed and cor- 
* rected ; conceiving it to be their Duty, upon a Matter of 
* ſuch great Importance to the real Intereſts of this Coun- 
try, as the Adjuſtment of a Commercial Intercourſe be- 


* tween Great Britain and Ireland, to anſwers all Queſtions 
| | t propoſed 


\ 


3. 2 Pe 
1 prope to them with every Degree of Accuracy in their 
ower. 
* Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſon will be much obliged 
% to Mr. Fawkener to return them the ſaid Copy ſo ſoon as 
* it is done with.“ | 


. Bates Hotel, 
2 2d. Feb. 1785* 


«© Queſtion propoſed to Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſcn 
4% by Mr. Fawkener, by Direction of the Right Honourable 
* the Lords of the Committee of Council. : 

. Whether the Exportation of Cotton Goods, print- 
<< ed or otherwiſe, to other Countries except Ireland, haz 
« increaſed of late, or diminiſhed ? 

«© A. With reſpect to the Exportation of Printed Cot- 
«© tons and Callicbes, we conceive it may be accurately 
4% known, by referring to the Cuſtom Houſe Books; as they 
« are not only entitled to a Drawback of the Duty, but, we 
«© are likewiſe informed, to a Bounty of zd, per Square 
% Yard, upon Exportation. 

«© The Exportation of Fuſtjans, previous to the Year 
& 1763, was not very conſiderable z ſince that Time to the 
« Firſt of QQober laſt, it has, upon the Whole, kept in- 
«6 creaſing, though not without Fluctuations, notwithſtand- 
1 ing that we are greatly underſold, and have almoſt whol- 
ly loſt ſome Articles for which we not long ago had a con- 
« fiderable Demand; but that Art, Ingenuity, and Inven- 
tion which has hitherto ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed our Ma- 
« nufacturers and Workmen had, till that Period, ſupplied 
J | =. 


Inform the Committee whether you attended the Committee of 
* on the 5th of February. : | 
1 .* 


Look at the printed Report of the Evidence then taken, 
[The Witneſs reads it.] 


Is the Evidence there correctly taken? 


It was read to the Gentlemen examined, and is, I am perſuad- 
ed, correctly taken. | Ga: 


Did the Witneſſes, in the Courſe of the Two Days Examina- 
tion, give any other Anſwers to any Queſtion put to them, than 
what are ſtated in the printed Report ? 

None that I underſtood were to be taken down as Anſwers. — 


M Tn 
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In the Courſe of the Examination a great deal of Converſation 
paſſed, but every Queſtion that was aſked was admitted to be un- 
derſtood before an Anſwer was expected to it; and every Anſwer 
was ſettled and agreed to, and read to the Gentlemen examined 
before they were diſmiſſed. | 


Did they ever complain to you that any Thing was omitted ? 
Never, that I recollect. ty 2 


Have you not Reafon to know that Meſſieurs Walker and Rich- 
ardſon were ſome Time in Town after the laſt Examination? 
I met them I think about Ten Days or a Fortnight after. 


' Did they then, when you meet them, or at any other Time, 
defire to make any Alterations in the Evidence taken on the laſt 
1 N | | 
They did not—lt certainly would have been my Duty to com- 
municare it to the Committee of Council if they had. 


Had not you Permiſſion from the Committee to ſend to any of 
the Witneſſes Copies of their Examination, if they applied for 
it ? | | e 


1 had. 


Look at the Queſtion in Page zy in the printed Report, be- 
ginning, ** If the Iriſh &c.” and ſay, whether you recolle& that 
Mr. Walker, when this Queſtion was firſt put to him, did not re- 

ly, That he conceived that Queſtion 1 anſwered by his 

wo preceding Anſwers to the Iwo former Queſtions ? 

I perfectly recollect Mr. Walker did not make an immediate 
Reply to that Queſtion, but I really do not recolleR that he an- 
ſwered it in that Manner.—-I muſt here generally obſerve, that 
when I ſaw the Gentlemen examined were getting into Conver- 
ſation with the Lords of the Council, I did not fo exactly attend 
to what paſſed as when the Anſwer was agreed upon, and ready to 
be taken down. | n ee 


Whether the Whole of Meſſieurs Walker and Richardſon's Ex- 
amination was intended to be ſent, or was ſent for their Peruſal, 
as well as that of the 3 iſt of Januar? 

Only that of the 31ſt of January was ſent—if it had been a 

lied for, the reſt would have been ſent.—I was authorized to Jo 
it without troubling the Committee upon it. 60 

Is the Committee then to underſtand, that the Two Queſtions 

on the 5th of February were not ſentſ 
They certainly were not. | 
1 Can 


CE. 3 


Can you inform the Committee whether the printed Report is 
taken from the Copy ſent to Mr. Richardſon and Mr. Walker, 
and which they amended, or from the Copy taken at the Privy 
Council ? | 

From the amended Copy.—The Anſwers to the lat Queſtion 
the Firſt Day are both marked in the printed Report. 


Whether the Converſation which paſſed between you and Mr, 

Walker and Mr. Richardſon the Evening of the 3ziſt of January, 
and their Reviſion of the Evidence, was in Conſequence of their 
Application? | 3 
Ican hardly give an Anſwer to that Queſtion.— They were 
told that they were at Liberty to reviſe and correct their Evi- 
dence, and laſked them whether it would be convenient to them 
to Come to me in the Evening for that Purpoſe. | 


Had they the ſame Information, or the ſame Propoſal made to 


them by you, after the Evidence which they gave on the 5th 
of February? fry 


Not that] recollect, 1 rather think not. 


Had you any Converſation on the ſubje& with Mr. Richardſon 


and Mr, Walker, ſubſequent to the Examination on the 5th of 
February, relating to the Buſineſs at any Time after ? 

I had a Converſation about a Fortnight after with Meſſieurs 
Walker and Richardſon on the Iriſh Buſineſs in the Park, but 


none on that Day, as they went out of the Room, other Buſineſs 
coming On. 5 | 


Did it appear to you, that if the Intimation alluded to, which 
was made to Meſſieurs Walker and Richardſon on the 31ft of Ja- 
nuaty, and the Propoſal made by you had not been made, that the 
Evidence of the 3 iſt of January would have remained without Ex- 
planation, in the ſame Manner as that of the 5th of February 
does ? 

It is impoſſible to anſwer that Queſtion, 


Have you any Reaſon to think they would have applied to re- 
viſe the Evidence on that Day ? | 
I had no more Reaſon to think ſo on One Day than another, 


When you met them in the Park, was their Converſation on 
the Subject of the Evidence which had been given by them ? 
I think not; but on the Iriſh Buſineſs in general. 


Whether the Two Anſwers of the 31ſt of January, both the in- 

corre, and the corrected One, were both publiſhed ? 
I obeyed the Directions that I received from the Lords of the 
M 2 Committee 
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Committee of Privy Council. I underſtood it to be becauſe it 
was the great Point to which the Examination was directed. 


Whether, in the Second Day's Examination, you recolle& Mr. 
Walker enumerated ſeveral Advantages which Ireland would have 
over this Country, by Taxes on Windows, Exciſe on Soap, Can» 
dles, and other Articles, and Stamps on Bills and Receipts ? 

Mr. Walker mentioned that frequently, and Mr. Richardſon 
alſo z and I ſuppoſe on that Day, as well as on the Firſt, 


Do you recolle the Member of the Council who examined 
them, ſaying, © You do not expect we can tax Windows in Ireland, 
or lay Duties on their Soap, Candles, &c. or that we can take 


off thoſe Duties in England,” by way of Converſation ? 


I tecolleck, in general, that it was ſaid that it could not be ex- 
ected that Labour and Provifions could be made as dear there as 
_— or as cheap here as there: This paſſed in Converſation, but 
I do not recolle& the particular Terms in which it paſſed, _ 


Whether you had any Converſation with Mr. Walker and Mr. 
Richardſon on the 3 iſt of January, on the Subject of the Com- 
mercial Treaty with Ireland, previous to their Examination? 
No, I had not, : 


Were Mr. Walker and Mr, Richardſon informed, by the Lords 
of the Committee of Privy Council, of the Purport of their in- 
tended Examination ? | 8571 6 

I do not recolte& they were, previous to their Examination; 
indeed I rather think not, | 


Whether at any Time, during either of their Examinations, 
the Two Queſtions feferred to the Committee of Council, by His 
Majeſty's Order in Council of the 14th of January, were ever 
read to them: | 
They never were read to them. 


Whether Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon made any Applica- 


tion to you to be examined by the Lords of the Committee of 


Privy Council? 
They never did, 


Did you receive any Directions from the Lords of the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council, to order the Attendance of Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Richardſon, previous to the Firſt Examination ? 
Certainly none. | 


197 ] 


Can you inform the Committee how Mr. Walker and Mr. 
wy came firſt before the Lords Committee of Privy 
ouncil? 


I underſtood by the Deſire of Mr. Roſe. 


Did Mr. Walker or Mr. Richardſon, on their coming to the 
Privy. Council, acquaint you that they came in Conſequence of 
ſuch Order? pf 

As well as I tecollect, a Meſſage came from the Treaſury to ſay 
that the Gentlemen from Mancheſter were attending there, and to 
deſire that I would ſend for them when the Lords of the Privy 
Council were teady. | N 


Did you receive any Directions from the Lords of che Com- 
mittee of Privy Council, to write circular Letters, or otherwiſe 
td give Notice to the manufacturing and trading Towns of Great 
Britain, of the Object of their Lordſhips Enquiry ? 

Ks, never received any ſuch DireQions, nor ever wrote any ſuch 
tters, | 


Does it appeat that at any Period of the Examination of Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Richardſon, that they had received any Intima- 
tion from the Lords Committee of Privy Council, or had any 
Knowledge of the Reſolutions propoſed a few Days ſafterwards in 
the Iriſh Parliament, reſpecting a Commercial Arrangement with 
Great Britain? 7 3-663 ov B9-5mrgq 

Of the ſpecific Reſolutions certainly not. 


Does it appear that they had any Intimation from the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council, or Knowledge of the general ,Purport 
and Spirit of thoſe Reſolutions ? 

They certainly appeared to me, in the Evening of the 3 iſt of 
January, fully to underſtand that ſome Commercial Adjuſtment 
with Ireland was then in Agitation, and that a Part of that Ad- 
38 was to be the Admiſſion of Iriſh Manufactures into this 

Ountr y. 


When you met Mr. Richardſon in the Park a few Days after 
his Examination, and when the Iriſh Reſolutions were known, 
whether Mr. Richardſon did not ſay to you, that Labour bein 
ſo much cheaper in Ireland than in England, and the Value of 
their Articles conſiſting Three-fourths in Labour, it was pro- 
bable, with all the other Advantages of Ireland, that Ireland 
would immediately ſupplant us in our own Market? 

I really do not recolle& that Mr. Richardſon uſed thoſe Words 
—lit is very probable he might, becauſe we argued the —— 

| Matter 
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Matter as well as we were able to argue it, and probably that a 
faid in the Courſe of that Argument by Mr. Richardſon, © 


Did you ever underſtand, between the 5th of February and the 
Examination of Mr, Walker or Mr. Richardſon, before a Com- 
mittee of this Houſe, that Mr. Walker or Mr. Richardſon were 
diſſatisfied with any Part of their Anſwer ſtated in the Report of 
the Lords Committee of Privy Council ? a | 

I never heard that they were diſſatis ed with any Part of their 
Anſwers: I did hear, from Report, that they had held a Language 
which did not ſeem to me perſectiy to agree with the Anſwers they 
had given as ſtated in that Report; but I took it for granted they 
had changed their Opinion. 55 
Ho long after the Examination had you the Converfation with 
Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſon, in the Park? . ol” 

Ten Days or a Fortnight ;—but cannot exactly ſay. 


Whether it did not appear to you, from that Converſation of 
Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſon, that they then thought that 
the Iriſh Propoſitions would be very dangerous to the Manufac- 
tures of Great Britain? +<- | TH | 

I really think that from their Converſation much Apprehenfion 
of Danger did not ſeem to exiſt in their Minds.—1 remember 
perfectly, that the laſt Thing which paſſed was my aſking, them, 
whether they did not, on the Whole, think that the Manufactu- 

rers of this Country had more to apprehend from Non-importation 
Agreements, from protecting Duties, and from the high Bounties, 
and the great Encouragement which the Iriſh would certainly give 
their own ManufaQuures in caſe the Propoſitions were rejected, 
than from the propoked Adjuſtment.—] really do not recollect Mr. 
Walker and Mr, Richardſon's preciſe Anſwer, but their Opinion 
did not appear to me to be decidedly againſt it; at leaſt, that is 
the Impreſſion which the Converſation left on my Mind. That 
Converſation I have frequently mentioned, long before I had any 
Idea of being called to this Bar, 


Is the Committee to underſtand, whether, in that Converſation, 
One of the Parties argued in Favour of the Propoſitions, and the 
other againſt them ? 275 85 

Moſt aſſuredly. 


Whether Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſon did not argue againſt 
the Iriſh Propoſitions ? | | 
They certainly did. | 


Whether 


ai 
Whether it appeared to you, from any Part of that Converſa- 
tion, that Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſon conceived that the 
Opinion which they then delivered was inconſiſtent with the Evi- 
dence” they had before given to the Committee of Privy Coun- 
cil ? : | | , 
The Evidence they had given made no Part of the Converſa- 
tion at all—we talked in general on the Subject. | 


ls it your Opinion, that Perſons may not argue againſt the 
Irith Propoſitions, without much Apprehenſion in their Minds of 
Danger from the Conſequences of them ? | 
I take it for granted they may. 


Whether a Man may not argue for the Iriſh Propoſitions, with- 
out being thoroughly convinced that they may be very beneficial 
to this Kingdom ? 

My Opinion is, that there is nothing that a Man may not argue 
for or againſt, | | | 


Do you recolleQ, in your Converſation with Mr. Richardſon 
and Mr. Walker in the Park, whether Mr. Richardſon did not 
argue to you, if Ireland continued unreaſonable in her Demands, 
it would be very eaſy to bring her to Reaſon, by following her 
Example, to enter into Non-importation Agreements, and pre- 
vent the Importation of Iriſh Goods into this Country ? 

Yes—My Anſwer was, we ſhould then be at declared War, 
22 was hardly to be wiſhed; to which Mr. Richardſon aſ- 
ented. | 


Whether, from the ſeveral Converſations you had with Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Richardſon, you are or are not of Opinion, that 
their Objection to the Iriſh Propoſitions aroſe, in a great Meaſure, 
from their Diſlike to the Tax on Fuſtians? 


And the Queſtion being objected to; 
The Wicneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And the Queſtion was amended as follows: 


Whether it did or did not appear to you, from the Converſation 
you had with Mr, Walker and Mr. Richardſon, that their Objec- 
tion to the Iriſh Propoſitions proceeded chiefly from the Operation 
of the Tax on Fuſtians ? | 


Then the Witneſs was called in, and the Queſtion, as amend- 
ed, was put to him. | 

They ſeemed to think the Repeal of the Tax on Fuſtians a very 
eſſential Object, and had it much at Heart; but their Objections 
were on general Grounds, | 


Did 
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Did Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon even by any Means; or 
at any Time, admit that a Repeal of the late Tax on Fuſtians 
would take away their Objections to the Inſh Reſolutions? 
The Tax on Fuſtians was never mentioned in our Converſation, 
a coupled with the Iriſh Reſolutions. : 


Then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
To report a Progreſs, &c. 


{vr } 


Veneris, 1 5 die Aprilis 1785. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt- 
ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


HE Committee being informed, that Counſel attended on 

the Part of the Petition of the Manufacturers and Dealers 
in Britiſh Manufactures of the City of London, and other 
Cities and Towns of Great Britain, whoſe Names are there- 
under written; 


The Counſel (Mr. Pigott) was called in? 


And the ſaid Petition was read; Setting forth, That the Pe- 
titioners had been informed, that certain Reſolutions of the 
Houſe of Commons of Ireland, relating to the Adjuſtment of the 
Commercial Intercourſe between Great Britain and that King- 
dom, have been lately preſented to the Houſe z and that, as the 
Petitioners are given to underſtand, that no Alteration will be 
made in any of thoſe Reſolutions, they apprehend that if the 
ſaid Reſolutions are carried into a Law, they will prove highly 
injurious and prejudicial to the Trade and ManufaQures of this 
Kingdom, and to the Petitioners in particular: And therefore 
praying, That they may be heard at the Bar of the Houſe, by 
themſelves and their Counſel, againſt the faid Reſolutions paſſing 
into a Law, | | 


The Counſel deſired of the Committee that he might be per- 
mitted to call his Witneſſes firſt, and to obſerve upon the Evi- 
dence afterwards, if he ſhould find it neceſſary ; and, he pro- 
poſed, in the Firſt Place, to call Witneſſes as to the Article of 
the Manufacture of Paper. 


The Counſel being then called upon by the Committee, to 
ſtate the ſeveral ManufaQtures upon which he meant to offer 
Evidence to the Committee in Support of this Petition; and 
alſo to ſtate the Order in which he intended to produce the 
Evidence on thoſe ſeyeral Manufactures; : | 

He 


A”. 


He informed the Committee, That he was not ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed to anſwer either of thoſe Queſtions in the full Extent, 
but that he could mention ſome of the Manufactures on which 
he meant to offer ſuch Evidence, viz.—The ManufaQures of 
Paper—of Leather— of Sqap—and of Candles; and that he will 
firſt begin with that of Paper—then proceed to Leather—after- 
wards to Soap—and then to Candles; and that, as ſoon as he. 
15 further inſtructed, he will immediately inform the Committee, 

The Counſel was then aſked, Which of the Perſons who 
15 1 this Petition was intereſted in the Manufacture of 

aper 
To which he anſwered, Mr. Marſh, who is one of the Pe- 
titioners. CCC OG 


The Counſel then called 
Mr. WILLIAM GROSVENOR, Stationer in Cornhill, 


London, 


Will the Iriſh Propoſitions, if carried into a Law, in any, and 
in what Degree, affect the Paper Trade? 
bey will affect it very materially. The Duties now laid on — 


[The Witneſs appearing to read from a Paper] 
The Counſel and Witneſs were direQed to withdraw, 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Witneſs, in giving his Evidence to 
the Committee, is not to refer to any Memorandums, but ſuck 
as have been made by himſelf, or under his Direction, of Matters 
within his own Knowledge. 

Then the Counſel and Witneſs were called in, and the Wit 
neſs was acquainted therewith © 


Then the Queſtion being repeated; 
The Witneſs informed the Committee, that he will give his 
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Evidence without conſulting any Minutes. 

They will affect it very materially, becauſe the Duties that 
are laid upon Paper in this Country the Iriſh are not ſubject 
toz—they therefore can greatly underſell us, They pay no Ex- 


ciſe Duties upon Paper. 
* a Will 


TT 


Win the Triſh be able to ſupply the Engliſm Mark t, if theſe | 


Propoſitions paſs, at a lower Price than the Engliſh manufactured 
Paper coſts? | | ' 


They certainly will, 


C 8 | 
The Price of Labour, Proviſions, and Houſe Rent; are conſi- 
derably cheaper there. | 


Are theſe all the Reaſons? _ | e 
I. 25 per Cent. Duties upon the Paper! though there is a 
— allowed; yet the Draw back is not ſo much as L:25 pet 
ent; | : 


Will theſe Propoſitions affect the Trade in Printed Books? 
Ves; the Iriſh can print cheaper than we can—They buy the 
Paper with the Duty taken off—They alſo bind them with Lea- 
ther and Vellum, which pays a very high Duty here, and none 
in Ireland; this gives them a Superiority in the Market: At pre- 
ſent they are prohibited being imported here. 


Will the Introduction of Iriſh Paper, worked into Account 
Books, and Printed Books, into England, have any Effect, and 
what, on our ManufaQtory ? 2 n 

It will have this Effect: If exported from Ireland to America, 
and other Parts when bound, as we have no Drawhback upon 
Paper when manufactuted, they will gain all this Advantage 
The Cuſtom Houſe here will not allow the Drawback upon im- 
ported Paper when bound—the ſame when printed upon—The 
-__ of courſe of Paper manufactured here muſt be conſider- 
ably leſſened The Demand will not be increaſed. 


Do you know any other Reaſon, why the Iriſh could afford 
Paper Books of Accounts, and Printed Books, on lower Terms 
than the Engliſh ? | 
Several— One is, that the high Duty on Vellum and Leather 
makes our Books come higher to the Foreign Market, 


What Reaſon have you to think that the Iriſh can make or pro- 
cure Paper lower than the Englith ? 


From the local Situation and Advantages—Prite of Labour 
They can export Paper in ſmall Quantities, having recovered the 
Drawbacks from here, or having made it themſelves ; whereas, if 
we export it in ſmall Quantities, the Trouble and Expence of 
the Drawback amounts to as much as what we receive, the Du- 


ties are ſo high—We often wy Paper to the Quantity of Thirty 
2 | or 
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or Fo „ Reams, without attempting to get the Drawback, be- 
eauſe of courſe it would go ſo much dearer to the Foreign Market 
We receive about 27s. and often pay 26s. 6d. out of it. 


If a Duty equal to the whole Exciſe ſhould be laid upon Paper, 
Account Books, and Printed Books, will it ſufficiently protect 
your Trade ? 

1 do not think it will, becauſe. the Duty is paid immediately 
before the Goods come to Market; of courſe the Paper Maker, 
employing a larger Capital, charges a higher Price on the Goods 
-—"The | Afr ©. is not received till Six Months after, ſo the 
Drawback does not amount to ſo much as the Duty originally 


paid. 


Will theſe Regulations affect the Export Trade? 
They will. 


How? 


Becauſe they can export from Ireland Gi than we can from 
England, 


Fes it . gt Opinion, that the Iriſh will underſell us in other 
I I believe they will. 


Do not the Iriſh now export Paper Books of 8 and 
Printed Books, to America and the Weſt Indies? 
They do. 


Will they be able to export thoſe at a lower Rate than the 
Engliſh ? 


Moſt certainly, for the Reaſons before given. 


Do, you know of any other ill Effects that theſe Reſolutions 
will —— on the Home Conſumption ? 


They will occaſion thoſe Books that are bought in Landon to 


be imported from Ireland, as it will be worth our while ſens 


* there to be printed and bound. 


2 any Engliſh fine Rags exported to leb 
. 


Are there any Orders bis Rags now in Town Gom Ireland ? 

If they have not given the Orders, they have: wrote over to 
know the Price, and whether they can be — * large 
— 


Can 
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Can they be ſupplied from other Countries ? | 

They can be ſupplied with coarſe Rags from Hamburzh and 
Oſtend ; fine Rags being prohibited to be exported from Holland, 
and other Parts, they will naturally apply here for them—and 
there is no Prohibition laid on here, though there is upon Wool. 
There is alſo a ſevere Penalty in Holland, on Perſons exporting 
Rags. —Inſtead of our exporting Rags, we are obliged to import 
above One-third of what we manufacture here; and notwith- 
ſtanding that, the Mills were in 1782 obliged to lie ſtill above a 
Month for Want of Rags ; and fince that the Paper Makers have 
all come to a Reſolution to leave off the Over-works for a whole 
Year, in order to reduce the Price z and they have been obliged 
to continue that for 1783, 1784, and 1785. 


What is meant by Over-work ? 0 

The Demand was ſo great, that they worked Nine Days to the 
Week; and the Rags being ſo high, they loſt Money by the Bu- 
ſineſs — ſeveral were ruined, The Iriſh can afford to give a. high- 
er Price for Rags than the Engliſh now do, on Account of the 
Labour, and other Advantages they have. 


Do you know, of yu own Knowledge, what the Iciſh Paper 
Makers pay the Men for the Work ? | 

I have enquired, and found it was about 8s, a Week; | was 
informed by a Perſon who traded there z except to the Foreman, 
whom they had from hence. 


What did they pay him ? | 
I cannot tell; but they made it worth his while to go over. 


Have they then not paid him more than he got here, in order 
to make it worth his while ? 

I think it was worth his while, though they paid the ſame Wa- 
ges, as Provifions are cheaper. | 


What do the Paper Makers here pay the common Workmen per 
Week, for Six Days in the Week? 


From 103. to 125. per Week, in Kent, the principal County 
for P aper, 


Muſt not the Iriſh pay much more for the Rags than the Eng- 
liſh do, if they import them from this Country ? 

I imagine not ; 1. per Hundred would give the Turn of the 
Scale to any Rag Merchant, 


Do you know the Expence of Freight, Inſurance, and Com- 
miſſion from England to Ireland 
Not exactly; 1 know that the Freight and Inſurance are very low. 


Might 
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Might not the Expence of Freight, Inſurance, and Commiſſion, 
be charged on all Rags which go from hence to Ireland ? 

The Expence of Freight certainly muſt. In Summer Time 
they do not inſure, which is the Time they want the Rags; and 
as to Commiſſion, they can buy them of the Rag Merchants 
themſelves, without paying any Commiſſion. 


Have you not faid, that great Quantities of Paper are exported 


from hence to Ireland, for the Purpoſe of Printing ; and that there 


are now great Commiſſions for it? 
No, I do not recollect I did. 


| Have not you faid, that it will be worth our while to export 


Paper to Ireland, for the Purpoſe of Printin 


? | 
I think it will, when the Prohibition — importing Books is 
taken off, when printed. | 


If it is worth out while to export Paper to Ireland, might it 
not be, becauſe Paper is cheaper in England than in lieland ; or 
that they do not make a ſufhcient Quantity for their Ule ? 

At preſent the Iriſh do not make a ſufficient Quantity for their 
Uſe. All the Paper we print here pays a bigh Duty, which is 
taken off on being expotted to Ireland ; and if printed and bound 
_ we can export cheaper from Ireland to America than from 

ndon. 


Do you underſtand that all Books from Ireland are prohibited 
to be imported here; or whether it is confined to fuch Books as 
where there is a Copy Right? 

I underſtand that all Books are prohibited to be imported here. 


When you talk of Books being prohibited from being imported 


here, do not you mean, that they are under Duties high enough 


to operate in general as a Prohibition? 
I meant that, but I meant more than that—that they were pro- 
hibited by A& of Parliament. 


Do you know what, the Duty is on Books bound and unbound, 


from Ireland ? 


About £.1o per Cent. | 
Do you know that the Duty on Books bound is 19s. 3d. per 


Ct. and on Books unbound 8s. 9d. per Cwt. except as to Books 


firſt compoſed and printed hete? 


The Queſtion being objected to; 
The Counſel and Witneſs were directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; | 
The Witneſs was aſked, When you ſpeak of Books being itt 
i - general 
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general prohibited, do you ſpeak of Books firſt compoſed and 


printed here, and re-printed in Ireland? : 

I mean that they are prohibited—All Engliſh Books printed 
here, and re-printed in Ireland, cannot be re- imported into Eng- 
land. N s | 


Do you mean that they are always prohibited, or only for 2 
certain Time ſpecified in an AR of Parliament? 


cannot ſpeak to that. 


Whether, ſuppoſing the Duties on unbound Books imported 
into Great Britain from Ireland, being at preſent 8s. gd. per Ct. 
the Trade will ſuffer by the Duty being reduced to 25. 14. per 
Cwrt. ? | ; . o : 

Certainly it will. 


Do you mean by that, that a larger Quantity will be imported 
from Ireland into Great Britain than at preſent ? | 

Yes—and of courſe will hurt the ManufaQures of Paper 
Makers and Printers, and if bound, of Book Binders and Leather 
Dreſſers, which Trades employ a great Number of Hands. 


Do you know any means by which the Importation of Iriſh 
printed Books and Iriſh Paper into this Kingdom can be increaſed, 
without a proportional Decreaſe of the ſame Articles of Britiſh 
Produce and Manufactute. | 

I do not ſee how it is poſſible the more imported, the leſs 
muſt be made here. 7 Iv | 


Do you know whether the Introduction of Iriſh Paper is pre- 
yented by poſitive Prohibition, or by Prohibitory Duties ? 

It pays the fame Duty as from Holland, which is not a pro- 
hibitory Duty. | 


Is it ſo far an operating Duty as to prevent the Importation in 
any conſiderable Quantity ? & 1 * 

I: has not been tryed yet—there has been no conſiderable Quan- 
tity as yet to import from Ireland. 


Do you know that, under One of the Iriſh Propoſitions, upon 
Importation of Goods of the Iriſh Manufacture, a Duty is to be 
paid to countervail the Duty paid here ta the Exciſe upon 


"gy 
Ves, I obſerve ſo. 


Will the payment of that Duty on the landing of that Paper 
ig Great Britain, being the ſame Sum as is originally paid by the 
0 Manufacturer 
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Manufacturer here, be equivalent in its Effect to the Duty paid 


here in Advance ſome Months before 
Not quite, I think. 5 


At what Period of che Manufacture is the Exciſe Duty paid 
here? 
As ſoon as finiſhed. 


Is then the Manufacturer in England, who is obliged to advance 
the Duties impoſed on finiſhing the Paper, upon the ſame Terms 
with the Triſh Merchant, who does not pay till he comes into the 
Britich Market? | | 
- Certainly not—the Iriſh has greatly the Advantage; for the 
Engliſh Paper producing a Duty of £.75,000 per Annum, there 
muit be a Profir on that Capital ſo advanced, and the Iriſh ex- 
port to England, without any Duty, all that they make them- 

ſelves, and they haye given a Bounty for its Encouragement. 


Conſidering the Advantage you laſt mentioned, together with 
the other Advantages you before mentioned, will 374. per Ream 
upon Iriſh Printing Paper imported be a protecting Duty to the 
Manufacturer of Printing Paper in this Kingdom ? 

I do not think it will. 


. 


Conſidering the ſeyeral Advantages, will £.10% per Cent. ad 
valorem on Iriſh Writing Paper imported into this Kingdom, be 


a protecting Duty to that Manufacture? 
No, it will not; there is more than that Difference. 


Have you any thing to ſtate reſpecting Stained r? 

The Stained has the Drawback on the Staining of 15d; per Yard; 
hut no Drawback when ſhipped on. the Paper, though it pays 
31. 54. per Ream Duty—ſo that the Iriſh can greatly underſell 
us in that Article. ee os fa” ee 928 


Do you mean in Foreign Markets? f 
In N70 Markets, and this Market They ſmuggle it in at 
preſent at Liverpool and other Places. 1 | 


Are you aware that the Iriſh have at preſent the ſame Ag- 
vantages of the Foreign Market which they will have if the Iriſh 
Propoſitions paſs into a Law ? e 226 IMO RS | 
| They certainly have not. 


bre Reſpect will they have any Advantage in the Poreign 
Market ? | 

It they make the Elephant Papet themſelves, they will fave 
I. Duty oO 
2 3 i 2 . Cannot 
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Cannot they do that now? 
If our Engliſh Rags are not prohibited to be exported they 


cannot at preſent. 


* 
— 
——— 


Are the Engliſh Rags prohibited now? 
They are not; but they ought to be, as Wool is. 


Are you aware, that the Iriſh will have no new Advantage in 
the Foreign Market, if theſe Reſolutions paſs into a Law ? 

I think they will z as I before Rated, they will ſave the 3s. 5d. 
Duty? 5 2217 1 | : 


1 
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Whether, at the laſt Regulation of the Duties on Paper, the 
Duties on Foreign Paper were not conſiderably increaſed ? 
They were increaſed, not very conſiderably. 


Whether you think, upon the Whole, that the Conſumption 
of Foreign Paper in Great Britain has increaſed or diminiſhed 
ſince the late Duties? 

believe much about the ſame—lI do not think it has in- 
crealed, , 

Do 2 not think that any Diminution upon the Duty on Fo- 
reign Paper would be the Cauſe of a great additional Conſump- 
tion of Foreign Paper in Great Britain? 

It would cauſe more to be imported. 


Do not you underſtand, that at preſent the Duties on Iriſh 
Paper are the ſame 1n general as thoſe on Foreign Paper ? 
believe they are. 


Whether the preſent Exciſe Duties on Paper are not laid va- 
riouſly on the different Sorts of Paper, according to the Size of 
the Paper, and Denomination ? 

It is ſo. 


Whether you know if the Iriſh Paper Manufacturers manu- 
ſacture their Paper on the ſame Sizes, and according to the fame 
Denomination, as the Britiſh Paper is manufactured? 

All that I have ſeen were ſo; they have their Moulds from 
England, and go under the ſame Denomination. 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


O Me. 


— — —— — 


each Head of Manufacture 
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Mr. THOMAS BOWLES was called for, in order that 
he might ſpeak to the Article of Paper. 


And the Witneſs not appeating, yy 
The Counfel was directed to withdraw. 


The Counſel! was again called in, and informed, That the Com- 

mittee expected that the Witneſſes ſhould attend, that they might 

be ready to come in when galled for; and that the Evidence on 
ſhould be purſued till it was finiſhed, 


The F fond the Committee, That he ſhould next 


proceed to the Head of the Leather Trade. 


Mr. WILLIAM WITHERS, Sadler, in Fenchurch 
Street, called in, and examined. | 


| 'Do you apprehend that the Iriſh Propoſitions, if paſſed into a 
Law, would have any Effect on your Trade ? | 
I do apprehend that they will be very injurous to my Trade, 


| F or what Reaſons? 


I underſtand the Iriſh are exempt from the Exciſe Duties, and 
they do not labour under the heavy Burthen of Taxes we do in 
this Country, I believe Labour to be much cheaper, and the 


Expence of Living much leſs, which I conceive to be a natural 
Conſequence of their paying leſs Taxes than we do. 


Do you purchaſe Tanned Hides in your Trade? 
A conſiderable Quantity. 


Do you apprehend that Ireland will, in conſequence of the Pro- 
proſitions, have any Advantage over your Trade ? 


Very materially.—Raw Hides are at preſent imported into Great 


Britain from Ireland, paying no Duty, or a very ſmall One; and I 
conceive, that the Irith will find it for their Intereſt to manu- 
facture thoſe Hides into Leather, and that the Hides ſo manufac- 
tured will be brought into this Country, and not only brought 
in in that State, but be inade into Wrought Leather, ſuch as Shoes, 
Saddles, Harneſs, &c. | 


What Leather can now be imported from Ireland ? 
I ſpeak now from Officers of the Cuſtoms, whom I have con- 
Yerſed with, and aminformed, that Wrought Leather is totally 8 
* 6 | hibite 


1 
hibited by one AQ of Parliament, and by another there is an 
Exemption for Ireland, but under a Duty that I conceive to be 
virtually a Prohtbition—by the Report from the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms, I ſee C. 77 per Cent.; but theſe Officers of the 
Cuſtoms told me, that there was no Inſtance of Wrought Leather 
being imported from Ireland, but in very {mail Quantities, and 
that only for private Uſe, 21 


Are you appriſed what Duty will take place on Leather im- 
ported from Ireland, in Conſequence of the Iriſh Propoſitions? 

I cannot ſay I know exattly—1 have been informed /. 10 per 
Cent. or L. 105. | 


If Leather is allowed to be imported from Ireland on the Pay- 


ment of a Duty of L. log per Cent. will that prevent Ireland 


from having an Advantage in the Market ? 
13 will not prevent Ireland from having an Advantage in this 
ar et. 


Is not Wrought Leather One of the natural Manufactures of 


Ireland ? 
Wrought Leather is manufactured in Ireland. 


Do yqu know any Article of the Britiſh Manufacture that will 
be more immediately endangered by theſe Propoſitions than that 
of Leather ? | 

That is too extenſive a Queſtion for me to anſwer—I know 
they will injure my own Trade. 


Is there any Duty impoſed on the Exportation of Bark from 
England to Ireland ? 
Bark, I believe, may be exported to any Part of the World 


Duty-free. 


Will the Expence of exporting Bark from England to Ireland 
be ſo great as to countervail the Advantage which Ireland has 
over England, with reſpect to the Exemption from Exciſe Duties, 
and other Taxes ? | 

Certainly not. 


Will not the Payment of the Exciſe Duties on the Importation 
of the Article from any other Country give the Importer an 
Advantage over the Perſon who pays the Exciſe Duty at Home 
in an earlier Stage of the Manufacture? 6 

It certainly will.— The Exciſe Duty is paid upon the Hide 
before it is cut before it can be made into Shoes, Saddles, &c. 
there is a conſiderable Waſte, and the Intereſt of che Money is 


a Conſideration, 
0 2 | Haye 
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Have you made any Calculation, or can you give the Com- 
mittee an Idea, what thoſe Circumſtances will amount to—lIt is 
meant, between the Exciſe Duty in the Stage of the Manufac- 
ture you have deſcribed, and in that which will correſpond with 


the Condition of Wrought Leather when imported from any 
other Country ? 


I have made no ſuch Calculation. 


Independent, then, of the Price of Labour, or the State of 
the Taxes in either Country, do you think that a Duty of H. 103 
per Cent. added to a Countervailing Duty, equal to the internal 
Excite Duties payable on the Importation of Wrought Leather, 
would be ſufficient Protection to the Home ManufaCturer ? 

I have made no Calculation I conceive that £.10; per Cent. 


Duty, together with a Duty equivalent to the Exciſe Duty paid 


here, paid on the Importation of Wrought Leather from Ireland, 
would be barely an Equivalent. 


Examined by Members of the Committee, 


Whether Bark is not a neceſſary Article in Tanning of 
Leather? | . 


_ Undoubtedly. 


Have the Iriſh any Quantity of Bark ? 
I believe no great Quantity—I know they import Bark from 


this Country, 


Do you not know that they import great Quantities from this 
Country, almoſt the Whole they ule ? V | 


I believe they import a great deal, 


Do you think that the Iriſh can import Bark from hence, and 
tan their Hides with it, and ſend ſuch in the State of Leather to 
this Country, ſo as to afford the ſame at a leſs Price than we can 


tan it here ? 


I am certain they can—T have no Doubt of it. 


Do you know the Price of Leather in Ireland? 


I eannot ſay 1 know it exactly—I know they abound in Raw 


"Hides, and have every Material but the Bark, and the Bark they 
can have from this Country, with the Expence of Freight only, 


which I believe to be ſmall, 


What is- the Expence of Freight, Commiſſion, and Inne 


of any heavy Material from Great britain to Ireland How have 
you made that Calculation ? | | ae, 


I do 


1 


1 do not know what it is—I believe, in Time of Peace, very 
moderate, but I cannot ſay what particularly. 


If it is £.5 per Cent, muſt not that be added to the Price of 
the Leather ? 


Undoubtedly. 


Upon what Grounds do. you ſay that the Iriſh, all Circum- 
ſtances conſidered, can manufacture Leather cheaper than we can 
in Great Britain ? 

{ form that Opinion from their abounding in Raw Hides, have 
ing a much greater Quanrity than there is in this Country—The 
Price of every. neceſſary Article of Life I conceive to be muck 
cheaper there z conſequently, I am led to believe that Labour ic 
much cheaper thete I have before ſaid, that we pay an Excife, 
which J apprehend they do not; that we labour under heavy 
Taxes, which bear no Proportion to the Iriſh Taxes, 


Are not Raw Hides allowed to be imported into this Country 
Duty-free ? 


They are; Duty- free, or under very ſmall Duties. 


Is not the Charge on Freight on Raw Hides nearly the ſame as 
on Tanned Hides, 
I ſuppole it is. 


Can you ſay what is the Price of Labour to Perſons employe 
in the Tanning Buſineſs in Ireland ? 
I cannot, 


Can you ſay that the Price of Labour in all mechanic Trades in 


Ireland is not as great as in Great Britain ? 
I believe the contrary. 


Have you any Reaſon to believe it, except thoſe Allegations 
you have before ſtated ? | 


No other. 


You have ſaid that C. 105 per Cent. Duty, added to an Equi- 
valent for the Exciſe Duties, would be a bare Equivalent for the 
Leather Manufactures of this Country; — if there is added to 
that what you have ſtated to be the Charge of the Freight of Bark 
to Ireland, will not that altogether be a ſufficient Equivalent ? 


I have ſaid that I have made no Calculation, and 1 am led to 
believe not, 


Is not Allum a neceſſary Ingredient in bringing ſome Sorts of 
Leather to Perfection? . ** | 


In ſome Sorts it is. 


Do 


— 


and 
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Do not the Iriſh import their Allum from this Country ? - 
I do not know. 


Is not Oil a neceſſary Ingredient in bringing to Perfection ge 


Sorts of Leather ? 


Oil is uſed in currying Leather, 


Is Oil cheaper in Ireland than in Great Britain, do you know? 
I do not know, 


Is not Salt alſo an Ingredient in bringing ſome Sorts of Leather 
to Perfection? 

I believe Salt is uſed in making ſome Sorts of Leather, but I 
believe 1n no great Quantities, 


Do not the Iriſh import from Great Britain, as well as from 
other Countries, great Quantities of dalt? 
] believe they do. 


Do you think that the Triſh ManufaQurers in Leather, fuch as 
Sadlers and Shoemakers, are arrived at the Perfection which is 

poſſeſſed by Perſons in the ſame Trades in Great Britain? 

1 Per halter they have not arrived at that Perfection but there is 
no natural Impediment; they may arrive at the ſame Perfection, 
and in a ſhort Space of Time :—But i in ſome Articles they have 
nearly as good Artiſts as there are in Great Britain. 


Do you know the Difference of the Price of Bark in Ireland and 
England ? 
No. 


Can you ſay that the Price of Bark in Ireland is not double the 
Price in England ? 
I can ſay I have every Reaſon to believe it is not. 


Can you tell what the Proportion in the Tanning of Leather of 
the Charge of the Bark is to the Price of the Raw Hide ? 
I cannot tell, 


Can you tell what Proportion the Price of the Oil, Salt, and 

Allum bear to the Price of the Raw Hide ? 

cannot; nor do I conceive that any One can anſwer that, but 
2 Tanner I am not ſufficiently converſant with the ManufaCture 


of Leather in that State. 


Dayou know whether the Expence of Freight, and of Land 
ater Carriage of Bark, operates allo in England, in many 


Inſtances, in the Leather Manufacture E 
I am pretty certain it does. 


Can 
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Can you ſay what is the Exciſe Duty paid on Leather here, on 


the general Articles ? : 
1 underſtand it to be 154. per pound. 


Can you form any Eſtimate of the Value of Dreſſed Leather 
per Pound, after having paid the Duty, and previous to applying 
it to different Manufactures, taking the Average on a general Eſli- 
mate? | 

I cannot anſwer it. 


Will not the grazing and viQtualling Trade of Ireland give to 
her ManufaQtures great Advantages towards eſtabliſhing the Lea« 
ther Trade, ſuppoſing her to have the Britiſh Market open, and 
to have acquired Capitals ? | 

It will undoubtedly give her very great Advantages. 


The Trade in manufactured Leather being at preſent protected 
by a Duty of L.97 per Cent. ſuppoſing the Reduction of that 
Duty to £.105 per Cent. to have -+ Effect of opening the Bri- 
tiſh Market to the Iriſh Manufacture of Leather, are you of Opi- 
nion that the increaſed Importation of Iriſh manufactured Leather 
into this Kingdom, will occaſion a proportional Diminution of 
the Britiſh ManufaQure ? | 

It undoubtedly will. 


Muſt not the Charge of Freight from Great Britain to Ireland 
be always added to the Coſt of the Bark carried from Great Bri» 
tain to Ireland ? | 

It muſt undoubtedly z but the other Advantages which Ireland 
has over Great Britain, and which I have before enumerated, are 
equivalent, and conſiderably more, 


You have ſaid that, the Raw Materials and Labour _ 
cheaper in Ireland than in England, £.105 per Cent. excluſive 

the Exciſe Duties, will be barely an Equivalent z—are you of 
Opinion, that there is Reaſon to apprehend, that under ſuch a 


Syſtem the Iriſh Manufacturer would gradually ſupplant the Bri- 


tin Manufacturer, in any conſiderable Proportion of his Trade, 
within the Britih Market? 
I conceive the Britiſh Manufacturer has not much to apprehend. 


By L£.105 ner Cent. being conſidered by you as barely an 
Equivalent when added to the Exciſe Duty, do you include in 
your Calculation all the ſeveral Advantages you have ſtated from 
the grazing and victualling Trade of Ireland ; the a, 
. (107M 
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from the principal Taxes paid in Great Britain; the Difference 
you ſuppoſe to be in the Price of Labour; and the Payment of 
the countervailing Engliſh Exciſe Duty, which is not to take 
ens as in England, in the early Stage of the Manufacture, 

t on the Importation of the Article into the Market ? 15 

I faid before, when I anſweted the Queſtion, that I had mad 
no Calculation, that I had not ſufficiently weighed it, and that 
1 ſpoke as my Mind ſuggeſted to me at the Moment: I appeal to 
the Candour of the Committee, and believe that every One that 
heard me did not underſtand me in that Manner—aad that I was 
ted to believe ſo at the Moment. 

Are you then able to give any more particular Anſwer to the 
laſt Queſtion, than you have given? : ro op 

I Laſt Queſtion and Anſwer read.] 

It is now placed in a much ſtronger Light; and if I had time 


to conſider, I am doubtful whether I ſhould have given the ſame 


Anſwer to that Queſtion—l cannot ſpeak decidedly. 


Upon Payment of what you underſtood to be the counter- 
mer, de do you not mean that 154. per Ib. on manufac- 
tured Leather is to be paid on the Importation thereof into Great 
Britain, excluſive of the Duties which are laid on particular 


Articles ? 


And the Queſtion being objected to | 

The Counfel and Witneſs were directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in 3 | 

The Witneſs ſays, That he deals entirely in Saddles, 


Can you ſay, generally ſpeaking, what Proportion the Leather 
which pays a Duty bears in Weight to the Leather which is 


worked up into a Saddle; and how much it is diminiſhed in 
Courſe of completing that Manufacture? | 


There is a very conſiderable Loſs, by the Cutting, &c. but I 
cannot ſay how much. 


Suppoſing, then, all other Circumſtances equalized, would not 
the lrith Sadler, in paying his countervailing Duty upon the ma- 
nufactured Article, have a Gain proportionable to the Duty upon 

the Weight, which is loſt in the Britiſh Manufacture? 
Undoubtedly the proportionable Loſs on the Waſte would be 
a Conſiderable Gain to the Iriſh ManufaQurer.—There would be 
a material Difference on paying the Duty on the Hide before it 
is manufactured, to that of paying it on the Articles made up 
of Saddles or Shoes, —The Advantage muſt be conſiderable to the 
Manufacturer, 
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Manufacturer, if it is paid afterwards, than what it would be if 
it was paid in the Firſt Inſtance. 


Do you know whether there are other Manufactures in Leather 
in which the Waſte is equal to, or greater than the Waſte in 
the Saddle Manuſacture? 

There are many others, in which the Waſte is very conſider- 
able whether it is more or leſs I cannot ſay. 


Would not the ſame Advantage operate proportionably to each 
of thoſe ? | 
Certainly. 


Do you know whether Ireland has yet attained any Degree of 
Perfection in the Manufacture either of Saddles, Gloves, or Shoes. 

They have arrived at a great Perfection in ſome Articles, near- 
ly equal to us, if not quite. 


Would not manufactured Leather be imported nearly as cheap, 
or cheaper, than the Raw Hides, as to the Expence of Freight 
from Ireland? 5 


I do not know what the Freight is. 


Do not you know, or have you never heard, that the Tanning 
of Leather in Ireland is equal in Quality to what is tanned in 
Great Britain ? 

I believe not at preſent—T have Reaſon to ſuppoſe that it will ; 
—when the Demand is great, they will pay great Attention to - 
the Manufacture. 


Can you tell the Committee what is the ſuperadded Value to 
L. ioo worth of Raw Hides imported from Ireland, when manu- 
factured into Saddles, and expoſed to ſale in the Shop? 

cannot anſwer that Queſtion, 


What Proportion of the Exciſe paid on the Manufacture do 
you draw back on Exportation ? 

We draw back the Whole; but the Expences at the Cuſtom 
Houſe are ſo great, with the additional Stamp Duties recently 
impoſed, that I believe there is not more than One Third of 
Wrought Leather entered for a Drawback. The Quantity ex- 
ported muſt be fo conſiderable in One Entry, that few Merchants 
{hip ſo large an Article that the Drawback ſhould be an Object. 


Suppoſing the whole Expence at the Cuſtom Houſe to be abo- 
liſhed, would the Drawback received be then equal to the Whole 
of the Exciſe Duty paid? 

[ conceive it would. 
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Vou having ſtated that there was conſiderable Waſte in the 
manufacturing of an Article on which you have paid the Duty, 


would the Drawback, excluſive of all the Expences, compen- 


ſate for the Duty ſo paid? 


I did not advert to the Waſte at the Time I ſpoke before 
before ſaid, I underſtood the Expence to be 12d. per Ib.; I did 


not ſpeak politively, The Drawback is 15d. per Ib. If we 


draw back the ſame, the Waſte will be a Loſs to the Manu- 
facturer. . | 


' Suppoſe the Iriſh Manufacturer to pay the ſame Duty of 15. 
per Ib. will he not have the Advantage over the Engliſh Manu- 


facturer of all that he has paid the Duty for that is waſted ? _ 
If the duty is paid on Wrought Leather, he will not only de- 
rive an Advantage from paying it in that State, owing to the 
Maſte, but the Intereſt of his M 


but the oney. There muſt be a greater 
Advantage to the Manufacturer in paying the Duty on the Sale 
of his Manufacture than on the Hides. . 


ä Whether in your Trade the Waſte is very conſiderable ? 
t is. x | | 


Whether, in ſpeaking of the countervailing Duty to be paid by 


the Iriſh Importers of manufactured Leather, you underſtood the 


Duty intended to be 154. per 1b. Weight? 

I apprehend it muſt be conſiderably more, or it is not an Equi- 
valent, owing to the Waſte before mentioned; and One Circum- 
ſtance that I have not mentioned ſtrikes me more ſtrongly the 
Duty is paid on the Hide before it is curtied.— The Diminu- 
tion of the Hide to a proper Conſiſtency of Leather muſt be a 


greater Loſs and Waſte than in any other Part of the Manufacture. 


I am.jaformed the Exciſe Laws were, ſome Time fince, not car- 
ried into Execution in Scotland in.the ſame Manner as they were 
in England. In Scotland the Tanner cut the  Offal, and paid 
the Duty on the Prime Part of the Skin, ſo diminithed—the Eng- 
liſh Manufacturer paying it on the whole Hide in the Rough. 
Hides were then brought from Scotland in a Quantity ſo as to 
affect the Dealer in that Article here very conſiderably, but it is 
now otherwiſe.— I mean to ſay, that, owing to that Circumſtance, 


the Engliſh Manufacturer was underſold by the Scotch. 


Do you apprehend that the Reaſon that the Engliſh Manu- 
facturer is not now underſold by the Scotch is, that the Exciſe 
Laws are put into Execution in Scotland in the ſame Manner 
as in England? 

Les. 2 


- 


Whether 


4 
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Whether, under all Circumſtances, if the Duties were equal 
between Great Britain and Ireland, the Iriſh would not be able to 
underſell you in the Articles in which you trade? 


If the Duties were equal, the Price of Labour, I conceive, is 
. | | FS 


: 


Queſtion repeated, | | | 
I do not think we ſhould have much to fear—I conceive the 
Iriſh at preſent work much cheaper, but when the Manufactures 
flouriſh, and the Expences are equally great, which I apprehend 
would not be a great while firſt, that the Engliſh Manufacturer 
would not have much to apprehend, if the Duties were the ſame 
—undoubtedly at preſent it would be otherwiſe. 


Whether, if the Duties oa Importation and Exportation be- 
teen Great Britain and Ireland were exactly equal, the Iriſh 
do Vot manufacture at ſo much eaſier a Rate, that they would not 
be able to underſell you in thoſe Articles in which you deal? 

They would, moſt undoubtedly. 


Whether your principal Trade does not conſiſt in exporting 
Saddles, and other Horſe Furniture, and Harneſs, to North Ame- 
rica and the Wet Indies ? 

That is my principal Trade, I have little other. 


Whether your Father before you did not carry on the Trade? 
Yes, and I ſucceeded to him in the ſame Line, and it has 
exiſted near Fifty Years. 5; x 


Whether the Iriſh have yet exported to North America or the 
Weſt Indies Saddles or Horſe Furniture which have borne any 
Competition with the Britiſh ? | 


They certainly have not exported any Quantity that has arrived 


to any Competition with the Britiſn but an Infant Manufacture 
muſt have ſome Time before it can arrive at any great Perfection 
or Extent—The Iriſh are under One Diſadvantage I believe the 
Merchant in Ireland is poor; it muſt be ſome Time before he 
can acquire by his Trade a ſufficient Capital to vie with the 
Engliſh Manufacturer, 


Whether the Saddlery of Ireland is equally good with that of 
England, when compared 1n its Price ? 

1 have before ſaid, that the Manufacture of Leather is not ar- 
rived at the Perfection it is in this Country, conſequently the 


Articles made of that Leather cannot be equal in Quality but, 


the Price conſidered, I very much doubt whether in the American 


P 3 Market 
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Market we ſhould have a Preference, —The Articles of that Kind 
exported to America are in general of an ordinary Quality. 


Whether, to your Knowledge, Saddlery is not exported from 
Great Britain to Ireland? | | 


I do not know that it is, unleſs in very ſmall Quantities, for 
the private Uſe of Individuals. 


When the Leather Manufactory of Ireland is ſufficiently ad- 
vanced for the Manufacturer there to export, whether you are not 
of Opinion that the Iriſh will be more likely to meet you in a 
Foreign Market than in the Home Market, paying a Duty here 
of £.105 per Cent. and meeting there on an Equality? 

There are Advantages to the Iriſh, which perhaps may not be 
equivalent, but which are conſiderable, and which would lead 
him to give a Preference to the Britiſh Market, —le is uſual in al- 
moſt every Factorage Buſineſs for the Factor to advance Money 
to the Manufacturer The Iriſh Manufacturer would find a Factor 
or Warehouſe Man here, who would receive his Goods, and 
advance Money upon them, though they were not ſold—the 
ſending them to a Foreign Market is uncertain—they might lie in 
the Britiſh Factor's Houſe under that Loan till he had an Oppor- 
tunity to ſell them, and I have. no Doubt but that this would 


weigh very much with the Iriſh Manufacturer. 


What Kind of Oil is uſed in the Preparation of Leather? 
I do not underſtand the Manufacture of Leather! believe it is 


Train Oil, but do not know. 


Whether you can exactly aſcertain what has been paid in Duties 
in the Manufacture of any given Quantity of Goods in the Trade 
—1n One Saddle for Example? ; 

The Duty is paid on the Raw Hide—it paſſes (through the 
Hands of the Tanner and the Currier before it comes to our 
Gs and J cannot aſcertain the Duty an any particular Species 
0 8. 


Do you think it would be poſſible to lay ſuch a Duty on the 
Importation of an Iriſh Saddle, as would exactly countervail the 
Duties which have been paid on an Engliſh Saddle of the ſame 
Quality, through the different Stages of its Manufacture? 

I chink it poſſible to lay ſuch a Duty, but very difficult to aſ- 


. * 


5 certain what that Duty ſhould be. 


In order to aſcertain. it, do you think that the Duty upon the 
Leather actually in the Saddle ſhould be taken into Conſideration, 
; or 
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or the Duties un all the Leather which has been uſed in the 
making of it ? 

On all the Leather which has been uſed in the making of it, 
have before ſaid it is paid by Weight on the Hide.—lIt is ſo 
much charged in the manufacturing, drying, and cutting to waſte, 
that to lay a Duty on the Leather in the Saddle would not be 
an Equivalent, 


Is the Waſte of Leather equal in Different Saddles, of different 
Sizes, Shapes, and Qualities ? 
Certainly not, there is a very great Difference, 


By what Means then do you imagine the Duties can be laid 
on theſe Articles imported from Ireland, ſo as exactly to coun» 
tervail the Inland Duties payable in this Country? 

I have before ſaid I conceive it poſſible, but difficult, —It is 
practicable to afcertain the particular Sort of Saddles and Sizes; 
but I ſhould ſuppoſe a Duty might be laid that would be equi- 
valent, but it would be very difficult. 


Whether the Waſte in all Saddles of equal Sizes, though of 
different Shapes and Qualitics, is equal? 
Not of different Shapes and Qualities. | 


Is the Committee to underſtand, that in order to render this 


Duty equal, there muſt be ſeparate Claſſes and Deſcriptions of 


Saddles, of all the different Shapes, Sizes, and Qualities of which 


any Saddles are made in Great Britain ? 
I ſhould think it would be neceſſary. 


Whether you conſider that a greater Capital is neceſſary for 
carrying on the Buſineſs for the Britiſh Market or the Foreign 
4 ? : | 


A much greater Capital is neceſſary for the Foreign Market. 
And then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
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Mr. THOMAS BELL, Warehouſe Man, in Cateaton 
| Street, London, called in, and examined. 


And informs the Committee, that he keeps a Warehouſe, and 
is a Factor of Goods for the Merchant. 


- The Counſel informs the Committee, that he calls this Wit- 


— 


neſs to ſpeak to the Article of Leather; and that he is a large 
Exporter of Shoes. | 

Are you an Exporter of Shoes ? 

I fell Shoes to the Merchant, who exports them. 


. Where do you purchaſe or procure the Shoes you ſell ? 
They are chiefly conſigned from Scotland have a great many 


A 


alſo from Staffordſhire. 


Is the Buſineſs of Shoemaking carried on to any great Extent 
in Scotland ? | | 


* 


It is now carried on to a very great Extent in Scotland. 

Ts it for Home Conſumption, or chiefly for Exportation ? 

I have ſaid that I deal only in Exportation, and therefore it 
1s for Exportation I have the Goods. . | 


What Number of People do you apprehend to be employed 


in Scotland in this Manufacture? 


I cannot pretend to ſpeak as to the Number of People em- 


polovyed in Scotland in this Manufacture exactly —lIt is a Manu- 


facture which was hardly known in Scotland Twenty Vears ago, 


in the Way that I now deal in it; I mean for Exportation, 
through the Medium of the London Market.—Some Perſons 


thought there would be a great Advantage in manufacturing Shoes 


in Scotland, where the Wages were much cheaper, if they with 
theſe Goods could ſupply the London Merchant for this Purpoſe 
they came up to London themſelves about the Time I mentioned, 
and learnt th. Manufacture here on the London Principle.—Thbey 
returned to Scotland, carrying with them a few intelligent Per- 
fons in the Buſineſs, and they*commenced the Manufacture in 
different Towns there—Firſt in Dundee; there are employed 
there fully Eight Hundred or One Thouſand People in this Manu- 
ta ure now.—Perth alſo employs an equal Number.—Montroſe, 
and all the 'Towns from thence to Aberdeen, have a great Num- 
ber of theſe Manufacturers. In the Weſt Country there are alſo 


great N umbers.—At Glaſgow, and thereabouts, a very great N um- 


ber. 
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ber. I therefore conclude there cannot be ſo few as Twenty ot 


Thirty thouſand always employed in that Manufacture in Scot- 
land. 


From whence was this Manufacture carried into Scotland ? 
I think I have anſwered that in my laſt Anſwer. 


What was the principal Cauſe of its Removal into Scotland ? 
The Occaſion was a View of Intereſt. 


' 


What were the Advantages the Scotch had in carrying on this 
Manufacture? | 2 

They were able, from the Cheapneſs of Proviſions in that Coun- 
try, and the conſequent low Price of Labour, to manufacture the 
Article ſufficiently cheap to bear all the Expences of Carriage up 


to London, and to underſell the London, or even the Engliſh Ma- 
nufacturer. bd ap | 


ls this Buſineſs increaſing, or on the Decline in Scotland? 
I rather think it is upon the Decline. | 


To what do you attribute that Decline ? 


There are yarious Cauſes, no Doubt.—In the Firſt Place, there | 
are but few Orders now in London for this Manufacture; and 
beſides that, a conſiderable Alteration has taken place in it, owing * 


to an AR of laſt Seſſion, I believe, which ſeparated the Tanner 


from the Shoemaker, and this has naturally given a different Turn 


to the Manufacture. | 


Have- you read or conſidered the Iriſh, Propoſitions ? HE 
I have read them a few Days ago, which I believe is the Reaſon 
of my being here this Day; for I underſtand that Ireland will be 
upon a much preferable Footing even to Scotland, and that the 


Succeſs of this Manufacture in Scotland may be expected at leaſt to 
be equalled by the Iriſh, Under this Apprehenſion, I have aſked 
ſeveral People about it, but I have had no Information to make 
my Mind eaſy on the Subject. 


Do you then apprehend that the Triſh Propoſitions will haſten 
the Decline of this ManufaQture in Scotland ? 
Without Doubt I apprehend it will do ſo. 


Do you apprehend that Shoes are at preſent prohibited to be 
imported from Ireland into 'England ? 


underſtand that Shoes may be imported from Ireland into 


England, but under ſuch a Duty as affords no room to apprehend 
any Thing from the Importation of them, | 


What 
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What is that Duty? | 
I believe £.77 per Cent. ad valorem. 


If that Duty was repealed, do you apprehend any Danger to 
the Trade? | 
Certain Deſtruction. 


Are you of Opinion that a Duty of £.105 per Cent. added to 
the Duty to countervail the internal Duty, would ſecure the Ma- 
nufactures of this Country againſt the Conſequences of a Compe- 
tition with Ireland ? ry 

Perhaps if that Duty could be laid exactly, to be paid as upon 
the Tanned Hide here, with an Addition of £.10+ per Cent. it 
might for a while protect our Manufactures from being materially 
injured. | | 


Is the Committee to underſtand by that Anſwer, that it is your 
Opinion, that £.105 per Cent. with the countervailing Duty, 
would be no Security for any Length of Time to the Manufac- 
tures of this Country ? * 

I ſhould apprehend, that when the Manufacture arrives at a 
Degree of Perfection, they might be able to manufacture Shoes in 
Ireland, and fell them in London, though they paid £.10z per 
Cent. becauſe I conceive that they will derive Advantage greater 
than that from the Cheapneſs of Labour, which is always known 
to become cheaper by the Number of Hands employed in it. 


Do you underſtand what is meant in the Iriſh Reſolution by 
the countervailing Duty? 

I ſuppoſe it means a Duty to balance the Duty of Exciſe—but 
to calculate that ſeems to me impoſſible, and thence ariſes my 


In what will the Difficulty of that Calculation conſiſt? 

The Exciſe is, I underſtand, 152. per 1b,—the Hide, which 
pays that duty, contains a Variety of Qualities all ſubje& to the 
ſame 154,—Suppoſe the Average Price of the Hide to be 104 
—1Fx4. upon that is £.15 per Cent.; but if One Third of that is 
cut into Offal, valued at 5d. the 154. will then be L£.3o per Cent. 
on that which is Offal.— When the Hide is cut up into Stuff 
for Shoes a very great Proportion till goes to Waſte, Total 
Waſte, that is. Whence I infer, that it would be very difficult to 


ſtate any countervailing Duty when it is made up, if at all 


poſſible. 


Whether, if that Exciſe Duty on Shoes could be aſcertained, 


it would not be neceſſary to add to it a certain Conſideration - 
| tae 
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the Intereſt of Money; and other Diſadvantages, ' ſuſtained by the 
Engliſh Manuſacturer, on account of the more early Stage in 
which he pays the Exciſe Duty? 

Certainly, in all Cafes when ſo large a propottion of the Prime 
Coſt goes to the Exciſe, it is a great Advantage; if it could be 
avoided, to pay that when the Article is fully made up; and that 
is, I think; a very great Advantage, and would be found of very 
material Conſequence to our Manufacture. : 


Is the Difference of paying the Duty in that eatly Stage, or 
when the Article is made up, capable of being calculated ? 

I know of no Injury fo great to a Manufacturer as the Payment 
of Duties in the Firſt Stage of his Buſineſs; becauſe, if he could 
employ his Capital in purchaſing the Raw Material, his Bufineſs 
would conſequently be carried on with a Degree of Vigour pro- 
portioned to the Sum laid out in the Exciſe. 


Is the Committee to underſtand, that it is your Opinion, then, 
that the Intereſt of the Money only would not be that Com- 
penſation? ; 

No, certainly not, it would not be a ſufficient Compenſation 
When I ſay that, I ſpeak of Shoemakers, who are not rich 
Men, and cannot afford to lie out of their Money for the Sake 
of the Intereſt. 


Are not undreſſed Hides now imported into Great Britain from 
Ireland? 
Raw Hides I underſtand are, and Calf Skins in a moſt amazing 
Cm heard a principal Tanner fay, Fifty thouſand Dozen 
alt Year, 


If the Iriſh Propoſitions paſs, are you of Opinion that the Iriſh 
will then continue to ſend Raw Hides, as now, to the Engliſh 
Market? | 

They will be very much to blame to do it—their Intereſt pointy 
Out to them a different Conduct. 


In what State of the Manufacture will the Iriſh then ſend their 
Leather to England? 
The ſame Motive that would induce them to manufacture the 
Raw Hides into Leather, would alſo induce them to carry the 
Manufacture through all its Branches—their Intereſt. by 


Is it your Opinion that the Iriſh Propoſitions will tend to the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Manufacture of Shoes in Ireland, and to the 
dupply of the Britiſh Market? | 

It will tend certainly to the eſtabliſhing the Manufacture in 

Ireland, and I am afraid the other would be the Conſequence. 


Q 
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Can you ſtate what Advantage the Iriſh would enjoy over the 
Engliſh in carrying on this Manufacture? 
If they poſſeſs Advantages equal to Scotland, which I appre- 
bend they do, the Succeſs of their Manufacture might naturally 
be ſuppoſed to be equal; and I have mentioned a Circumſtance to 
ſhew that Scotland now employs a great Number of Men in this 
Buſineſs, which Twenty Years ago employed none in it. 


What is the Difference between the Price of the Raw Hides in 
Ireland and England? | | | 
I do not know, but if they were as dear in Ireland as here, they 

would not be ſent here to ſell. 


Is there not a great Loſs or Waſte of Leather from the Period 
of its paying the Exciſe till it is fit to be manufactured into Shoes 
and other Articles ? 

Very great. 


Will the Leather imported from Ireland into England be liable 
to the ſame Loſſes from the Time of its paying the countervailing 
Duty? 

I ſhould not think that the Iriſh would ſend it here before they 
had reduced it as low as they poſſibly could in Point of Weight, 
which may be done, without injuring the Leather, between the 
Time of its being tanned and made up into Shoes; and it was 
this Advantage which the Scotch had of ſhaving the Hide before 

it paid the Exciſe, which occaſioned the Alteration that took 

Place laſt Year in Scotland; and this ſerves to ſhew that it may 

be done, and therefore that it will be done. 


* 


Can you ſtate any other Inconvenience which you apprehend 
will follow if theſe Reſolutions ſhould paſs ? N 
I know of no other Inconvenience but that it will ſupplant our 
Manufactures. 


Is it your Opinion that theſe Reſolutions, if paſſed, will operate 
in any Degree as an Encouragement to Emigration ? 

I think the Iriſh will be able to offer conſiderable Advantages 
to Artizans to go over there, and I believe a Journeyman Shoe- 
maker might be induced to go. 


Examined 


11 


Examined by Members of the Committee. 


How will the lowering of Duties on the Importation into Great 
Britain cauſe certain Deſtruction to the Britiſh Exportation 
Trade ? 41 
By enabling the Perſon who imports upon low Duties here to 
underſell — who pay a high Exciſe. a 


What additional Advantage the Iriſh Propoſitions, if adopted, 
will give to Ireland, in the Exportation Trade, of which they 
are not now in Poſſeſſion ? | 

I underſtand that the Iriſh may now export freely to any Country 
where they pleaſe, except Great Britain, and therefore the Thing 
wanted by them is ſufficient Capital, and intelligent Artizans j— 
The Way to obtain both which ſeems to be opened to them by 
theſe Propoſitions, and my Reaſon for ſaying ſo is, it is not al- 
ways convenient to a Manufacturer to export the Goods he makes, 
though he may have the Privilege of doing ſo, becauſe his Re- 
turns are very uncertain but in London it only requires to 
bring the Goods to Market, and Purchaſers even for Ready Money 
will be found; but at all Times the Manufacturer can fix the Pe- 
riod of his Payment—thus he acquires a Capital : And as to the 
other Part, which is ſkilful Artizans, the Intercourſe between the 
Two Countries gives an eaſy Opportunity of acquiring them. 


Whether the Advantages already poſſeſſed by the Iriſh in the 
Export Trade are not ſufficient to induce Perſons rather to apply 
their Capital, and endeavour to procure intelligent Artizans for 
carrying on their Buſineſs in Ireland, rather than in Scotland ? 

I ſhould certainly think ſo. I ſpeak of this particular Manu+ 
acture. 


Do you think that any Duty, upon the Importation of manu- 
factured Leather from Ireland would be a countervailing Duty, 
naleſs it were ſufficient to balance not only the 154. per Pound 
Weight Exciſe Duty upon Leather, but alſo the whole Loſs of 
the Britiſh Manufacture ariſing from Waſte, and from the Advance 
of Money ? 

I do not think that any Duty can be ſaid to countervail, where 
the Balance is againſt us; for if all theſe Things co-operate to 
enable the Iriſh to work ſo much under us, we muſt have an equal 
Allowance {ome how, to put us on equal J'erms, 

Q 2 Whether 


/ 


l 


Whether the Waſte in different Branches of manufadturi , 
Leather is not very different? 3 Quring 
I ſhould ſuppoſe ſo, but I am not converſant in this. 


Do you attribute the Succeſs in Scotland, in this ManufaQure, 
to the comparative Cheapneſs of Labour there ? 1 
1 can attribute it to no other Cauſe. 7 


15 Labour conſiderably cheaper in Ireland than in England? 
I do not know what the Price of Labour is in Ireland, of my 
e 


own Knowledge; I take it from Mr. Orde's Speech in the Hou 
of Commons in Ireland, which makes me believe that it is much 


cheaper there. 

From what did you take Mr. Orde's Speech? 

I bought a Pamphlet which contains it.—I do not anſwer for its 
Authenticity, | | | | 


Has the Manufacture declined in England, in the ſame Propor- 


| tion it has improved in Scotland, in the laſt Twenty Years ? 


Ido not know, ' | 


h Whether it is your Opinion, that ever Thing that checks the 
Importation of a Raw Material is of itſelf an Injury to Manu- 
Cure? 4 294 ( 4 b . "TP . ; , ELISA 3 x 

A That is my Opinion. 


Do you not believe, that under the new Arrangement Ireland 


Will rather work up her own Raw Materials, than ſend them to 


England ? 
I think ſo; and I faid ſo before. 


Do you think it conſiſtent with the Welfare of a Trading Coun- 
try, to encourage the Importation of a Manufacture, and to diſ- 
courage that of Raw Materials ? Soar, hn; 


** T ſhould imagine nothing could be worſe Policy than that. 


And then the Counſel and Witneſs were directed to with- 
A 


* 


To report a Progreſs, &c, 
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Jovuis, 210 die Aprilis 1785. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt- 


ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


HE Committee proceeded further on the Petition of the 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Britiſh ManufaQures of the 
City of London, and other Cities and Towns of Great Britain. 


The Counſel was called in, and informed the Committee, 


that he deſired to proceed, in the next Place, to the Article of 
Cut Glaſs. TT 


Mr. JOHN BLADES, a Cut Glaſs Manufacturer, and 
a Dealer in Plain Glaſs, on Ludgate Hill, London, 
was called in, and examined. 


Do you apprehend any Danger to the Cut Glaſs ManufaQory, 
if the Iriſh Propoſitions paſs into a Law? 

Yes;—from the Advantage the Iriſh Cut Glaſs ManufaQurer 
will have from his procuring his Plain Glaſs at a much cheaper 
Rate than it can be manufactured in England. 


At what do you eſtimate the Advantage which Ireland will 


- 


have over Great Britain in this Article of ManufaQure ? 
About /. 50 per Cent. 


How does that Difference ariſe? | | 

E conceive it to ariſe from a Duty impoſed on Glaſs in 1777, 
which advanced it C. 25 per Cent.—there was a Duty prior to 
that, in 1746, and Three L£.5 per Cents. on both thoſe Duties; 
2 Iriſh' not being ſubject to thoſe Duties makes the Dif- 
erence. 


Do you know when the Firſt Duty was impoſed in England? 
In 1746, I believe. 

What was that Duty ; 

1d. per lb. | 

| About 
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About how much per Cent. was that? 
I do not know the Price at that Time. 


What is the Whole that the Cut Glaſs Manufacture pays? 5 
It is very difficult to aſcertain. 


About what do you eſtimate it? 
I cannot ſay, 


At what Stage of the Manufacture are all the different Duties 
paid ? 


In the eatlieſt Stage of the Manufacture —vhile i in the Fesina 


liquid State,” 


Are there any other Diſadrentages which will affect this 
Trade? 


The Diſadvantage: which feems likely to affect it moſt is the 
Advantage the Iriſh will have in ſending it into this Country, 
which Advantage ariſes from our paying the Duty in an early 
Stage of the Manufacture, and they paying the nominal Duty 
— Importation, provided e Iriſh We pas into A 


_ Is Cut Glaſs prohibited to be ported 3 Ireland? 
There is a Duty on it, which amounts to a Prohibition. 


Do you apprehend any Danger to your Buſineſs by taking off 
that prohibitary Duty ? 


The Danger I apprehend is the Emigration of Artiſts in that 
Line of Buſineſs to reland, 


Is it your Opinion, that it will be eaſe to aſcertain the coun- 
tervailing Duty, if Cut Glaſs ſhould be imported from Ireland ? 
I think it will be very difficult. 


As the Exciſe Duty is paid in the early Stage of the Manu- 


facture, is there not a great Loſs in the cutting of Glaſs? 


There is a yery conliderable Loſs, 


May that Loſs be eaſily calculated? 
It is various, frgm One Twentieth to One Half. 


Are the Glaſs Cutters ever deterred from making Experiments 
for the Improvement of the Trade, in Conſequence of the Pay- 


ment of the Duty in an early Stage, and the cn uncer- 
tain Loſs that ariſes from the Cutting | ? 


We are very much deterred, 


- 


it 
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If the Iriſh pay no internal Exciſe Duty under the ſame Cir- | 


cumſtances, do they labour under the ſame Diſadvantage ? 
By no Means, 


Are there any Glaſs Manufactories eſtabliſhed now in Ite- 
land? 

Some very lately Manufacturers have gone from this Country. 
—A Mr. Hill, a great Manufacturer from Stourbridge, is lately 
gone to Waterford, and has taken the beſt Set of Workmen he 
could get in the County of Worceſter with him. 


How many Glaſs Manufacturers do you know have gone to Ire- 
land —do you know any others befides Mr. Hill? 
I have heard of others—but do not know them. 


Have you underſtood that any others have gone ? 
I have, 


Do you know how many Glaſs Manufactories are eſtabliſhed in 
Ireland ? ; 

There are Nine—Six of them are Flint Glaſs ManufaQtories— 
One is a Houſe for making Broad Glaſs, and the Two others for 
making Bottles, | 


Is the Duty drawn back on the Exportation of Cut Glaſs ? 

The nominal Duty is drawn back; but there is a great Waſte, 
and the Duty is drawn back only on what is actually ſhipped ; and 
there is alſo great Expence in the Shipping. 


When the nominal Duty is drawn back on the Exportation of 
Cut Glaſs, what is the Loſs ariſing from the Waſte, and the Ex- 


pences incurred by what is neceſſary to be done in order to obtain 
the Drawback ? 
That I cannot exactly ſpeak to. 


Do you apprehend that the Iriſh Propoſitions will occaſion the 
Emigration of Manufacturers in your Trade to Ireland ? 

I think they will emigrate—where the Glaſs Makers have the 
Advantage, there the Glaſs Cutters will follow. 


Do you know about what is the Amount of the Duty actually 
paid to Government on your Manufacture? 
] cannot ſpeak to that. 


Do you know the whole Amount of the Duty paid on the Glaſs 
Manufacture? | 


I believe about £.80,000 per Annum. 
Do 


— — 
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Do you apprehend the Glaſs Manufacture is flouriſhing in 
? ; 


Irelan 
I underſtand it does. 


Are you of Opinion that a Duty of £.1o% per Cent. together 
with the nominal Exciſe Duty, if thaticould be aſcertained, would 


be a Protection to the — Manufacturer againſt the Danger 
of a Competition with Ireland? 


J do not think that would be ſufficient. 


7 


Examined by Members of the Committee. 


When you talked of the nominal Duty on Importation from 


_— did you mean a Duty adequate to the Glaſs Duties paid 
ere 


I meant that the Payment of that Duty would not be adequate, 


What do you conceive to be a Duty adequate to countervail 


the Duty paid here in the early Stage of the ManufaQure, con- 


ſidering the Advance made by the Engliſh Manufacturer, and the 
contingent Loſſes for Breakage, and other Failures in the Progreſs 
of bringing the different Articles of Cut Glaſs to Perfection for 
the Market? | | 


I cannot ſay exactly, but it would be ſomething very conſi- 
derable. | 


Will it not vary very much, as to every different Species of the 
Cut Glaſs ? 

It will vary in the Manner I have before deſcribed, from One 
Twentieth to One Half, | | 


Is there any Rule by which the particular Proportion can be 


affixed and aſcertained, with reſpect to the different Species ? 


I do not know of any Rule, the Articles are ſo various. 


Is not the Variation alſo affected both by the continual Change 
of Faſhion, and by the Difference of Skill in the different Manu- 
faQtures ? | 

Certainly itis. 


If you wereſbewn particular Articles of high-wrought and high- 
finiſhed Cut Glaſs, could you and others in the Buſineſs aſcertain 
with any Preciſion, from the View and Examination of ſuch 


1 Articles, 
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Articles, the weight of Glaſs which may have been cut away, 
or otherwiſe waſted, in order to bring them to that Perfection? 
We could very nearly aſcertain it. 


Muſt not the aſcertaining it depend in a great Meaſure on the 
Examination of each Article; and do you know, or believe, 
whether it can be done by any general Rule applicable to the 
ſeveral Claſſes of the Manufacture: 5 

Yes, I think it may be done, by claſſing them according to 
the Riſk of the Work there is upon them. 


Will you name ſome Articles in which the Riſk is particularly 
great ? | 

Ornamental Articles of Luſtres and Girandoles are the moſt 
hazardous. | | 


In the cutting of Luſtres and Girandoles, will not the Riſk 
vary much, according to the Degree of finiſhing, which is ex- 
pected to be given? | i 

It will vary very much. | 


How then 1s the general Rule of a countervailing Duty to 
be applied to a Claſs of Articles which vary ſo much in their 
Riſk and Waſte ? | 


] do not ſee how it can be done. 


Is it not probable that the Manufacture of Cut Glaſs may be car- 
ried to a greater Perfection when the Experiments can be made 
free from the Duties now paid here, on that which muſt be 
melted again before it comes to Market? 

There is a great probability of it, that being the greateſt Ob. 
jection when I have applied to a Manufacturer to make any Im- 
provements, he has generally objeQted, ſaying, that he is ſub» 
ject to the Duty, whether he ſucceeds or not. 


Is it not ſometimes of great Conſequence in preparing particu- 
lar Articles, both for the Home and 2 Market, to give a 
peculiar Tint and Clearneſs to the Manufacture, which can be 
only obtained by repeated Experiments ? | 

It is of great Conſequence, and can only be done by repeated 
Experiments. 


Can you fay whether there is a great Export of Cut Glaſs to 
Foreign Countries ? 


There 1s. 
R : To 


A 124 1 


To what Countries principally ? 


Ftance and Ruſſia, and to the Eaſt Indies principally—to all 


Has not this Export increaſed of late Years conſiderably ? 
I do. not know. ber N 
Are not the Artieles exported in general of great Value ? 

Many are, others not—ſome of ſmall Value ;—thoſe to the 
Eaſt Indies are generally not of great Value. | 


Is not great ſkill required in cutting the very fine Articles of 
Cut Glaſs, ſuch as Girandoles and Luſtres ? 0 
In the beſt Kinds great {kill is required, 


Do you imagine that that Skill may be exported to Ireland? 
It is already exported, not only to Ireland but to France. 


Do you believe that the Export of Glaſs, the Manufacture of 
this Country,” would be dindinithed. if the Triſh Glaſs was allowed' 
to be imported here, and exported again to Ruſſia, France, and 
the Eaft Indies ? Ca 1 

If they pay only the nominal Duty, I have no Doubt but it 
would, and they could ſupply this Market, and it would be ex- 
ported from this Country, as it could be manufactured much 
cheaper there than it could be here. | 


Can you eſtimate what is the Difference between the real and 
nominal Duty on Glaſs? | | 
The Manufacturers of Plain Glaſs can aſcertain that—lI can- 


not. 


You think then it can be aſcertained ? 
I think it can, ; 


Whether the Difference between the real. and nominal Duty on 
. Glaſs is the ſame on every Article of that Manufacture? 
I cannot ſpeak to that. 


Whether the Riſk in ſome Articles of the manufacture of Glaſs 
is not much greater than 1n others ? | 
It is much greater. 


Whether the Duty paid by the Manufacturer is not greater or 
leſs, according to the Quantity broken in the different Ar- 
ticles? | a 
The Duty is charged in the Firſt Stage of the Manufacture, and 
P e We. 1 
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The Expence, then, of the Manufacture is greater, in Propor- 
tion to the Loſs? | N „„ 
The more hazardous the Ware, the greater the Loſs. 


Whether the Duty upon the Importation of manufactured 
Glaſs from Ireland would he a countervailing Duty, unleſs it 
balanced the Loſs and Expence of the Britiſh Manufacturer, as 
well as the nominal Duty which he pays? 


It cannot be equal, unleſs it balances the Loſs as well as the 
Duty. | 


Do you think that any Perſon but a Manufacturer of Glaſs is 


capable of forming a ſure Judgment of the proportionate Riſk of 
the different Glaſs ManufaQtures ? 


I think no other Perſon is capable of it. 


Is not Sand a principal Article in the Manufacture of Glaſs ? 
Sand is a principal Article. | 


From whence are the Iriſh ſupplied” with their Sand ? 


I believe they have ſome from the Iſle of Wight, but I am no 
Certain. | 


Do not you know that they have it all from ſome Part of Eng- 
land ? | 


I do not know,—I am not a Glaſs Maker, only a Manufac- 
turer of Cut Glaſs. 


If the Duty on the Importation of the Glaſs Manufacture from 
Ireland was juſtly calculated, ſo as to be a fair Equivalent to the 
internal Duty on the Glaſs Manufacture in this Country, do you 
underſtand that the Glaſs Manufacture could be then imported 
from Ireland, ſo as to underſell our Glaſs Manufacture? 


IE ſhould ſuppoſe not, ſo as the Duty was laid to counterba- 
lance the Loſs and the Riſk, | 


Do you know what is the Difference between the real and the 
nominal Duty on the Glaſs Manufacture? 


I do not know—the Glaſs Makers can inform the Committee. 


If, in Addition to the countervailing Duty juſtly calculated, 
there was alſo to be a Duty of L. og per Cent. upon all Glaſs 
Ware imported from Ireland, do you not apprehend that would 
be a ſufficient Protection for the Glaſs Manufacture of this 
Country ? : | 


I am of Opinion that would not be ſufficient, 
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Aſſign the Reaſon why you think it will not be a ſufficient Pro- 
tection? i 
T think it will not be ſufficient, on Account of the Allowance 
that is made to the Maker being leſs than it ſhould be :—They 
charge us, as Cut Glaſs Manufacturers, ſo much higher than they 
would do to One in our Line in Ireland—we payingthem for the 
Plain Glaſs after they have paid the Duty, it comes ſo much 


higher to us; which makes our Loſs ſo much greater in Breakage 
in cutting the Glaſs. f 


What Branch of the Glaſs Manufacture are you engaged in? 
and where do you carry on the Buſineſs? | 
In the Cut Glaſs Manufacture on Ludgate Hill. 


Have you ſigned any Petition that has been preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons on the Subject of the Iriſh Propoſitions ? 
l have. | 


Is that the Petition now under Conſideration, or any other ? 
The Petition now under Conſideration. 


When you ſpeak of the countervailing Duty being adequate to 
the Riſk and Loſs, do you not alſo mean to include the Advance 
of the Duty by the Britiſh Manufacturer in the early Stage, com- 


pared with that of the Iriſh Importer on the Landing of his 
Goods ? | | 


I do. 


Suppoſing ſuch Duty to have been ſettled, and properly rated 
as to every Branch of the Cut Glaſs Manufacture, would not the 
Iriſh Manufacturer ſtill remain in Poſſeſſion of an Advantage over 
the Britiſh Manufacturer, from the Circumſtance of being able to 
try different Experiments without any Riſk whatever ? 


The Iriſh would certainly have that Advantage, which is a 
very material One. 


Whether, in the Nature of the Trade, the Glaſs on which you 


work is not to you what the Raw Material is to any other Manu- 
facturer? f 


Ves, exactly the ſame. 


— 


Whether you have at preſent the relative Price of Glaſs in the 
Two Kingdonis ? My 

No. N F 

Whether the Iriſh Glaſs Manufacturers are, to your Informa- 


tion and Belief, increafing in their Number and Buſineſs ? 
I am informed they are. 15 


Whether, 


EE 


Whether, under the preſent Duties, any Quantity of Cut Glaſs 
is brought from Ireland to this Country, for Home Conſumption 
or Exportation ? | 

I believe none—the Duty is ſo very high. 


Would not an Introduction of that Manufacture from Ireland 
occaſion a proportional Decreaſe in the Exportation of the Manu- 
facture of this Country, and in the Home Market? 

Certainly, ; 


What is the higheſt Proportion, in reſpect of the whole Value 


of any one Article, that is ſet upon it in Conſequence of the Riſk 
and Loſs ? | 


I cannot ſpeak exactly to that Queſtion. 


% 


Whether the Glaſs cut for Luſtres in Ireland is in equal Re- 


pute, either in the Britiſh or Foreign Markets, with thoſe manu- 
factured in London? 


I do not know— there have been ſome ſent to Foreign Mar- 
kets, but I do not know in what Repute none is ſent here. 


Has not the Diamond Cut Glaſs for Luſtres been of late ex- 


ported to France in Greater Quantities than at any Time before? 
I do not know. 


And then the Witneſs was direQed to withdraw. 


Mr. SAMUEL PARKER, a Cut Glaſs Manufacturer in 


Fleet Street, London, was called in, andexamined. 


Do you apprehend any Danger from the Iriſh Propoſitions ? 
es. 


What? ; 
From the very great Advantage the Iriſh Cut Glas Manufac- 


turers will have 1n purchaſing Plain Glaſs, the Raw Material, at 
a leſs Price than the Manufacturers in England can do. 


To what Amount do you eſtimate the Advantage which Ireland 
will have over Great Britain in that Article ? 


1 apprehend above . 5; per Cent. 


How does that ariſe ? 
The Duty that was laid on the Manufacture in 1777 increaſ- 
ed the Price to us . 25 per Cent.; in Conſequence of which, 
I apprehend, the Duty, in the Year 1746, increaſed it the ſame. 
—which makes out the £.50 per Cent. 


What 
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What Stage of the Manufacture is the Doty paid in 
It is collected whilſt the Materials are in the Pot. 


Are there any Expences attending the obtaining the Drawback 
of the Duty on the ManufaQures exported ; and what are thoſe 
Expences ? | 


About {£.8 per Cent. Expence on the Drawback obtained, 


excluſive of the Time loft in giving Bond, &c. 


Is there any Waſte in the Cutting ? 
Very conſiderable. 


What do you eſtimate the Waſte at ? 
It is impoſſible to aſcertain it. 


Can you give any Idea of it? | 
It is ſometimes the Caſe, that the Glaſs on which we work is 

reduced ſometimes One Half, ſometimes One Quarter, and ſome- 

times One Twentieth, | | 


Do you know how the countervailing Duty on Glaſs imported | 
can be aſcertained ! | | | | 
I do not. 


Do you apprehend any Danger to. the Engliſh ManufaQurer 
from the Repeal of the prohibitory Duty which now prevents 
Iriſh Glaſs from being imported ? 
I do. | | ; 
Will the Propoſitions encourage Emigration in any Degree? 
I conceive that they will, et 


Is the Glaſs Manufactory in Ireland now flouriſhing ? 


I underſtand it is now increaſing. 


Are the Glaſs Cutters ever deterred from making Experiments 


in Conſequence of the early Stage at which the Duty is paid, and 
the ſubſequent Loſs on the Cutting the Glaſs ? * 


J have applied to Manufacturers J make Experiments, and 
h 


have been anſwered, that the Loſs of the Duty, if they did not 


ſucceed, would be too great to Riſk for the Benefit accruing 
therefrom, | | 


Whethet the Iriſh Manufacturer is ſubject to that Diſadvantage? 
I believe not. | | 


Do you know of any Manufacturers having lately quitted this | 


Country to eſtabliſh themſelves in Ireland ? 
I have heard of ſome going. ST 


Did 
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Did they take many Manufacturers with them? _ 
I underſtand they took their complete Work: that is, a Num- 
ber of Hands ſufficient to carry on all the Manufactures. 


Were any of thoſe who went to eſtabliſh themſelves in Ireland 
eminent Manufacturers? | 
Yes. 


Do you know what the Annual Duty ariſing from Glaſs 
amounts to? 


No. 


Is it your Opinion that a Duty of £.r05 per Cent. with the 
nominal countervailing Duty, if that could be aſcertained, would 
be ſufficient to ſecure the Engliſh Manufacturer againſt any Com- 
petition? | | 
I conceive not. 


Do you know of any other Inconvenience than thoſe which you 


have already tated, that will reſult to the Manufacturer from thoſe 
Propoſitions? , 


: 


The comparative ſmall Wages that Workmen have in Ireland to 
England, I conceive would be a Motive with the Iriſh Manu- 
facturer to eſtabliſh his ManufaQory there. 


Have ou any other Information relating to the Drawback, to 
give to the Committee? | | 


No. 


Examined. by Members of the Committee. 


Do you chiefly deal in Cut Glaſs ? 


Pete are concerned in both; but chiefly in Cut 
aſs. 


I there a large Export of Cut Glaſs to Foreign Countries? 
es. 


To what Country in particular ? 
We export to France, to Ruſſia, and to the Eaſt Indies; thoſe 
are the Three principal ſome to Spain and Portugal. 


Has that Export increaſed or diminiſhed of late ? 


I rather think, from my own Knowledge and Judgment, that it 
has diminiſhed, and will diminiſh, 


Is 
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1 s not the Export greater than when you firſt began Buſineſs ? 


1 conceive not. 


To what do you impute che grea Trade this Country wk ac- 
quired i in Cut Glaſs ? 
To its ſuperior Excellence. 


Is the Cut Glaſs Manufacture of this 8 eſtabliſhed in 
any other. Place than London and its Neighbourhood ? 
Not to my Knowledge. : 


4 


\ 
Do you conceive that it could be * in any ohe Part 
to Advantage, but the Capital? 
In ſome Inſtances it could. 


Do you conceive that it could be carried on as a Trade for Ex- 
portation, but in a Place where there is a your general Ex- 
port? 

I do not Know that. 


Did you ever hear that i it ever was eftabliſlied but where ** 
was a great Jn Export? | | 
No. 


Can you ſay what the Difference i is between the nominal Duty 
8, and the real one, allowing for the Breakage, &c. ? 

- The Duty is not collected from me, but from the Glaſs un- 

acturer. 


Do you imagine, that in granting a Compenſation for the 


Duty here on Glaſs, ſome Average might not be taken, that 


would be a ſufficient Compenſation for the different Sorts * 


Cut Glaſs? 


I do not know that there could. 


Could not they be ed 1 in different Claſſes, ſo as to equa- 
lize the Duty? 
I do not think they could. 


Whether the Orders on your Hoyſe from Paris have not been | 


increaſing to the preſent Period? 
It is next with us to a total Extinction. 


Have any Manufacturers in the Cut Glaſs Branch leſt this 
Country to go to Ircland ? 
There is a Perſon who I underſtand is procuring Workmen in 


the Cut Glaſs Buſineſs to go to Ireland—he was here ſome Time 


ago, 
Do 
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Do you conceive that any Workman in that Manufacture will 
go to Ireland to work for leſs Wages than he works for here? 

| conceive at firſt they might go for the ſame Wages, it being 
offered them as a Bounty, which might ſoon be reduced, when 
they had taught ſome of their own People, from the great Dif- 
ference of the Price of Labour. | 


Is the Skill in that Buſineſs eaſily to be learnt ? 
In many Branches it is not difficult. 


Do you know any Reaſon which renders it impoſſible, or very 
improbable, that the Cut Glaſs Manufacture ſhould be eſtabliſhed 


in Ireland ? | 
I do not. 


Whether the Waſte in different Branches of the Glaſs Manu- 
faQure is not very different? | | 
Very different. 


Whether the countervailing Duty or Importation of ſimilar 


Articles of the Glaſs Manufacture from Ireland, muſt not like- 


wiſe be different, in order to be proportioned to each reſpective 
Article? | 
Very much. 


Whether, as you have ſaid that you underſtand that the Triſh 
Glaſs Manufacturer has an Advantage of £,50 per Cent, over the 
Britiſh Manufacturer, it will not be neceſſary, in order to protect 
the Britiſh Glaſs Manufacturer, that the Duty to be impoſed on 
the Iriſh Manufacture muſt not, including the Expences of Im- 
portation, amount at leaſt on an Average to £,50 per Cent.? 

I conceive ſo, 


Whether any Perſon, in your Opinion, except a Manufacturer 
of Glaſs, will be able to judge of the Waſte and Riſk, Loſs and 
Expence, which has accrued in the manufaQuring the ſeveral 
Articles in the Glaſs Manufacture? 

I conceive it is impoſſible. 


Are there any additional Duties lately impoſed on the Manu- 
{ature in Ruſſia or Germany? 
: Germany we ſend none to—1n Ruſſia I do not know that there 
have. 


If the Iriſh Propoſitions ſhould be carried into a Law, do you 
17 it would be any Diſadvantage to the Manufacture? 
do. 5 | 
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In what Inftance could the Cut Glaſs Manufacture be carried 
on in pther Places than London and its Neighbourhood }* * fen 


I cannot anſwer the particular Parts which could be ſo carried 
__ 


Do you know any Part of the Manufacture that could be ſo care 
ried on ? and what 1s it ? 

I think if the Whole of the Manufacture was to be removed 
into any other Part of the Country, and not ſeparated, the Whole 
might be carried on any where, not pay on any'local Situa- 
tion. 


Did you mean, by ſaying that, that it could be carried neat in 
ſome Inſtances out of London,—that it could be carried on in the 
Whole out of London, and not in ſome Inſtances ? ' 


I meant, that there were ſome Parts that did not require the | 


immediate Inſpection of the Principal. 
And then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Counſel informed the Committee, That he will call no 
furthis Witneſſes in Support of this Petition, and that his Evi» 
dence was cloſed, —And he ſtated to the Committee his Reaſons 
for declining to be heard in Support of the Petition. 2 


Then he was directed to withdraw. 


Then the ſeveral Petitions on WY Counſel were directed to 
be heard, were called over in the Order in which they were pre- 
ſented to the Houſe ; but no Couſel or Agent attended, except 
the Agent for the Petition of the Glaſs Manufacturers of London, 
Briſtol, Newcaſtle, and Glaſgow ; who, being called in, informed 
the Committce, That he was not now prepared, becauſe he under- 
Rood that the Petitions were to be / heard in the Order i in which 
they ſtood ; but that he would be ready by Monday. 


And chen he was directed to withdraw, 


! 


To report a Progreſs, &c, 


Lune, 
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Lune 25 die Aprilis 1788. : 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe, on the Adjufſt* 
ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between. Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


HE Committee was informed, That Counſel attended in 
| Support of the Petition of the Glaſs ManufaQurers of 
London, Briſtol, Newcaſtle, and Glaſcow. | 


The Counſel (Mr. Erſkine) was called in. 


Then the ſaid Petition was read; Setting forth, That the Peti- 
tioners conceive that a Commercial Arrangement with Ireland is 
of very great Importance to this 9 and to the Britiſh 
Empire at large; but they have great Reaſon to believe that the 
Reſolutions of the Iriſh Parliament, now under the Conſideration 
of this Houſe, will not put the Two Kingdoms upon Terms of 
Equality, but will, if paſſed into a Law, eventually prove highly 
detrimental to the ManufaQtures and Commerce of Great Britain, 
and particularly to the Manufacture in which the Petitioners are 
engaged ; and that the Petitioners wiſh not nor do they mean, to 
object to of oppoſe, any Syſtem which can or may be adopted for 
the Purpoſe of punin both Kingdoms upon Terms of Equality 
in reſpect to their . and Commerce, but, on the 
contrary, would chearfully and warmly ſupport ſuch Syſtem; but 
the Petitioners apprehend, that, unleſs Ireland will conſent to pay 
equal Duties wa Great Britain on all her Imports, and an equal 
Exciſe on her ManufaQtures and internal Conſumption, for the 
Support of the Empire at large, and that the ſame Regulations 
and Laws be adopted and made reſpecting the Exports Kom both 
Kingdoms, as well from one to the other, as from each to Fo- 
reign Parts, no Terms of Equalization can be ſettled between 
the Two Kingdoms; and that if Terms of Equalization were to 
be ſettled between the Two Kingdoms as before mentioned, the 
Petitioners verily believe Ireland would till have and enjoy ma- 
nifeſt and great Advantages over Great Britam, inaſmuch as His 
Majeſty's Subjects in this Kingdom are burthened with many 
very heavy and grievous Taxes, which the Petitioners * 
8 2 an 
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and believe they are in a great meaſure exempt from in Ireland; 
and, moreover, the Manufacturers of Ireland, from their local 
Situation, will have a great Advantage over the Manufacturers of 
this Kingdom, in ſending their ManufaQtures to Foreign Mar- 
' kets, and are or may be, as the Petitioners believe, ſupplied with 
Coal, the Produce of that Country, the Petitioners having been 
 eredibly informed, that that Species of Fuel has been found in 
various Parts of Ireland; and that the Petitioners are informed, 
© and have ſtrong Reaſon to believe, that many Manufactories are 
already brought to Perfection, and carried on in Ireland with 
greater Succeſs than in Great Britain, particularly in the Article 
of Glaſs, a great Deal of which is now, and has been for ſome 
Time laſt paſt, illegally brought to and uſed in England, to the 
very great Detriment of the Petitioners z and that if the Reſolu- 
tions above mentioned ſhould be adopted in the Houſe, and paſſed 
into a Law, the Petitioners are apprehenſive, and do verily be- 
lieve, that unleſs ſome great Alterations are made in the Laws 
impoſing Duties upon Glaſs in Great Britain, that the Manufac- 
ture thereof will be totally annihilated in this Kingdom, and re- 
moved to Ireland, from whence this Country can and will be 
ſupplied with Glaſs at a much cheaper Rate than the Petitioners, 
or any other Manufacturers in this Kingdom, can poſlibly do: 
And therefore praying, That the Reſolutions above mentioned and 
referred to may not be. paſſed into a Law, and that the Peti- 


tioners, by themſelves or Counſel, may be heard on the Subject of 
this Petition at the Bar of the Houſe. 45 


The Counſel defired to be permitted to call his Witneſſes fit, 
and afterwards to be heard to obſerve on the Evidence, 


Mr. JOHN HOLMES called in, and examined. 


In what Branch of the Glaſs Manufacture are you engaged ? 
In Flint Glaſs. 


Do you apprehend that if the Iriſh Reſolutions paſs into a Law, 
it will affect that Branch of the Glaſs Manufacture here in which 
my are engaged ? : 

do. 
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In what Particulars ? | 

In being ſubject to a heavy Duty of Exciſe, and a peculiar 
Mode of Collection; and the Iriſh Manufacturer being ſubje to 
neither, he will be enabled to underſell me in the Market in 
which I ſtand, while I ſhall not be able to go to his Market on 
equal Terms, | | 


What is the Duty now paid on the Materials that you uſe for 
making of Glaſs ? ; | 3 
The Rate is 188. 8d. per Cwt. and C. 15. per Cent. on that. 


What is the Mode of collecting it, and the Allowance in the 
Courſe of that Collection for Waſte ? | | 

The Mode is by Guage, taken at the Opening of every Pot, 
previous to going to Work—the Allowance is One Quarter of the 
computed Weight. i | | 


Whether that Mode of ColleQion be prejudicial to the Trade, 
and in what Manner? 1 | | 
It is ſo in many Inſtances. 


Enumerate them ? | bt | 

Such are, our not being allowed to purify our Materials, which 
in ſome Caſes is abſolutely neceſſary, and in all Caſes very de- 
ſirable, without being ſubjeQ to a Duty double their Value; the 
Duty being charged at the Opening of every Pot, we are under a 
Neceſſity of paying the Duty, whether we can work the Materials 
or no—1n theſe Circumſtances we are prevented from making Ex- 
exp paar in the great Way—in the ſmall, the. Officer has it in 

13 Option to charge them, or take them away. ee e 


What Allowance is made for Waſte? 
One Quarter of the computed Weight. 


Explain in what Manner the Material is gauged on which the 
Duty is paid. | | 

Previous to the Uſe of the Pot, the Dimenſions of it are taken, 
then it is put into the Furnace and filled; after it is emptied, the 
Depth is retaken ; the Diameter is ſquared and divided by 10.77, 
the „ is the groſs computed Area; One Fourth Part is 
taken from that Area, and the Reſidue is multiplied by the 
Depth— There is another Allowance, which is One Inch at the 
Bottom, the Manufacturer not being able to work lower than he 


can cover the End of his Iron. 


Whether 


— 
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Whether the One Quarter Allowance for Waſte is a ſufficient 


Allowance to anſwer thereal Waſte ? 
No. | | | 


Have you made any Calculation of the Exceſs of the real Waſte 
beyond the Allowance ? | | 
have. ; 


Produce it. | | | 
[The Witneſs produced the Account, but deſired to explain 
it to the Committee before it was delivered in.] 


The Groſs computed Weight in the Firſt Period amounted to 
6,777. Cwt. 5 Ib. the Duty charged on that was 4,670 Cwt. 3 qrs, 
the Waſte in that Period amounted to 2,840 Ct. 3 qrs, 7 lb. Ware 
ſaleable and unſaleable; being weighed as they came from the 
Annealing Oven, amounted to 3,22 Cwt. 1 qr. 111b, Preyi- 
ous to the taking the Gauge, we are under a Neceſſity of ſkim- 
ming the Pot; the Weight loſt by ſkimming comes into the ge- 
neral Weight of the Waſte. —The Books of the Firſt Year are 
miſlaid, and I have only an Abſtrat of the Monthly Entries; 
but | have the Books of the Second Year. To make an Allow- 
ance for the Skimming, I ſuppoſe that Half an Inch would be 
too much, and that a Quarter of an Inch would be too little: 
Where the Officer has charged the Pot full, and made Allowance, 
when it was at Half an Inch, I computed it full; when it was 
an Inch I did the ſame ; when it was more than an Inch I allowed 
nothing. There were Eight Pots. charged full, Ninety at Half 


an Inch, One hundred and Thirty-ſeven at One Inch, and One 


hundred and Sixty-fix at more than One Inch': The Average Com- 
putation for that is 224 lb. per Pot. The Ware and the Waſte does 
not amount to the computed Weight there may be ſeveral Rea- 
ſons for it: The Denſity of the Metal is computed greater chan 
it is, even in its moſt contracted State; we are charged in its moſt 


expanded State; the Dimenſions are taken always before the Pots 


are dry, and there is no Allowance at all for the Conttaction of 
the Pots or the Metal. | ; 


_ [See = Account at the End of the Evidence of this Wit- 
' neſs, 


- When that Waſte Glaſs is melted over again for a new Manu- 
facture, is not the Duty to be paid over again? 
Ves, it is deemed a Raw Material. 


And is chat ſo every Time it is melted over again, be it ever 
ſo oſten. 


Yes. 


* 


What 
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What is the Drawback on Glaſs exported ? 

18s. 8d, Cwrt. and £15 per Cent, on that, on all that is ens 
tered for Exportation; but there are immenſe Quantities on 
which there is no Drawback z ſuch as is uſed by Manufacturers in 
their own Manufacture, and ſhipped in ſmall Quantities both by 
Maker and Seller, ſuch as Button Makers, and ſeveral other 
Trades who uſe Glaſs in their ManufaQtures, 


Whether, when the Glaſs is entered for Exportation ſo as to 
be entitled to the Drawback, the Drawback received is equal to 


the Duty paid? 
No. | 


Explain that Part of your Calculation which ſtates the Differ- 
ence between the Duty paid and the Drawback received ? 
It will ſtand thus in this Account which I have here: The 
Nett Duty charged on us between 29th July 1782, the Day of 


the 2 of the preſent Duty, and the 3 iſt of Decem- 
vt. | 


ber 1784, being 6198 amounting to £.6,652 10s. 4d. then 


as the Duty in the former Period is to the Ware it produced, ſo - 


will the Charge in the latter Period be to its Product, which 
| C 


wt. 

amounts to 4342-35 which will be the Quantity of Goods, 

faleable and unſaleable, made in the latter Period from which I 

deduQ, for Goods by various Accidents broken, and thoſethat were 

rendered unſaleable, which is known by repeated Experiments to 
Cwt. 


be L. 10 per Cent.— that will amount to 434.236. Deduct 
not being allowed by the preſent Act to return — Metal 
and Pieces ſpoiled in making, at the Time they are ſo, it amounts 
at leaſt to £7 per Cent. in Addition to the I. io per Cent,—that 
i wt. Cwt, 
amounts to 325.675 together they amount to 759.91. Sub- 
Cwt, 


ſtrat from the Quantity of Ware, they amount to 3582.44; 


which I ſuppoſe is the greateſt Quantity of Goods pollible to 
be produced and made from ſuch a Charge—the Duty on which 


would amount to £.3,845 3s. the Exceſs of Charge will be 
Wt. 


2615.56 the Duty of which would amount to £.2,807 7. 44. 


which is equal to £.73 per Cent. on the Weight of the Goods, 
or 156. 8d. per Cwt. and makes the Duty really paid to be 
£.1 175. 159, per Cwt. which is more than double the Value of 
the Material, 1 


{See this Account at the End of the Evidence of this Witneſs.] 
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Do you mean that, although you receive the Drawback on Ex. 
portation, yet that in Fact you pay a very large Duty? 
I make it 15s, 8d. per Cwt. | IT 


Have you introduced into the Calculation the Expence of pro. 
curing the Drawback ? | | 
We have ſhipped in the laſt Period, on board 124 Ships, 
657 Ct. 18 Ib. —Drawback amounting to £.705 75.—Stamps 
and Fees at the Exciſe Office, excluſive of the Cuſtoms, is J. 55 
165. which is equal to £,8 per Cent. on the Drawback, and not 
leſs than C. I per Cent. on the Invoices of Plain Glaſs, 


Do theſe Expences invariably attend the Drawback ? 
They do. 


Then muſt not that £.8 per Cent. be added to the Difference 
formerly ſtated by you, between the Duty paid and Drawback 
received ? | | 

Yes. 


Do you find the Exportation of your Manufacture on the De- 
Cline, or the Increaſe ? 


I have taken the Average of the laſt Seven Half Years, and I 
find that the laſt Half Year is leſs than the Average of the Six 
Half Years preceding, by near Two Thirds ; I ſpeak only of my 
own Trade, I know nothing of the general Trade. ; 


What Fees are paid at the Cuſtom Houſe to obtain the Draw 


back ? 


It is in Diſpute, whether there are any Fees due at the Cuſtom 
Houſe, or not—we ſometimes enter them, and ſometimes not. 


Are there any Glaſs Manufacturers in Ireland; and to what 
Extent is the Manufacture carried on there? | 

I beljeve there are Six Flint Glaſs Houſes in Ireland, and that 
Three of theſe work with much Succeſs—1 am doubtful about the 
Others. 


Are any, and what Duties paid by the Glaſs Manufacturers 
there, either for Home Conſumption or Exportation ? 
None—and they go to the Colonies without any countervailing 


Duty whatever. 


If the Glaſs Manufacturers in Ireland are ſuffered to import 
their Glaſs Manufactures into this Country, at a countervailing 
Duty of 18s. 84,—will they be able to underſell the Glaſs Manu» 
facturer here? * | f 

They will. 


What 
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What are your Reaſons for thinking ſo ? 
I can only ſpeak from my own ManufaQory, and I will ſtate 


it —The Amount of our Sales, between the 2gth of July 1782, 


ind the 31ſt of December 1984, amounts to . 19,9) 2 
u 


paid on that Produce, . 6, 65 2. 10s. 44. — The Duty _ 
w 


Sales amounts to 33. 31 per Cent, z—The Value of 325. 675 
of Metal, being waſted and ſpoiled, which might have been 
uſed if the Maker had been allowed to have returned it while hot 
into the Furnace, is worth 56s. per Cwt. and is equal to 4. 56 per 
Cent. on the Sales ;—The Stamps and Fees of Entry are equal to 
1.48: Which Three Sums amount to 39. 35 per Cent. on the 
Sales, which is a Charge in Conſequence of the wer yy vw 
of Intereſt, and the Riſk of Capital, and the oppreſſive Mode of 
Collection. The greateſt Quantity of Goods that can poſſibly be 
| Cwt 


produced amounting to 3582 . 44, the Drawback on which will 
amount to £.3,845. 15s. which on the Sales will be 19. 25 per 
Cent. the Exceſs of Price of Goods exported, created by the 
Duty, will be equal to . 20. per Cent. 


Are there not a conſiderable Number of ſkilful Workmen in 
the Manufacture gone to Ireland? 5 

There are Three Fourths of the Artificers in Ireland are 
Emigrants; the Maſters of Four of the Houſes are Engliſh, 


Whether you impute the Decline of the Export Trade from 
this Country, in your particular Branch, to the oppreſſive Duty 
you have mentioned, and to the Mode of collecting 

Ves, I do. 


If the Iriſh Parliament ſhould admit French Glaſs into Ireland 
at low Duties, might it be eafily brought into this Country, 
without its being poſſibly diſtinguiſhed from Iriſh Glaſs ? 

I think it is probable that it might. 


On the Whole, whether you think the- Glaſs ManufaQurers 
in this Country could poſſibly carry on the Trade, if the Iriſh 
Manufacturer had our Market open to him, without a Duty 
which would be equal to all the Taxes, Difficulties, and Incon- 


veniences which you have enumerated To- day as attending on our 


ManufaQture ? 
I do not think he could. 


— 
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Tou have ſaid, that 188. 8d. per Cwt. would not be ſuch a 
countervailing Duty; what do you think would be a counter- 
vailing Duty? . 

Vou ought to take the Duty off here, and make it equal 
what it 1210 Ireland. : 5 | 3 


Examined by Members of the Committee. 


Has there been a gradual Decline in the Trade of Glaſs ſince 
the laying on the laſt Duty? 

I cannot tell which was the biggeſt Half Year, and which was 
the leaſt ; I believe the Year 1782 was the biggeſt. 


Do you know any Glaſs Houſes that have been obliged to give 
up Buſineſs in Conſequence of that additional Duty.? 

There have been but Four Houſes began ſince the Duty, Two 
of which are Bankrupts z—beſides which, there are mine and 
another—and more are declining, Two or Three.—One, I believe, 
at Briſtol, and another at Stourbridge—One is gone to Ireland, 
I do not know the Reaſon of their leaving off, 


If the Glaſs of England could be exported directly free of Du- 
ty, do you think it of a Quality that would be in Demand 
broad ? | 

I believe it is much eſteemed every where. 


Is it reckoned the beſt that is made in Europe? 92 
I have always underſtood ĩt to be received ſo. 


Are there not ſome other Duties added to the 18s. 8d, per 
Cent ? | | 
Three L.5 per Cents. 


Whether the Duties chargeable on Glaſs are not laid in the Pot, 
before the Material is worked? ; 
I ſaid fo before, 


| ' You have ſtated ſeveral Charges, and the Amount thereof, 
which continue to operate upon Britiſh Glaſs exported after the 
Drawback given—are the Iriſh Dealers in Glaſs  ſubje& to any 
ſuch Burchen on their Export? SF 
No z— they are ail free. 


Was 


Un 


Was this what you meant, when you ſaid that the Iriſn Glaſa 
Ware is ſent to the Colonies without any countervailing Duty ? 
Yes. | 


Suppoling it poſſible to preſcribe a Duty on Iriſh Glaſs im- 
ported into England, adequate to or an Equivalent for the 
Duties paid here, and in Conſequence thereof that Ireland ſhould 
have a fair and equal Participation of the Britiſh Market z—would 
not her retaining the Advantage mentioned in your laſt Anſwers 
on the Export Trade, tend to deprive this Country of the Manu- 
facture, and to give the Whole of it to Ireland ? 

I do not think it poſſible to calculate or eſtimate any Equiva- 
lent, eſpecially when we conſider the Mode of Collection; under 
this Idea—that every Manufacturer, who has a Regard to the 
Reputation of his Goods, will look upon being deprived of 


working and uſing the Materials to the beſt Advantage, as in- 
eſtimable. 


Do you underſtand that after equalizing the Duties to be paid 
on the Importation of the Iriſh Glaſs Ware, that the Iriſh Glaſs 
Manufacturer would ſtill retain the Advantage of trying Experi- 
ments in bringing his ManufaQtures to Perfection, without an 
Part of that Riſk or Loſs to which the Britiſh Manufacturer is 
ſubject? | 

No Doubt but he would. 


Does not that Riſk and Loſs vary according to the Species of 
the different Branches of the ManufaQture ? 

Yes; in this Manner—the Articles are exceedingly numerous, 
and the Waſte upon them is as various. | 


Could then any general Rule or Rate of Duty be applied as the 
adequate Duty to be paid by the Iriſh Manufacturer on his Impor- 
tation into England ? 

I do not know any that could be deviſed. 


Suppoſing the adequate Duty to be taken upon the Examina- 
tion of each Article, could that be ſettled by the Revenue Offi- 
cers on their own Judgment ? . 

The Revenue Officers, I apprehend, can ſettle any Thing; 
but they cannot ſettle it equitably. 


You have ſaid, that ſince the laſt Duty, Four Houſes have 


been ſet up, of which Two have failed—Whether any have 
failed that were eſtabliſhed before the late Duty? 
Yes —I remember One failing. 


T 2 Whether 
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Whether there are not as many Glaſs Houſes ſubſiſting now 
as before the late Duty? by | f 

I believe not—l1 ſaid Four Houſes have ſet up in my Branch 
fince the Duty in 1777; Two of which have become Baukrupts 
— Three others have left off, for a Reaſon I could not tell. 


| How many Glaſs Houſes are there in the Kingdom? 
I do not know, wry 


And then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw, 


% 


. 
An ACCOUNT of the Groſs computed Weight, Nett Charge of Day, the Waſte and Ware, 
weighed, in a Period of Two Years, previous to the Commencement of the preſent Duty on Glaſs; 


With a COMPARATIVE ACCOUNT of the Ware produced between the 29th Day of July 1782 and the 31ſt 01 of December na. 


88 "Cwt. q. Ib. 
Groſs computed Weight in the iſt Period — — 6,777 — 5 
Duty charged on Do. — — — | 4,b5o 3 — 
Waſte Do, — 7 7 
Ware ſaleable and unſaleable, being weighed as they came from the An- 
nealing Oven — — 3.272 111 : 
| . Cut. IA | A 
The Nett Duty charged on us between the 2gth of July 1782 and the 31ſt of December 1784, being 6, 198, amounting to RAO, — 6,652 10 4 
Cwt. 4 lb. Cwt. Cwt. 2 
. 4,670 3 — : 3,2 1: 6,198 * — 4342. 35 Quantity of Goods, faleable nnd unſaleable, poſſible to be produced, 


Deducted for Goods by various Accidents broke, and otherwiſe rendered 


unſaleable by repeated Experiments, is known to be full . 10 
er Cent. 


1 
Deduct, not being allowed by the preſent Act to return ſuperfluous 55 oy 

Metal, and Pieces ſpoiled in making, at the Time they are ſo, is 

at leaſt L. 72 — 8 325.675 

] | | 759-91 

The greateſt Quantity of Goods poſſible to be produced and ſold from 

ſuch a Charge, will be — — 3582.44 The Duty on which would amount to — 2 85 3 — 
The exceſſive Charge on the Manufacture will be 1 — 2615.56 Amounting to . iv 


Equal to £.73 per Cent. on the Ware, or 155. 84, the Hundred 8 and will make the Duty L. 1. 19s. 134. per Cent. which is more "ow double 
the Value of the is. | 


> 


The 33 of our Sales of Plain Glafs, between the 20th of uly 1782 and th a December 1784, bein I 1, the Amount of Du id in the ſame period 
£.6,652 1 * 44. the Duty on ſuch Sales i is equal to 0 2 : 4 X 3 2.9975 2 ua 33-31 PRIN 


Value of 325. ri Metal waſted by being ſpoiled in making, of. and which might be uſed, if the Maker was allowed to return it into the Furnace while hot, 


at 56s. the Hundred Weight, is — 4.56 per Cent. 
Cwt.  Ibs. 

Having ſhipped in the ſame Period on board of 124 28 657. 18. the Drawback amounting to . 705 75. the Stamps and Fees, excluſive of the Cuſtoms, | 

amouting to £.55. 16s, is equal to near £.8 per Cent, on the Drawback, and on the Sales — — 1.4; per Cent. 


Charge in Conſequence of the Duty on the Sales i is, excluſive of Intereſt, and Riſk of S 8 the ee Mode of Collection — 


The greateſt Quantity of Goods that can poſſibly be made and ſold from the abo bei 84. the D of the _ would amount 
to L{.3,845 455 which on the Sales will bn be, 20-16 pies Ray 345 25 per Cent. 


— — — 4 


Exceſſive Price on Goods exported, created by the Dux, excluſive as above on the Sales, is - — — NET GONE 20.1 per Cent. 


Mr. 
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Mr. ROBERT HURS T, Crown Glaſs Maker, and 
Maker of Glaſs for Windows and common Bottles, 
at Briſtol, called in, and examined. 


How do you conceive the Iriſh Reſolutions will affect the par- 
ticular Branch of your Manufacture? 
It will be very injurious to us. 


In what ReſpeR? 


With reſpect to the heavy Duty we now labour under, and the 
Mode of collecting it. 


What is the Duty you pay on the Crown Glaſs ? 
145. per Cwt. and Three £45 per Cents. 


What is the Mode of collecting it, and the Allowance made 
for Waſte? 


It is gauged by the Exciſe Officers in the fluid State in the 
Pots—The Allowance for Waſte is One Fourth, 


Is that Allowance ſo made by the Exciſe an adequate Allowance 
for the real Waſte ? 


By no Means. 


When it. is neceſſary to fuſe the Metal which has been Waſte, 
the Part that has been gauged before, does not it pay Duty over 
again ? 
It is conſidered as a Raw Material, and pays Duty over again 
and ſo toties quoties. 


What Number of Glaſs Manufactories are 1 in Ireland? 
Only One in our Branch. 


Are there any Duties paid there on Home Confumpiion, or on 
| Exportation? 
Not any. 


Then, upon the State you have given, if the Engliſh Market i is 
open to the Iriſh ManufaCturer, will they be able to * you 
and thoſe concerned in the ſame Trade here? 

Certainly they will. 


Have you any particular Reaſons for thinking ſo, beſides thoſe 
you. have mentioned ? 

The Glaſs which is imported from Ireland to England pays. 
only a Duty for what they really manufaQture—we pay a heavy 
"wy for what we cannot manufacture. 1 

ow 
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How much do you pay Annually for Duties? 
Nearly £.18,000 per Annum. [1531 


Do you receive the Whole of char back by Way of Drawhack 
on Exportation, or what Proportion of it? 
Not by Two Fifths, or one Third. 


What Proportion of Cp were you . to employ.on 
Account of Duties? 
More than One Third, 


From wherice is the Manufacture ſupplied with Ingredients for 
Ke" oh your Glaſs? 
From Ireland—the moſt material from Ireland, 


Does that Material pay any Duty peas 
19s, per Ton on the Kelp. 


If the Manufacturer of 8 Glaſs in 1 Ireland had the Englif 
Market open to him, on a countervailing Duty of 14s. per Cwr. 
Could you, or any other in the ſame Way of Trade, meet them in 

the Market bete? 
| We could not. 


Have you found any Decline in the Exportation Trade in yout 
particular Branch ſince the laſt Duty laid on? ; | 
| We find ſome Decline i in the Exporration to Ireland, 


Have you 3775 any Calculation of what would be a counter- 
vailing Duty, if 14s. per Cwt. would not be? 

I cannot {ay I have made any, nor do 1 apprehend any could be 
made, 


Whether you export any conſiderable e of Glak at 


* 


prtreſent? 


We do. 


Whether the Exportation of Glaſs has increaſed or decreaſed 
of late, as far as you know. | 


Rather decreaſed; 


1 you export any Quantity of Glaſs at preſent to Ire- 
nd ? 
Me do. 


Whether that Export has increaſed or decreaſed of late ? 
I think on the W hole it has rather decreaſed. 
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To what do you impute that Decreaſe ? > Fat 

A good deal owing to ſome that has 1 from Newcaſtle, 
which, during the War, they could not ſend, and then it went 
from us. | 


Do you then mean to ſay, that the Trade of Newcaſtle has 
got what the Trade of Briſtol has loſt ? 
Probably it may be ſo. 


Aſſign a Reaſon why you apprehend that Glaſs may be im- 
ported from Ireland to England 1n cafe Duties ſhould be laid on 
the Importation on Iriſh Glaſs, equal to the internal Duties now 
ſubſiſting in this Country, though you acknowledge that under 
our preſent Diſadvantages we export a great Quantity of Glaſs to 
Ireland ? | 

Reſpecting the Duty, they pay, as I ſaid before, a Duty only 
on what they really manufacture we pay a Duty on what we do 
not manufacture. 


If, on laying the Duty on Iriſh Glaſs, there ſhould be an ad- 
ditional Duty in Conſideration of the Waſte, ſhould you then 
have any Apprehenfion ? 

Certainly. 


Aſſign your Reaſon for that ? 

We have not an Opportunity, under the preſent Mode of col- 
letting the Duty, of making the beſt of our Materials : When an 
—— has gauged our Pot, if by any unforeſeen Accident 
that ſhould turn bad, we are obliged to pay the Duty, though 
we are obliged to lade it out, and throw it away The Iriſh have 
every Advantage, from paying no Duty, of making the beſt of 
their Materials. 


If the Iriſh, with theſe Advantages on their Side, and with the 
Diſadvantages on our Side which you have ſtated, cannot exclude 
the Glaſs of this Country from their Market, which muſt be ſub- 
je& to Freight, Commiſſion, and Inſurance, aſſign any ſufficient 
Reaſon how they can ever ſend their Glaſs to interfere with our 
Market ? 

They now ſend their Glaſs to interſere with our Market; — we 
have Letters from One or 'I'wo of our Correſpondents, who ſay 
oy cannot buy our Glaſs, as they can have it to cheap from Ire- 
and, 


Where do theſe Correſpondents reſide ? : 
At Whitehaven, 
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Is this Glaſs lawfully imported? 
They do import it, and underſell us. 


In what Manner could the Duty be levied, without being ſo o 
reſſive to the Manufactory as you ſtate it to be, by gauging the 
Meral in the Pot? . 

When we manufacture Glaſs we put it into an Annealing Kiln, 
there to cool gradually; nor can we draw it out under a certain 
Period, if we were it would break all to Pieces.—If the Legiſla- 
ture would lay the Duty on the Glaſs that 1s there manufaQured, 
and put in thoſe Kilns, it would remove the Grievance, 


Is there a Poſlibility of a Fraud on the Revenue by ſuch Al. 
teration ? | a | 

There could be no Poſſibility of a Fraud: Either the Pro- 
prietor of the Manufactory, or a Head Workman, would always 
attend the Officer to take the exact Weight of the Glaſs that comes 
out of thoſe Kilns, and would be upon Oath that no Fraud ſhould 
be committed. . 


Would ſuch Method be attended with a greater Expence to 
8 by the Attendance of the Exciſe Officer, or other- 
8 | 

It would be a great Saving to Government, for an Officer then 
muſt attend only Four Times a Week, and now he attends Night 
and Day to make a great many unneceſſary Surveys, and has an 
additional Salary for ſo doing. | 


In what Proportion to each Manufactory might ſuch Saving be 
of the Exciſe Officer attending ? | 
More than Half, | 


Have you any Reaſon to believe, that Crown Glaſs is made 


and exported in any conſiderable Quantity from Newcaſtle ? 
Les. ö 


Excluſive of paying a Duty, not only for what you manufac- 
tvre, but for what you ſay you do not manufacture, is not the 
Advance of Duties a conſiderable Article to the Diſadvantge of 
the Britih Manufacturers? | 

Certainly. 


Can you give any Account of the Nature of that Advance, and 
how long, on the Average, it is before the Sale oſ the Article for 
tie Home Market, or the receiving the Drawbacks on the Expor- 
tation ? 

Twelve, Fiftcen Months, Two Years on the Home Market 
ard on the Exportetion, on an Average, about I wo Yeats. $ 

£ | ou 


35 
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You have ſaid, you pay about £.18,000 per Annum for the 
Duties on Glaſs—Can you give any Average Account of the Sum 
of which you are generally in Advance ? 35 

From . 8, ooo to C. io, ooo. 


Would not the Facility which the Iriſh Manufacturer would 
have of making perfect and clear Glaſs, by repeating his Expe- 
riments without riſking the Loſs of Duties by Breakage, operate 
much againſt the Britiſh Manufacturer, after equalizing the in- 
ternal Duties? 


Very conſiderabl y. 
If, in Conſequence of the Iriſh Propoſitions being carried into 


Effect, the Iriſh Manufacturer ſhould gain a full and fair Parti- | 


cipation of the Britiſh Market, muſt it not be by a proportionable 
Diminution of the Britiſh Manufacture? 
Certainly. | 


ky. / 1 : 


Whether of late. Years the Exportation . of Glaſs to Ireland has 
increaſed or decreaſed ? MO as ERIE ; 

It has decreaſed. | ba 

Whether, according to the beſt Information you have received, 
the Manufacture of Glaſs in Ireland is not a growing Manufac- 
ture, and has not conſiderably increaſed within theſe few Years ? 

judge it to be a growing Manufactute, becauſe they are now 
ſending Letters from Ireland to ſome of my principal Workmen, 
offering them every Advantage if they will leave England, and 
go to Ireland, 


f Have you not heard of ſeveral Glaſs Houſes lately erefted in 
reland ? 
They have in the Bottle Way, not in the Crown—the Reaſon 
is, that they cannot get the Workmen over—the Workmen have 
brought me the Letters as ſoon as they received them, wanting 


me to increaſe their Wages on account of the great Offers from 
Ireland. 


Do you think it could be practicable, that ſuch a Port Duty 
could be laid on Goods imported from Ireland, as would exaQly 
3 the internal Duties laid on the Manufacture in Eng- 
and? | 


I do not apprehend it could, 
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Are not the Duties different, owing to the different Quality of 
the Manufacture? | 
Equally the ſame—They gauge a Pot, and whether good or 
bad it equally pays the Duty. have often defired the Officer 
to look at it, and he has faid; he durſt not interfere—and have 
frequently requeſted them to ſtand by me during the Time of 
having all the Goods weighed that gs really been manufac. 


tured, and to weigh the Waſte in manufacturing, and then com- 


Pare it with their Guage, to convince them how much more Duty 
they charged us with, than there is really Glaſs in the Pot, — 
Their Anſwer was, they durſt do no ſuch Thing. We can make 


it appear, ſince our Copartnerſhip, that we have paid an Extra 


Duty of £.14,000. 
Is the Extra Duty, as you call it, on the Duty which you pay, 


over and above the Goods brought to wn Degree of Perfection, 
in any certain Proportion to the Goods which were ſaleable ? 
Nearly One Third. PRs AER 


Does that Proportion hold in the different Sorts of Manufic- 


ture, or only upon the Whole of the Manufactute taken to- 
gether? * 8 an, 
In ſome Particulars (the Cut Glaſs) which we export, we have 


2 Loſs of L. 35 per Cent. owing to not being ſuffered to draw 
back equal to what we pay. 


Is the Committee then to underſtand, that the Drawback is 


not adjuſted in ſuch a Manner as in Subſtance to drawback the 
whole Duty which is paid? 5 


The great Loſs which we ſuffer in cutting up the Glaſs that 
has paid the Duty for Exportation will amount to that Sum, 


which Waſte we are obliged to pay Duty for over again, it being 
conſidered as Raw Material to go into the Pot. 


Whether you think that, in the preſent Mode of collecting the 
Duty, it would be pratlicable iv exactly to adjuſt the Drawback, 


as to leave your Exportation Duty-free, and yet to receive no 


Bounty? 
] do not apprehend it would. 


If the Duty was laid on the Goods drawn out of the Anneal- 
ing Ovens, whether the Drawback could not then be exactly aſ- 
certained? 5 
There then would be a great Waſte in cutting, ſhould the 
Gl. 
ä Whether 
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Whether it would not be attended with very gteat Conve- 
nience to the Manufacturer, in order to complete his Metal to 
the higheſt State of Purity, and to enable him to meet V 


with Equality at Foreign Markets? 
It certainly would. 


What is the Cauſe of the Extra Charge of the Duty, which 
you ſay has amounted to C. 14, ooo in your Manufacture? 

The Mode of collecting the Duty, and not having an Allowance | 
adequate to the Waſte of ghe Work. 


And then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Counſel having no more Evidence to produce in Support 
of this Petition, he was heard. 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


A Member preſent informed the Committee, That Mr. John 
Holmes, the firſt Witneſs examined this Day, deſired that the 
Committee would be pleaſed to underſtand, that his Evidence 
related only to the Flint Glaſs — in which he was 


engaged, 


To report a Progreſs, . &. ; 
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* 


a Jovis, 280 die Aprilis 1788. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt 
ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland. | 


HE Committee proceeded on the Petition of the Maſter 
Silk Weavers in London and Mancheſter, 


The Counſel (Mr. Graham) was called in, 
And the ſaid Petition was read; Setting forth, That the Peti- 


tioners are greatly alarmed at the Reſolutions brought before the 
Houſe reſpecting the Commercial Regulations now depending 
betwixt Great Britain and Ireland, which if carried into Effect, 
will be greatly injurious to the Silk Manufactures of this King- 
dom; and that the Duty on Raw and Thrown Silks imported 
into Great Britain is much higher than in Ireland, and, the Peti- 
tioners have been informed, that it is not intended to equalize 
the Duty by ſubjecting the Iriſh to the ſame Duty on the Impor- 
tation of that Article as 1s paid here, but by laying a Duty on 
Iriſh Manufactured Goods. when imported into Great Britain 
and that the Petitioners apprehend, that this Mode of equalizing 
the Duties on Silk will be very injurious to the Silk Manufactures 
of Great Britain, as it will give great Encouragement to Smug- 

ling, the equalizing Duty, added to the protecting and Exciſe 
Duties on ſome Articles of conſiderable Conſumption, amount- 
ing to upwards of J. 25 per Cent. on their Value, and Silk Goods 
being peculiarly expoled to Smuggling, being of ſmall Bulk in 
Proportion to their Value; and that the Price of Labour is well 
known to be conſiderably lower in Ireland than here, as well as 
the Duties on the Materials uſed in Dying Silk: And therefore 
praying, That the Houſe will take the Premiſes into Conſidera- 
tion, and prevent thoſe Reſolutions from paſſing into a Law; and 
that they may be heard, by themſelves or Counſel, in Support 
of the Allegations contained in this Petition. : | 


The Counſel was heard. 


Mr. 


cas Sw. awe a> 
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Mr. JAMES MAY, a Manufacturer of Silk, in Church 


Street, Spital Fields, London, was called in, and examined. 


What Sort of Goods do you Manufacture? 
Brocades and Sattins, chiefly Sattins at preſent. 


What are the Duties paid in England on the Importation of 
Thrown Silk ? 


7. 44. per Ib. of 16 Oz, | 
What are the Duties paid in Ireland on Thrown Silk imported 


there from Foreign Countries ? 


25. Od. Iriſh, or 15, 10d. Engliſh per Ib. of 16 Oz. 


What Duties are paid in England on the Importation of Raw 
Silk, 


45. 64. per lb. of 24 Oz. and 35. per Ib. of 16 Oz. 


What are the Duties paid in Ireland on the Importation of Raw 
Silk from Foreign Countries ? 

15. Iriſh, — 
Ib. of 16 Oz. 


# 


11d. Engliſh per Ib. of 24 Oz. or about 84. per 


What is the 'Drawback on Thrown Silk exported from hence 
to Ireland ? 


65. 64. per Ib. of 16 Oz. 


What is the Drawback on Raw Silk exported from hence to 
Ireland ? 


35. 75d. per Ib. of 24 Oz. and about 2s. 5d. per Ib. of 
Oz. 


16 


What is the Average Price of Thrown Silk imported into 
England, with the Duty? 


From 26s. to 385. per Ib. of 16 Oz. 


What is the Average Price of Raw Silk imported into Eng- 
land ? 


From 15s. to 30s. per Ib. of 24 Oz. 


Can you ſtate what Advantage per Cent. Ireland will have 
over England on the Raw Material ? | 

On Thrown Silk it is upwards of . 20 per Cent.; imported 
through England into Ireland about £.18 per Cent.; on the 


Raw Silk imported into Ireland from Foreign Countries about 
L. 155 per Cent.; on Raw Silk, coming through England, im- 


ported into Ireland, about £.125 per Cent. 8 
| an 
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Can Ireland reap any other Advantage over England, in any 


other Reſpect in this ManufaQture—and you will ſtate in what 
| ReſpeR ? 


In many others, the Difference in Money in Workmanſhip 
amounting to about /. a per Cent. The Difference on the Raw 
Silk, before it can be uſed in our Manufacture, beſides what has 
deen already ſtated, this comes to about /. 2 per Cent. 


Are you aware of any other Advantage which Ireland may 
have? | | 
In the Workmanſhip :—They can carry on their Trade with 
much leſs Capital than we can they have leſs Rent to pay, and 

leſs Taxes, and Proviſions much cheaper. 


How long have you been concerned in the Silk Trade ? 
Upwards of Twenty Years. 


f 


Have you ever ſent any Goods in your Branch of Trade to Ire- 
land, to any, and what Amount ? 
I cannot ſtate the Amount, but it amounts to many Thouſand 


Pounds. 


Have you ever made any Calculation, what would be the Dif- 
ference in favour of Ireland, taking into Conſideration only 
the Difference of the Duties on the Importation of the Raw 
Material? : | 

In our Articles it amounts to £.15 per Cent. and upwards. 


What are thoſe Articles? 
Plain Sattins chiefly. 


Have you made any Calculation of the Difference in favour of 


Ireland, with Reſpect to other Articles in the Silk Trade ? 


I have made no Calculation but where I am concerned. 
Examined by Members of the Committee. 


Is not the Price of Labour in the Silk Manufacture ſettled by 


the Juſtices, in purſuance of an Act of Parliament, in England? 


es, it is. 


Is not the Price of Labour in the Silk Manufacture in Ireland 


| ſettled by a Tariff annexed to an Iriſh Act of Parliament? 


I believe there is ſuch a Book—a Copy of ours, which was 
publiſhed ſome Years ago. | 


21 


CAA 
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Is the Committee then to underſtand, that the Iriſh Regulation 
of the Price of Labour in this Manufacture is a Copy of the Eng- 


liſh Regulations for the ſame Purpoſe ? 

I cannot ſay that it is a Copy exatly.—WhenlT was in Ireland 
laſt Year, the Journeymen there applied co me to know the Price 
of ſome Work then made in London, on which they produced to 


me the Book they go by, and I ſhewed them the Article, by which 


they ſaw what we pay in London. 

Can you ſay, that the regulated Prices are not the ſame in both 
Countries, or nearly ſo ? . | | 

I believe they are nearly the ſame at preſent. 


If there is, as you ſay, a large Exportation of Silk Goods in 


your Branch, from this Country to Ireland, how do you reconcile 


this Circumſtance with their being able to work ſo much cheaper 
in Ireland than you can here ? 


At the Time that I ſpoke of, the Manufacture was not eſtabliſhed 
in Ireland as it is at preſent, 


Do you take upon yourſelf to ſay, that the ManufaQure of 
Silk in Ireland has of late increaſed ? ; 


I believe it has, within theſe few Years. 


Have the Iriſh increaſed in their Importation of Raw and 
Thrown Silk from this Country ? 
I cannot ſay. 


Have they increaſed in the Importation of Raw and Thrown 
Silk from any Foreign Countries? 
cannot anſwer that Queſtion. 


If it ſhould appear by Accounts, that they have decreaſed in 
theſe Two Articles, is it poſſible that their Manufacture ſhould 
have increaſed ? 

[ ſhould ſuppoſe not. 


Is there not a Drawback, or Bounty in Nature of a Drawback, 
on Silk Goods exported from this Country to Foreign Countries ? 
There is. 
ls it equal, or neatly ſo, to the Draw back on Raw and Thrown 
oilk ? 1 
| Upon ſome it is, on others not. 


Have the Iriſh any Pattern Drawers in the Silk Manufacture? 
I do not know that they have; and if we had had none in Eng- 
land, it would have been better, I believe, for the NT 
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becauſe the Figured Silks have not been worn within a 


Years. . 


Are there not ſeveral Sorts of Silks in which the Skill of emi. 
nent Pattern Drawers is abſolutely neceſſary ? | 
There are. 


Of what Country are you? 
I was born in France. 


Have you ever been at Lyons ? 
I have not. 


Do you not know, that One of the great Advantages of the Ma- 
nufacture of Lyons is the Eminence of their Pattern Drawers ? 
I believe it has been ſo. 


Do you underſtand, that the Prices in the Iriſh Tariff of Prices 
were calculated in Engliſh or in Iriſh Money? 
In Iriſh Money ? 


Whether the Journeymen Weavers in Ireland do not find Reed 
and Harneſs, which the Journeymen Weavers in Spital Fields 
do not ? - 

I believe they do. 


Whether a good Deal of Soap is not uſed in preparing the Silk 
Manufacture? | 
75 A great deal. 


ve Do you not know that Soap is much cheaper in Ireland than 
in England ? 
It certainly is much cheaper there. 


At what Price is it ſold in Ireland for at preſent ? 
I believe at about G. 1. 25s. per Cwt. 


\ 


At what Price is it now ſold in England ? 
I cannot exactly ſay, but I believe at about L.3. 10s, per Cwt. 


Do not you underſtand that Handkerchicfs are a principal 
Branch of the Iriſh Silk Manufactory ? 

| believe they make a great many, but I do not make any 
There is a Gentleman here who can anſwer that Queſtion better. 


Is the Skill of a Pattern Drawer neceſſary in the Manufacture of 
Silk Handkerchiets ? 
It is not, 


Do 


al 


Do 
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Do you kyow whether the Iriſh have manufactured Silk Stock- 


ings? 
Tinte they have. 
How long ago was it you ſent a Quantity of Goods to Ire- 


land? 


About Two Years ago. 


Whether a Pound of Raw Silk, of Sixteen Ounces, when work- 


ed up in the complete Manufacture, will continue to weigh Six- 


teen Ounces—whether there will not be ſome Waſte ? 
A Pound of Silk, of Sixteen Ounces, if dyed, will not pro- 


duce more than Eleven Ounces and an Half, if died in Colours 


I do not mean Black. 


Whether the figured and fancied Silks are at preſent the moſt 
conſiderable Part of the Britiſh Silk Manufacture? 
They are not. | 


Whether the ManufaQuure of Plain Silks does not bear a greater 


Proportion to the whole Manufacture than Figured Silks do? 


[ believe they do. 


Will you ſtate what is the Duty left on each Sort of Silk, when 
exported from England to Ireland ? | 

104. on the . Thrown Silk, per Ib. of 16 Oz.—104d. on the 
Raw Silk, per lb. of 24 Oz. 


Have you read the Iriſh Propoſitions ? 
I have. 


Do you underſtand, then, that under the Second Propoſition, 
the whole Duty of all Foreign Articles exported from Great Bri- 
tain to Ireland 1s to be fully drawn back? 

I underſtand it fo. 


Will not this Circumſtance, then, give to the Iriſh Manu- 
facturer the Raw Silk and Thrown Silk at 10d, and 1054. per lb. 
Ons when received from this Country, than it has hatherto 
en? | 
It certainly will, 


Did you take this Circumſtance alſo into your Calculation, 
when you ſtated the Advantage which the Iriſh Manufacturer 


would have over the Engliſh, in caſe the Propoſitions ſhould be 


adopted by this Country ? 3 
I did not, as I have only ſtated what now exiſted, 
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What Meight of Wrought Silk may be packed within the 


Compaſs of Six Pounds of Tea? | 
That depends upon the Sort of Silk; there may be a great 
Quantity of Handkerchiefs packed within that Compaſs—Two or 
Three Dozen of Pair of Silk Stockings may be packed in the Com- 


paſs of Two Pounds of Tea. 


Can you form any Eſtimate of what would be the Amount of 
the countervailing Duty upon Two Dozen Pair of Silk Stockings, 
or can you tell the Weight of that Quantity? . FE, 

I never weighed them, they are of different Weights. 


0 Are Silk Stockings now prohibited from being imported ? 
believe they are. | 


- If the Prohibition to import Wrought Silk was continued upon 
the Silk Manufactory from all Countries, except Ireland, do yo 
think that it would be eaſy for a Revenue Officer to diſtingui 
between the Manufactures of Ireland and other Countries? 

I do not believe they could. 11 8 126 


Are there any Foreign Silk ManufaQtures ſo much cheaper than 
Britiſh Silk Manufactures of the ſame Kind, that they could bear 
the Expence of being imported into Ireland, and from thence be 

rought to England, and yet be introduced into this Country 
cheap enough to be ſold in this Market? 

That I cannot ſay. | 


[Former Queſtions and Anſwers, relating to the Price of 
5 Soap, at this Mark, 4 Folio 155, read.] 


Axe you ſure that is the Price of Soap in Ireland ? 
I am not ſure, but I was told ſo. . 


You take it, then, on common Report. 
ibs. ole part, 


Do you know what Duties are paid on the Silk Manufactureg 
of this Country on their being imported into Ireland? 
76. 10d. Iriſh per lb. 


Are you of Opinion, that if a countervailing Duty ſhould be 
impoſed on the Manufacture of Ireland coming in here, to balance 
the Duty on the Raw Material in both Countries, over and above 
the Iriſh Duties, it would be poſſible for the Iriſh to ſend their 
Silk Manufactures here legal ; R | 

I think not. 1755 


Why 


I 133 1 
Why do you think Smuggling would be facilitated by per- 
mitting the Importation of Silk Manufactures from Ireland on 
the Payment of Duties? | 
Becauſe it would be then poſſible for thoſe Goods to come in 


here, and if the Perſon did not find Opportunity to run them. 
on Shore, he would then be at Liberty to enter them, ; 


Whether the Perſon intending to Smuggle has not preciſely 
the ſame Advantage now, by reporting his Goods for Exporta- 
tion if he has failed in running them? 3 

I apprehend that Goods are liable to be ſeized if they come 
within a certain Diſtance from the Shore. | 


From whom had you that Information ? 
I. was told ſo, 


Do you remember the Prohibition of F oreign Silk Manufacture 
ur Twenty Years ago? 
do. | 


Whether the Duties on French Silks before that Prohibition 
were not extremely high ? 
They were, 


Are you of Opinion, that the Prohibition that has ſubſiſted 
fince the paſſing that Law, has protected the Britiſh Market better 
than the high Duties which ſubſiſted before that Law ? 

It certainly has. 


If, in Addition to the 75. 1054. at preſent paid upon the Im- 
portation of Britiſh Wrought Silk into Ireland, a further Duty 
ſhould be laid, according to the Iriſh Propoſitions, to countervail 
the Duties paid on the Importation of the Raw and Thrown Silks 
into Ireland, whether, in your Opinion, it would tend ma- 
2 to diminiſh our Exportation of Wrought Silk to that 

ountry ? N 

I . underſtand the Queſtion clearly, and therefore I can- 


not anſwer it. 


If, in Addition to the 7s. 104d. per lb. now paid upon ſend- 
ing the Wrought Silk into Ireland, a Duty equal to 15. 10d. per 
Ib. was to be added, would it not tend to leſſen the Expor- 
tation ? | 

I think it would. 


Can you ſay by what Means this Country is ſecured from the 
Importation of Foreign Linens through Ireland, under Pretence 
of their being Iriſh? 
I am not in that Buſineſs, and can ſay nothing of that Matter. 
| v— | Would 
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Would not the ſame Regulations that are ſufficient to ſecure 


the one ſecure the other ? 
I cannot tell. | 


Can you ſay whether the Soap uſed in the Silk Manufacture is 
made from Oil or from 'T'allow ? 


I ſuppoſe not from Oil, becauſe it would ſpoil the Silk. 


I the ſame Duties as now exiſt in England on all Foreign Ma- 
terials uſed in the Silk Manufacture, ſhould be laid on the like 
Materials on their Importation into Ireland, would you in ſuch 
Caſe fear any Competition from the Iriſh Manufacturer? 

I ſhould think not— If the Duties were paid in Ireland which 
are paid here, 1 ſhould think then we ſhould do very well, 


And then the Witneſs was direQed to withdraw. 


Mr. RICHARD LEE, Silk ManufaQurer in the Hand- 


kerchief Branch, in White Gate Street, Biſhopſgate . * 
Street, London, was called in, and examined. 


Do you manufacture mixed Thread and Silk Handkerchiefs, as 
well as Silk Handkerchiefs alone ? 


We manufacture Handkerchiefs mixed of Silk and Cotton to- 
gether in great Quantities, 


What Exciſe Duty is paid in England on a Dozen of printed 
Silk Handkerchiefs ? | 


Four pence per Yard, and Three Five per Cents on that, which 
on a Dozen full Yard wide is 4s. 6d. 


Is there any Exciſe Duty paid in Ireland on printed Silk Hand- 
kerchiefs ? 


None at preſent. 


Do you know whether there is any Difference between the 


Goods hin your Branch manufactured in England, and thoſe ma- 
nufactured in Ireland? 


A very great Difference in ſome Articles. 


Can you ſtate what that Difference is, by any Calculation you 
have made? | 75 

On a Dozen of Bandanoe Handkerchiefs, weighing One Pound, 
when made with Raw Silk, there is a Difference in the Duty on 
the Silk of 25, 44.; added to which, an Exciſe Duty of 4s. 64. 
makes a Difference of 65. 104, per Dozen, Value 25s. when 
manufactured in Ireland, which is J. 274 per Cent. in Favour 

of Ireland. | 


What 
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What is the Difference between Goods of the ſame Kind when 
manufactured with Thrown Silk ? : | 
A Difference in the Duty of 2 44. on the Pound; added to 
which the Exciſe Duty of 4s. 6d. makes gs. 104. in Favour of 
| Ireland on a Dozen, value 25s. when manufactured in Ireland 
Few are made with Thrown Silk; "moſt are made with Raw Silk. 


What is the Value of a Dozen of Bandanoe Handkerchicfs *' 
made with Thrown Silk in England ? 


L.2. 85. 44. per Dozen, weighing One Pound. 


Do you apprehend, from the Difference between the Price in 
England and Ireland, any Injury to the fair Trader, and why? 

A great Injury—becauſe the great Advantage that Ireland will 
have in manufacturing theſe Goods over England will be an In- 
ducement to encourage Smuggling. | 


Do you know whether Foreign Silks could be imported into 
England, through Ireland, cheaper than Silks manufactured in 
England, of the ſame Quality, could be ſold in England ? 

I know of none in my Branch, except Iriſh 'Goods, that are 


imported into this Country; but India dkerchiefs which are 
ſmuggled, being prohibited. 


Are you acquainted with any other Branch of the Silk Trade 
except that in which you are engaged ? by 
Not particularly. 


If the Silk Handkerchiefs imported from Treland into England 
were made ſubjeQ to a Duty equal to the Difference of the Du- 
ties on the Raw Materials, and equal to the Exciſe Duty paid in 
this Country, do you think that the Manufacture of this Coun- 
try would have any Reaſon to apprehend a Competition ? 


If the Duties were to be enforced, and Smuggling prevented, 
it would not. 


Do you know of any Reaſon, why, if the Duty on the Im- 
portation of Iriſh Goods is impoſed, Smuggling ſhould be ren- 
dered more eaſy ? 

The great Advantage of the Difference in Price of our Goods, 
Miko © in Ireland or England, would be fo much as to 
hold out a great Bait to the Smuggler. 


Could a Smuggling Veſſel eaſily avoid a Seizure, in caſe of any 


Veſſel being near her at Sea? 
I cannot tell. 


Examined 
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Exami ned by Members of the Committee. 


Do you remember the Time when the Prohibition of Foreign 
Wrought Silk was laid on? | 

I remember the Time—I was then but young in the Buſineſs, 
and am not competent to ſay any thing of the Particulars of it. 


Do you remember, whether French Wrought Silks were not, 
before that Prohibition, ſubject to very high Duties? 
I believe they were. | 


Have you heard ſo among the Trade ? 
I have. : 


Do you think that the Prohibition of Foreign Wrought Silk, 
which now ſubſiſts, is a better Protection of the Britiſh Silk Ma- 
nufacture than the high Duties which ſubſiſted before? 
By the Information I have had, a great deal. 


Have you heard that in general the Silk Manufactures in this 
Country increaſed after the Prohibition ? | 
I have. | 


Why do you 1 that the Triſh will ſmuggle more if 
theſe Reſolutions ſhould paſs into a Law, than they did before ? 
When they underſtand that a free Intercourſe is to take place 
with this Country, I judge they will of courſe increaſe their 
ManufaQures—and the vaſt Advantage they poſſeſs will induce 
them to ſeek a Market in this Country. | 


Was you examined before the Committee of Privy Council ? 
] was. | | 


\ 


On what Day? 
The 17th of February. 


Did the Committee of Privy Council ſtate to you the Two 
ueſtions referred to them by His Majeſty's Order of the 14th 
of January, at the Time of your Examination? 
l do do not know what two Particular Queſtions are referred 
£0. | 


Was you, before the Examination, appriſed of the Object to 


which you was going to be examined ? 
Ves. 


What 
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What did you underſtand that Object to be? 
ReſpeCting the Intercourſe of Trade between Great Britain and 
Treland. | | | 


By whom was you told that you was to be examined as to the 
Intercourſe of 'Trade between Great Britain and Ireland ? 

I was informed the Evening before my coming up before the 
Lords of the Council, by Mr. Tatlock, the Broker. | 


Has not the Smuggler the ſame Temptation now that he will 
have if theſe Reſolutions paſs? 
No, I think not. | 


State why he has not? TOES 
The Goods being at preſent prohibited, they are always liable 
to be ſeized when proved to be Iriſh. | 


Do you mean that they can be aſcertained to be Iriſh ? 
I can aſcertain many of them. 


Can the Revenue Officers, do you — | 
Thoſe that I have ſeen of that Manufacture I think they could, 
and particularly they have no Stamp, which ours have. 


Whether the Perſon in whoſe Hands ſuſpected Silks are found, 


is not obliged by Law to verify thac they are of Britiſh Manu- 
faQture ? | 


I always underſtood they were, 


Whether you know what Number of Silk Handkerchiefs can be 
contained in a Packet of a Size that would contain Six Pounds of 
Tea? 7 | | | 

Five Dozen at leaſt, if not Six Dozen. 


What is the Duty on Six Dozen of Silk Handkerchiefs, includ- 
ing the Exciſe Duty, and the Duty on the Raw Material ? 

If they are Yard-ſquare, the Exciſe Duty is 29s. —The Duty 
on the Silk is different between the Raw Silk and the Thrown 
Silk—Raw Silk 18s. ſuppoſing each Dozen weighs One Pound, 


Whether the Duty on the Raw Material is not paid on the Im- 
portation of the Silk ? 


Before they are receiyed into the Merchant's Warehouſe, 


At what Stage of the Manufacture is the Exciſe Duty paid? 
After the Goods are mannfactured they are ſent to our Printers, 
and I believe the Duty is lad on before they are printed, and 
the Payments made once a Month, 
| Whether, 


„ 

|» Whether, in Conſequence of the Duty collected on Importation, 
and the Duty collected by the Exciſe, the Britiſh Manufacturer is 
not liable to a conſiderable Advance of Money before the Manu- 
facture is ſold? | | * 

A great Advance. 


Whether you would conſider any Duty on the Importation of 
the Iriſh Silk Manufacture as a countervailing Duty, which did 
not compenſate the Import Duty, the Exciſe Duty, and the Ad. 
vance of Money? | | 

None, 


Do you think that your Branch of the ManufaQure requires 
any extraordinary Skill? 
F 1 conſiſts chiefly in knowing what Silk to make 


Whether any able Pattern Drawers are requiſite to carry on 
your Branch of the Manufacture in Perfection? 

A very ſmall Branch requires any Drawing Patterns at all, and 
that with little Skill. | 


Whether there is not already in Ireland a Manufacture of Silk 
Handkerchiefs ? | 
There is. 


Is it conſiderable? | 
It has been conſiderable, and I have been lately informed it is 
now increaſing again. CS a 


Is the Committee to underſtand, from your Anſwer reſpecting 
the Duties payable in England on Six Dozen of Handkerchiefs, 
that the Saving of Duties by clandeſtinely importing a Quantity 
of Iriſh Hankerchiefs, equal in Bulk to Six Pounds of Tea, would 
be C. 2. 5s. Sterling? 

It would ſave that in Duties. 


Conſidering the great Advance of Money to which the Britiſh 
Manufacturer is liable, have you computed how much greater 
Capital is requiſite to carry on the Manufacture in England than 
in Ireland? "Cape 

I have computed, on ſome Articles, that the Iriſh Manufacturer 
can carry on the ſame Buſineſs with One Fourth leſs Capital. 


Did you mean, in your Anſwer about the Duties on Silk Hand- 
kerchiefs, that the 27s. is the Exciſe upon the Six Dozen of 
Handkerchiefs ? | 2 
Ik full Yard-ſquare, it is. 

And 
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And that the 18s: Duty computed on One Pound of Silk is 
the Duty on One Dozen of Silk Handkerchiefs ? DF 


No—The 18s. is the Duty on the Six Dozen, at 3s. the ſmall 
Pound. 


Do ed oy confound the Drawback with the Duty ? 
I underſtood that no Queſtion was put to me on the Subject of 
the Drawback. | 


Whether Six Dozen of Yard-ſquare Handkerchiefs weighs but 
One Pound ? 


The Anſwer I made was to Six Dozen weighing One Pound, 


each Dozen in its Raw State. 


Do you know whether Raw Silk worked into Handkerchiefs 
loſes in its Weight. | 


When it is perfectly finiſhed, a great deal—it loſes One Fourth 
Part, | 


Do you know the Price in Ireland of Soap uſed in the Silk Ma- 
nufaQory ? | 
I have lately enquired of a Printer who uſed a great Deal there z 


and in laft June, about Midſummer, he gave 35s. per Cwt. Iriſh 
Currency, for the Sort of Soap he uſed. 


Whether the Silk Handkerchief Branch of Weaving is not ne- 


ceſſary to the inſtructing young People in the more perfect Branches 
of the Silk Manufacture? 


It is very eſſential for that Purpoſe, 


Whether, if the ſame Duties as now exiſt in England on all Fo- 
reign Materials uſed in the Silk Manufacture, ſhould be laid on 
the Importation of the like Materials into Ireland, and the ſame 
Bounties and Drawbacks allowed in both Countries—if in ſuch 
Caſe you would fear any Competition from the Iriſh Manufac- 
ture ? | 


I underſtand the Exciſe Duties are meant to be included in that 


Queſtion z and in that Caſe we judge Ireland will poſſeſs ſome 


Advantages, but not to a Degree as for us to be diſſatished, 


Whether you in your laſt Anſwer do not mean to ſay, that if 


the Iriſh Manufacture was ſubject to all the ſame Burthens to which 
the Britiſh Manufacture is ſubjeRt, that in that Caſe the. Britiſh 
Manufacturer would have no Reaſon to be diſſatisfied 2? 
We ſhould be diſſatis fied. 


Y * On 


— — — — — — — — — — - 
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- Qn what Ground and Principles do you make the Calculation 
about One F ourth leſs Capital being neceſſary in Ireland than in 

gland? . | ; ; we a 
oy — the Exciſe, and Difference in Duties. 


ls that che ſole Ground of your Calculation ? 


* 


I I have made a Calculation of 65. 104. Difference upon a Dozen 


of Silk Handkerchiefs, which will ſtand the Iriſh Manufacturer in 
25s,—of courſe it will require One Fourth leſs Capital on that 


Calculation to carry on the ſame Trade. 


Whether the Piece of Britiſh Manufacture being ſtampt, and 


the Piece of Iriſh Manufacture not ſtampt, that Diſtinction may 


not be ſufficient to warrant a Revenue Officer in proceeding to 


Seizure? | 


I certainly underſtand it will. 


What were you going to add about Charges in bringing in Six 
Dozen of Handkerchiefs into England ? 
- "When the Queſtion was put, I underſtood that the whole 
Amount I mentioned would not be a Profit to the Perſon that ille- 
gally brought the Goods into this Country—l was going to men- 
tion that there would of courſe be Charges and other neceſſary 
Incidents on the Importation. | 


Can you calculate the Amount of thoſe Charges ? 


I never underſtood any 'Thing about it, but I have heard £5% 
per Cent. is the common Expence of Smuggling. 


And then the Witneſs was direQed to withdraw. 


Mr. JAMES MALO, Silk Weaver in the Handkerchief 


Branch, in Moorfields, London, called in and exa- 
amined, 


In what do you apprehend the Handkerchief Weavers would be 
more hurt than other Weavers, if the Iriſh were allowed to im- 
port their Silk Handkerchiefs hither ? | 

On Account of the Exciſe Duties, 


Does the Difference-of the Raw Silk and the Thrown Silk add 
to the Advantage of the Iriſh Manufacturer? | 


It does—the Duty, together with the Exciſe, is very near Ten 
Shillings. | 


How 
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How do you prove ſuch a Difference between the Duties here 
and in Ireland, as to be an Encouragement to Smuggling ? 

The Smuggler would have a Profit in Smuggling, as to 
Amount to 10s. on One Pound of Silk which col 265. The 
Raw Silk will be about 6s. 10d. in Favour of a Smuggler upon a 
Pound of Silk that coſts 155,—this will make near 45 per 
Cent, to the Smuggler on the Raw Silk, and J. 38 per Cent. on 
the Thrown Silk.—The 10s. on the Raw Silk, on the Average 
of 265. is £.38 per Cent. or thereabouts. 2 


Do you remember paſſing the Act in 1766, which prohibited 
the TDI of -Foreign Wrought Silks ? rs 


Were not French Wrought Silks ſabje& to | hi Duties 
before the paſſing that Act? mo, RM | 
They were. | 


Did not thoſe Duties amount to £.75 per Cent. or thereabouts ? 


Do you think that the preſent Prohibition of a Wrought 
Silks has proved a better Protection to the Britiſh Silk Manufac- 
turer than the high Duties to which Foreign Wrought Silks were 
{ſubject before the Prohibition? | 

t has, 


Did the Britiſh Silk Manufacture increaſe in Conſequence of 
that Prohibition? ba 
I believe conſiderably. 


Is it not your Opinion that it is eaſier to carry on a Smug- 
gling Trade in Goods liable on Importation to prohibitory Duties, 
than in ſuch Goods as are abtolutely prohibited ? 

It is eaſier to — Goods that are liable to prohibitory Du- 
ties, than what are abſolutely prohibited. 


In what Reſpects do you think it is more difficult to ſmuggle 
Goods that are abſolutely prohibited, than thoſe which are under 
a prohibitory Duty? 
Becauſe if they are found on board a Ship, they are ſeizable 
directly. f | 


Have you any other Reaſon for ſuppoſing it more difficult than 
what you have now mentioned 
I have always underſtood it is ſo—we experience that in India 


Ships, with reſpect to the India Handkerchiefs. 
V2 Are 
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Are you aware that India Handkerchiefs are prohibited? 

Ves; but before I underſtood the Queſtion wrong,—]f they 
attempt to import ſeizable Goods, they are ſeized—but Goods that 
are liable to make an Entry are not ſeizable, and therefore more 
eaſily ſmuggled. | | | 


Have you ever heard that Ships which have Goods on board 
rohibited to be broughtinto this Country, may nevertheleſs come 
into our Ports, and report thoſe Goods for Exportation ? | 
They may, but I do not know it. | 


I that ſhould be the Caſe, ſhould not you imagine that a Ship 
having Liberty to lie in Port with prohibited Goods on board, 
after reporting thoſe Goods for Exportation, . muſt have as great 
Opportunities for Smuggling, as if thoſe Goods were ſubje to a 
prohibitory Duty? | % | | 
The India Ships are in that Predicament. | 


Is not the Committee to.. underſtand, then, that in that Caſe 
they would have as good an Opportunity of Smuggling ? 

If they bribe the Officers, which is often the Caſe; — where 
there 18 a Profit they can do ſo. | 


* you examined by the Committee of Privy Council ? 
es. 


On what Day? 
I cannot recollecte. ; 
Whether, when you was deſired to attend the Committee of 
Privy Council; or during the Examinitation there, you was told of 
any Commercial Arrangement that was to take place between 
Great Britain and Ireland? e e 505 
I was. Ie 


By whom, and at what Time ? 
About Eleven o'Clock in the Morning. 


By whom was you told? 
By Mr. Tatlock, who told me Mr. Roſe had wrote to him.— 
Mr, Tatlock and | went together the next Morning, 


Whether Mr. Roſe's Note mentioned any Thing of the Com- 
mercial Arrangement between Great Britain and Ireland ? 
I aid not ſee it. e Fe | 


And then the Witneſs was direRed to withdraw, I 
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The Evidence being cloſed on the Petition now under Con 
fideration. Con- 


The Counſel was heard to obferve thereon. 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


Tur COMMITTEE was moved, That the Petition of the 
Working Silk Weavers, of Spital Fields, and its Environs, might 
be read, . | Ce 


And the ſame was read accordingly z Setting forth, That 
the - Petitioners are exceedingly alarmed at the Reſolutions 
which have paſſed the Iriſh Houſe of Commons reſpecting the 
Regulation 1 Trade and Commerce between this Country and 


Ireland, now under Conſideration of the Britiſh Parliament, 


which, if paſſed into a Law, the Petitioners fear will be very 
injurious to the Silk- ManufaQtories of this Kingdom, and more 
particularly ſo, as the Articles made uſe of in preparing and ma- 
nufacturing the Silk Branch are cheaper in Ireland, and the Duty 
laid thereon much lower, by which Means this Country will be 
overſtocked with Inſh Goods ſmuggled, and which the Petitioners 
conceive will prove deſtructive to their Trade; and repreſenting 
to the Houſe, that in Conſequence of the very heavy Duty on 
Silk, the Petitioners Trade has been in a very declining Situa- 
tion for ſeveral Years, which, with the additional Duty on that 
Commodity laſt Seſſion, has ſo leſſened their Home Conſump- 
tion, that, for want of Employment, the Conſequence is, Po- 
verty and Diſtreſs are deluging like a Torrent the whole Trade; 
and, if the Iriſh Reſolutions ſhould paſs into a Law, their Trade 
is irretrievably loſt and ruined, and Emigration and Depopulation 
muſt be the dreadful Conſequence, the only Alternative left to fly 
from the Iron Jaws of extreme Miſery and Want: And that the 
Petitioners beg Leave to ſtate to the Houſe, that the Nature of 
their Buſineſs is ſuch as obliges them to bear a greater Share of 
the Burthen of the State than many other Manufacturers, for, al- 
though their Wages are much lower than many other Mechanics, 
yet they are obliged to occupy Houſes of greater Rent and Taxes, 
particularly in the Articles of Window and Candle Tax, which, 
ſince the additional Duty laid on thoſe Articles, together with the 
increaſing Parochial Dues, particularly Poor Rates, occaſioned by 


the great Decay of the Silk Trade, that Poverty and Diſtreſs per- 


vades the Streets, whereby Numbers are daily obliged to have Re- 
courſe to the Relief of a Workhouſe, or are obliged to leave their 


native 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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native Country, and thereby depriving the Community df a 
uſeful Subjects, and furniſhing Foreign Nations {with Arts and 
Myſteries, which, in the End, may prove exceeding prejudicial to 
the Trade, Commerce, and Revenue of this Country ; andthere- 
fore the Petitioners beg Leave to lay their Diſtreſſes before this 
auguſt Aſſembly, the only Saviours that can revive their drooping 
Trade, humbly imploring, in Behalf of themſelves, and Thou- 
ſands yet unborn, that the intended Propoſitions reſpeQing Ire. 
land may not paſs into a Law, to the Ruin of their Trade, and 
that a few of the Petitioners may be permitted to prove the Al. 
legations of this Petition at the Bar of the Houſe, and that they 
will adopt ſuch Meaſures as they ſhall think moſt conduciye for 
promoting and encouraging the Britiſh Manufacture in all its 
Branches, whereby Thouſands of His Majeſty's loyal and duti- 
ful Subjects (Numbers of whom have chearfully fought the Bat- 
tles of their Country, and are ready to ſtep forth, if Occaſion 
ſhould require, to face the Enemies of their native Land) will be 
relieved from the greateſt Miſery and Diſtreſs. 

And the Committee being informed, that ſeveral of the ſaid 
Petitioners (who were ordered to be heard by themſelves, before 
this Committee, in Support of the ſaid Petition) were attending, 
they were ſeverally called in to the Bar, and Queſtions were put 
to them by the Members of the Committee, as follow-: 


WILLIAM MARCHANT, Working Silk Weaver, in 
Skinner Street, Biſhopſgate Street, London, 


In what particular Branch of the Silk Manufacture are you 
d? 


engag | 
— Garment Trade; the Trade of Broad Silk. 


In what Reſpe& do you conſider that the Iriſh Propoſitions, if 
carried into a Law, would affect or injure your Trade? 

We conceive that they will injure our Trade, by Reaſon that 
at preſent there is a Prohibition exiſting between the Two Coun- 
tries, and if theſe Propoſitions are carried into a Law, that 1s to be 
aboliſhed. —We conceive that the Importation of Iriſh Goods 
will overrun us very much, inaſmuch as they are able, by ſeveral 


Advantages, to maunfaQure their Goods cheaper than we can. 
| What 
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What do 199 mean by ſeveral Advantages? _ | 
As I ſtand in this Place in Behalf of the Working Weavers, I 
ſhall not trouble the Committee with what relates. more to the 
Maſter Weavers, but ſhall confine myſelf wholly to what con- 
cerns the Working Weavers ; and thoſe Advantages are theſe :— 
Their Prices of Work in Ireland, acccording to the Book, are 
much the ſame as ours are, but there is a Difference in the Pay- 
ment of Labour by the Currency, One Shilling Engliſh going 
for 13d. and the Weavers in Ireland find their own Articles, or, 
more properly, Tools, ſuch as Harnefles and Reeds; and, as we 
are informed, pay for warpping and entering of their Work, which 
the Maſters in England find their Journeymen ;z this renders the 
Expence of manufacturing Goods to the Maſter Manufacturer 
much cheaper than it is in London, —Theſe are the Advantages 
which I alluded to, with reſpe& to the Working Hands, in which 
the Ditference conſiſts, | 


Do you believe that a countervailing Duty, to be laid on all 


Iriſh Manufactures imported into this Kingdom, would operate as 
a Prohibition? 


I cannot think it would. 


Can you ſpeak as to the general State of the Working Trade 
in which you are engaged ? 8 

The general State of the Trade is in an affecting Situation: 
We are many of us out of Employ—ſome Thouſands of Hands 
have been diſcharged this laſt Winter—whole Families have been 
obliged to go to the Workhouſe—and many favourite Hands, 
which were accounted good Workmen, are limited to ſo ſmall a 
Quantity of Work that it is not ſufficient to ſupport their Fami- 
lies. This being the diſtreſſed State of the Trade, we are very 
apprehenſive that we cannot bear any Circumſtance that tends to 
lefſen it, and diſtreis it morez and, being apprehenſive that the 
Iriſh Propoſitions, if paſſed into a Law, will tend to hurt us, and 
take that little Trade from us which we now enjoy, we have been 


induced humbly to ſubmit this Petition to this Honourable 
Houſe. | | 


At how much per Cent. do you compute the Price of Labour 
ariſing from the Circumſtance you have mentioned, that the Iriſh 
Maſter Weaver has over the Britiſh Maſter Weaver ? 

About Two Pence in a Shilling. 


Whether the Iriſh Propoſitions have ſpread any great Alarm 
among the Journeymen Weavers in Spital Fields? 
Yes, an univerſal Alarm throughout the whole Trade. 


Do 
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Do you apprehend, that if the Propoſitions ſhould inte 
Law, be any Probability that any of Ss 
tuters of Spital Fields would emigrate into Ireland ? + 

believe many would—the Iriſh Weavers who are in Spital 
Fields are ſo perſuaded of the flouriſhing Trade they ſhall draw 
therefrom, that the univerſal Talk is of going Home; and 1 my- 
ſelf have had an Offer made me this Week, that, ſhould that 
Event take place, and I choſe to go to Ireland, I ſhould be pro- 
vided with Money, and a Promiſe of Work to keep m Family 
with; and though, I confeſs, I ſhould not be very fond of leay- 
ing my native Land, yet when I find that there is no Poſſibility 


of living in Buſineſs in it, I ſhould feel myſelf induced to follow 
my Trade where it is to be found. | 


Do you remember when there was a great Manufacture of Silk 
Gauze in Spital Fields? Lee | Fo 
PerfeQly well. 


What Remainders of that ManufaQure are there now in Spital 
Fields ? | 

It is chiefly diſperſed about the Country, and a great deal in 
Scotland. | PETS | 


Do you know the Reaſon that that Manufacture has been re · 


moved from Spital Fields to different Parts of the Country, and 


to Scotland? ; 
It was the Effect of a Diſpute between the Maſter Weavers and 
the Journeymen, before a Book of Prices was in the Trade, 


Do you not apprehend that the cheaper Price of Labour in the 


Country and in Scotland, has been the principal Cauſe that that 


Branch of the Manufacture flouriſhes now in the Parts where it is 
carried on, and not in Spital Fields? | 

I do not know whether that may not be the Cauſe of its flou 
riſbing now, but that was not the Cauſe of its going into Scot- 
land—the Gauze Trade flouriſhed as much Twenty Years ago 
as it does now, and it bore Double the Price, 5 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 
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JOHN INGL E, a Working Silk Weaver for many Yeats 
in Spital Fields, London. 


Do you know what Difference there is in the Wages of a Work- 
ing Silk Weaver in Ireland and in England? 

I do not know there is any, except in the Value of the Money, 
and with reſpect to the Workmen's finding their Tools. 


Are there not many Seamen employed in the Weaving Trade 
in Spital Fields? | „ 

There are. | 
Do you know that the Silk Gauze Manufacture has gone to 
a and been greatly increaſed there of late Years ? 

1 do. ee a 


Do you think that if the Iriſh Propoſitions ſhould paſs into a 
Law, that Encouragement would be thereby given to the London 
Silk Weavers to ſettle in-Ireland ? 1 | 

I do. ESTI OT eee boon; an] rely 

Have you. computed what Advantages the Iriſh ManufaQurer 
has over the Britiſh Manufacturer in the Price of Labour, ariſin 
from the Two Circumſtances of the Difference of the Value * 
Money, and the Articles found by the Triſh Workmen? 

About 14/. per Cent. 


And then he was direQed to withdraw, | 
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1 0 M 1M IT T E E * * Whole Houſe, on "Rr Adjuſ- 
ment of the Commercial Interceurſe Ne Great 
Britain and Ireland; 


a 


| T.. Committen ware igforned; That Mr. Jobs 1 


ed on the Behalf of the Petition of the ann 


ers of Earthen Ware, in Staffordſhire. 


And being called in, Rosen dt 


He informed the Committee, "ay he 1 4 not ſi bl we pe- 
tition, but that he attended in order to give Evidence in Support 
of the Allegations 5 the ſaid Petition. 


e the. aid ren was read 3 Sening fonthy That the e- 
eltioners are greatly, ne 150 the 9 5 Feul tions 
now negociati wegn Great Br a are at 
the fame Ti — ſenſible of the rene of : Kid ang equal 
Syſtem being adjuſted and finally ſettled between the Two King- 


. 3 that hey cannot help being £ approbenfive, however, that 


— Reſolutions of the 'Parhamenr of Ireland, if paſſed 
into in their preſent Form, will be highly injurious to the 
Intereſts of «the ſaid' MManufaRory, inaſmuch as they tend to lay 
the Foundations of a future and unequal Competition in our own 


as well as Foreign Markets, and ſuch as may ultimately prove de- 
ſtructive of this valuable and extenſive Branch of National Com- 


merce: And therefore praying, That they may be heard, by 
themſelves and their Counſel, againſt the propoſed Reſolutions of 
the Parliament of Ireland pailing i into a Law, and that ſuch Alte- 
rations may be made therein as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet, in 
order that, whilf every reaſonable and even liberal Encourage- 
ment and Aſſiſtance is afforded to the Trade and ManufaQures of 


the Siſter Kingdom, a due and prudential Regard may be had to 


the Commercial Intereſts of our own. 


Mr. Wedgwood then ſtated to the Committee, That having 


lately had an IIIneſs, which would make it difficult for him - 
{pea 


- 
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gel for any Length of Time; he therefore defired to deve in 
in Writing what he had to offer to the W 1 * wen 
be read. 
Abd then he was dne 0 ib 0 
And bein again called in; he was aſked, 


What Objections have you, on the Subject of W. own Me: 
nufacture, to ſtate to the Iriſh Propoſitions? 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; he was aſked, 


Have you ſeen and nd the Iriſh Reſolutions Py 
I have, 


Do you ink Wy" will be eps to your | ManufkQuure, 
and in what Manner? 

And the Witneſs deſiring to know whether he might make ufe 
of ſome Notes which he had in his Hand 


He was aſked, 


Are thoſe Notes ef your own making ? 
They are my own Notes. 


And then the-ſaid Notes, at the Requeſt of the Wind. and 
by the Permiſſion of the Commit.ce, were read for him by the 
Clerk, ſtanding by him at the Bar, and are as follows: 


THE Injuries which the ManufaQurers of Earthen Ware are 
apprehenſive of receivi 15 from the Iriſh Reſolutions, if adopted 
and ratified by the Britiſh Parliament, may be compriſed under 
Two Heads—that of our Home Trade, including Ireland z and 
our Foreign or Export Trade. 


ö 


1. The HOME TRA D E. 


The Iriſh Manufacturer has already many Advantages over the 
Engliſhz which, though they may not have any great or imme- 
diate Operation under the preſent Arrangement of the 'Two King- 
doms, muſt, when the Advantages of the new Syſtem ſhall be ſu- 


7 2 peradded, 
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peradded; give him almoſt a Certainty of ſupplying his own 
Country with Earthen Ware, and a great Chance of fharing the 


Engliſh Market with us. 


Amongſt theſe Advantages, Cheapneſs of Labour is not the 
leaſt, On this Subject much has been ſaid : The Fact itſelf has 
been controverted by ſome; and where the Fact has been admit. 
ted, the Proportion of that Cheapneſs has been very differently 
ſtated. It being very material to have this Point ſettled with a 
tolerable Degree of Accuracy, I hope the Committee will indulge 


me with a few Words upon it. 


We cannot come to the Knowledge of the real Price of Labour 
in Ireland, by being told what it is in Dublin, and much leſs from 
learning what Wages particular Artiſans may demand there for 
working upon any particular Branches of Buſineſs not fully eſtab- 


liſhed; for upon this Principle I could prove, that Labour is 


dearer in the particular Manufacture of any other Potter in Staf- 
fordſhire than in mine; becauſe, when a Workman has been a 
few Years with me, and thereby learnt my Methods of workin 
he will receive from others Offers of higher Wages than I can 5 
ord to give him; notwithſtanding which, the real Fact is, that I 
pay £:20 or £.30 per Cent. more, in general, for the ſame Species 


of Work, than, I believe, any other Manufacturer. 


9 : 


But I apprehend that, in order to form a juſt Compariſon be- 
tween the general Rate of Wages in Two Countries, we ſhould 


learn the Price given in each for that Species of Labour to which 


the natural Faculties of every Man, are equal and applicable, And 
therefore, in the preſent Cafe, our Enquiry ſhould: be, what the 
Farmer pays, upon an Average, for Day Labour, in both Coun- 
ties; and this, from the beſt Information I can obtain is, in Ire- 
land, 64. Iriſh Money, and in England 15. 24. Sterling. And we 
cannot reaſonably doubt, but that there will be nearly a propor- 
tionate Difference of Wages between the Manufaturers of the Two 
Countries, as there is now between the Day Labourers, whenever 
the Manufactures are fully eſtabliſhed in both, and Apprentices 
and others, Natives of. Ireland,-haye learnt the Arts of manufac- 
turing, in ſufficient Numbers, and ſo completely as to be indepen- 
dent of their Firſt Teachers. | T2 

It might be difficult, in the Midſt of the Diſputes now ſubſiſt- 


ing, to obtain jmpartial Evidence upon the Facts cpntroverted ; 


Bur if we can find a Man of Obſervation, who, before theſe Diſ- 
pures aroſe, had made particular Enquiries into this Subject upon 
the Spot, and given us the Relults of them, theſe, ſo far as they 
are Facts, and not merely Opinions, mult have great Weight— 
Mr. Young ſeems to be ſuch an Authority; and in treating on this 

ck . ZSubject, 
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Subject, in his Tour in Ireland, he makes the Average Wages of 2 
Labourer, in i777, to be 63d. a Day the Year round, and the 
Wages in England for the ſame Species of Labour nearly Three 
Times as much. And this he takes from the concurrent Infot- 
mation of the Gentlemen in Ireland whom he viſited. 

Mr. Young, indeed, gives it as his Opinion, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the nominal Difference of Wages, Labour is really as dear in 
Ireland as in England, on Account of the Inferiority of the Iriſh - 
Labourers. There may at preſent be ſome Foundation for this | 
Opinion to a certain Degree; but from my own Experience of 
Iriſh Labourers, which has not been ſmall, I am perſuaded he has 
carried this Idea too far. But, admitting the preſent Inferiority in 
the full Extent he ſtates it, we cannot ſuppoſe that it will long 
continue ſo, when the Reſolutions are paſſed, and Ireland becomes 
filled with emigrant Manufacturers from England; for theſe will 
certainly ſhame, and even force, the Iriſh Artiſans out of their 
preſent lazy and flow Methods of manufacturing, and convince 
them, by their own Example, not only of the Polibility, but the . 
Advantages of ſuch an Alteration. And after this, as both one 
and the other can undoubtedly live cheaper there than in England, 
the Price of manufaQturing Labour will as certainly, in "Proceſs 
of Time, fall to a proportionately lower Standard. Beſides, Mr. 
Young is ſtating the Inferiority of the Iriſh in that Species of La- 
bour which depends upon the Exertions of muſcular Strength 
and ſeems to apprehend, that their Deficiency in this Reſpect may 
ariſe from the Quality of their Food, or their Indulgence in 
Spirityous Liquors, But there are few Branches of Manufacture 
that depend ſo much upon muſcular Strength, as on Quickneſs of 
Apprehenſion and Activity of Limbs; and in theſe Qualities, the 
Inſh, perhaps, will not ſuffer much by a Compariſon with our 
own Workmen. | | 

It may perhaps be objected, that Wages will riſe in Ireland in 
Proportion as the People acquire an Increaſe of Employment and 
of Opulence, But this Objection admits the Fact n to exiſt, 
and the Advantage to operate during the Progreſs of that Riſe : 
Nor does it appear how this /xcreaſe of Employment and Opu- 
lence is to = gained to Ireland, under the Iriſh Propofitions, 


otherwiſe than by a nearly proportionate Decreaſe of the Britiſh 
Manufactures. And this apprehended Riſe of Wages muſt appear 
les likely to take place, when we conſider that Ireland, having no 
Wars to carry on, nor Colonies to maintain or protect, inſtead'of 
being apprehenſive of new Taxes or Exciſe Laws, may reaſonably 
hope that the few ſhe now has will be lowered ; becaute, with the 
Increaſe 
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Increaſe of her ＋ ede and Trade, the Produce of her pre- 


ſent Exciſe and Cuſtoms muſt increaſe in Proportion. | 
It appears, therefore, that the Cheapneſs of Labour in Ireland 
muſt give the Pottery in that Kingdom a very conſiderable Advan- 
tage over ours; more eſpecially as the Value of this patticular 
Manufacture conſiſts almoſt wholly in Labour: When to this is 
added, that the Raw Materials are likewiſe cheaper, nearly in an 
equal Proportion, the Advantage of Ireland, in the manufacturing 
Part, becomes decided and uncontrovertible. + | 
The principal Raw Materials, of which our preſent Earthen 
Wares are made, are Clay and Flint Stones: The former Ireland 
has of her own, and, as I am told, of the beſt Quality; but if 
this ſhould not be ſo, ſhe has been, and therefore no Doubt but 
ſe can again be, ſupplied with it from the ſame Places that we 
'ourſelves are; and this at little more than Half the Expence 
which it coſts us when delivered in Staffordſhire : The latter 
(Flint Stones) ſhe has much cheaper ſtill; as we now fetch them 
| wo the Potteries in Staffordſhire from the Shores which ſurround 
ireland. | | | | 
Wich reſpect to Coals, the other eſſential Article for this Ma- 
nufacture, there is ſuch Plenty of them already diſcovered in va- 
rious Parts of Ireland, that there can be little Doubt of their be- 
ing, in the Courſe of a few Years, as cheap, at leaſt in particular 
Diſtricts, as they are with us. q 5 
My Authorities for the Exiſtence, Abundance, and Cheapneſs 
of the Raw Materials neceſſary for carrying on an Earthen Ware 
Manufactory in Ireland, are; — Perſons who have been on the Spot, 
who have been in the Collieries and Coal Pits themſelves, with a 
View to examine them z—Perſons who have had Specimens of the 
Clay ſent to them here for Trial; — and the Evidence of Mr. Evans 
(Engineer of the Grand Canal making acroſs Ireland) which was 
hid before the Iriſh Houſe of Commons in 1783. | 
Mr. Evans ſays, that the Kilkenny Collieries, if properly 
** worked, which is not now the Caſe, are capable of producing 
zoo, ooo Tons of Culm Yearly; and that this might be carried 
Aby the Canal, and ſold at the Diſtance of Forty Miles, for 
** 15, 64, a Barrel“ (Four hundred Weight) which is 44d. per 
Hundred Weight; ſo that theſe Coals are cheaper, after being 
_ Earried Forty Miles, than, our Coals at the Potteries in Stafford- 
ſhire, when carried only TWO or Three Miles. 
At Lough-Allen, he ſtates, that there are © Collieries equal in 
*© Quantity, if properly worked, to the Supply of the whole 
Cc . i * . 
Kingdom; and in Quality equal, if not ſuperior, to the beſt 
** Whitehaven Coals.“ —That they mean to work theſe Colleries 


properly 


1 
properly now, is evident from their ſending to Meſſrs: Boulton 
and Watt to erect their improved Steam Engine upon them, which 
thoſe Gentlemen ate now doing. n 

He likewiſe ſtates, that along with this fine Colliery at Lough- 
Allen, on the Banks of the Grand Canal, leſs than Thirty Miles 
from Dublin, there js Flint for making Flint Ware, Clays for 
6 Potteries, and Pipe Clay for making Staffordſhire Ware.“ 

To theſe Advantages we muſt add the Premiums given by the 
Iriſh for the Encouragement of new Manufactures; which, in | 
One Inſtance (an Attempt to eſtabliſh a ManufaQtory of Queen's 1 
Ware in Dublin) amounted to no leſs than One Third the Value - 8 
of all the Goods made at that Manufactory, with the Addition of 1 
. 150 for the Firſt Table Service made there. 

We muſt likewiſe take into the Account the Carriage, Freight, 
Loſs by Breakage, and the Duties upon our Ware, on its Impor- 
tation from Staffordihire into Ireland z amounting, all together, to 
. 40 per Cent,—All which muſt operate as a Bounty of ſo much 
per Cent. in favour of the Iriſh Earthen Ware, aud againſt the 

| Importation of our own. WM Yr ane 
Fi Beſides all theſe, the Iriſh are in Poſſeſſion of a very powerful 
Engine, not generally known, which they can at Pleaſure direct 
againſt the Importation of our Ware, and for the Protection and 
Encouragement of their own. Potteries; I mean, the Difficulties 
which they: can create, and by. which, to anſwer a particular 
Purpoſe, they can render it ſo troubleſome, ſo tedious, expenſive, 
and even hazardous to the Goods themſelves, as ſhall amount al- 
moſt to a Prohibition of any Importation at all, eſpecially of the 
cheaper Kinds. And this can be done at their Cuſtom Houſes, 
without the Officers appearing to depart from the Line of theit 
Duty in any culpable Degree: Ts. * 


hey can, for Inſtance, under the pretended Suſpicion of Con- 
traband Goods being contained in the Crates of Earthen Ware, 
unpack and expoſe every Piece of Ware on their Quays; which 
will unavoidably. be attended with conſiderable Loſs in Break- 
age, and the Goods muſt be re- packed, with the ſame Care and 
Attention as at firſt, before they can be taken from thence, and 
lodged with Safety in the Importer's Stores; ſo that upon Fifty 
or Sixty Crates of Ware, they can occaſion Ten or Fiſteen Days 
Attendance from the Importer, to clear them from the Cuſtom 
Houſe, and get them into his Warehouſe ; which, upon low- 
priced Earthen Wares, is more Trouble and Expence than the 
Profits on them will bear. 3 
They likewiſe can inſiſt upon ſuch minute Deſcriptions in the 
Entry, of the Species and even Calaurs of the Wares, as renders it 


extremely 
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extremely hazardous for the Importer to enter them at all; as he 
(not having ſeen the Goods packed up) cannot always anſwer for 
their agreeing exactly with ſuch Deſcription; and if that ſhould 
not be the Caſe, they are liable to Forfeiture. 

At preſent theſe Difficulties ſeldom happen, as the Iriſh have 
no Temptation to obſtrut our Imports, unleſs perhaps from 
ſome Piques of the Officers in particular Caſes. But whenever 
they ſhall have an infant ManufaQory of the ſame Kind of their 
own to encourage and ſupport, (and we have Reaſon to believe 
that it will not be long before that happens) there cannot be a 
Doubt of their throwing every legal Impediment in the Way of 
the Importation of our Wares. | | 3.55 12 
To make ſome Compenſation for the mony HR which 
Ireland has over us, and as a Protection to us againſt her Com- 
petition with us in our Market, we have at preſent a Duty of 
L. 41. 16s, per Cent. upon the Importation of Iriſh Earthen 
Wares into England: But this the Reſolutions will wreſt out of 
our Hands; and we muſt exchange this Security of C. 41. 16s. 
for the diminiſhed one of C. 15. 105. per Cent. rf 88808 gl 

We likewiſe poſſeſs at preſent the Power of reſtraining all 
Commercial Abuſes when grown to an Extreme, by making any 
necefſary'Alterations in the Syſtem of Duties reſpecting Iriſh. and 
Foreign Linens ;—but this neceſſary Power is, by the new Re- 
gulations, to be given up for ever—and this too at a Period 
when, by the late acknowledged Independence of the Iriſh Le- 
giſlature and Government, this Country retains no Controul either 
over the Iriſh Officers of Revenue, or over Abuſes which may, 
throagh other Channels, be attempted and countenanced againſt 
the juſt Intereſts of the Britiſh Manufacturers. #1 
I am very ſenſible, that almoſt any particular Privileges ought 
to be given up to public Neceſſity. But whilſt we might rea- 
ſonably have expected that Ireland, contented with the Advan- 
tages which ſhe already enjoys over us, would have admitted 
more of our Manufactures, and Earthen Wares amongſt the reſt, 
Duty-free into her Ports (for we admit | annually more than 
Sixty Times the Quantity of her ManufaQures Duty-free that 
ſhe does of ours) —inſtead of this, when we find that new Ad- 
vantages are demanded—that thoſe propoſed by the new Ar- 
rangement are all ſo evidently on her Side—and that we are called 
upon to give up ſuch Protections as we are now in Poſſeſſion of, 
without any public Neceſſity being pointed out to us—we cane 
not avoid complaining of what appears to us to be a Hard- 
ſhip, great in its immediate Effect, and dangerous in its future 
Conſequences. And it is the more peculiarly ſtriking, as 


Ireland, 
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Ireland under this pretended final Arrangement, is to be leſt 
in full and permanent Poſſeſſion of many preſent Advantages, both 
in the Supply of her internal Markets, and in her Competition 
with the Britiſh Manufacturer at Foreign Markets, as ſhe is ſtill 
further to retain the very great Advantage of importing the Raw 
Materials of many principal Manufactures, under Duties much 
below what are payable by the People of this Kingdom, _ 

The Difficulties which muſt attend a free and full Participa- 
tion of internal Markets between the Two Kingdoms, unac- 
companied by any Union. either in the .Syſtem of Government or 
of Taxation, and where the People of the One Country remain 
highly taxed, and thoſe of the other comparatively without any 
Taxes, are felt and acknowledged. But if, upon due Delibera- 
tion, it ſhould be the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature to make that full 
and free Participation, notwithſtanding Rich Circumſtances, nei- 
ther the Parties concerned in the preſent Petition, nor, I am per- 
ſuaded, the other Britiſh Manufacturers, would perſiſt in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Meaſure, if they ſaw it at all poſſible to obtain ſufficient 
and reaſonable Securities to their reſpective Intereſts; in which 
any ſudden Convulſion would not only be ruinous to them, but 
likewiſe proportionately ſo to the Population, Revenues; Landed 
Interefl, Naval Strength, Security, and Public Credit of this King- 
dom.— Still, however, they contend, that upon ſuch a Revolution 
thoſe ſpecific and ſeparate Advantages, of the Extent and Impor- 
tance Fore deſcribed, ought not to be retained by Ireland, upon 
any principle of Equality, Juſtice, or Expediency. 


HAVING thus ſubmitted to the Committee my Appprehenfions 
from the Iriſh Propoſitions, with reſpect to the Home Trade in 
that Article on Behalf of which I have the Honour of attending 
this Committee; I now proceed to 


* 


- 


2 Tux FOREIGN TRADE. 


And hete I requeſt Permiſſion to give a ſhort View of the Va- 
lue of this Manufacture, as a National Object to Great Britain; 
more eſpecially as its Extent and conſequent Importance do not 

appear to be generally and ſufficiently known. a 
For this Purpoſe we muſt look far beyond the particular Spot 
where the Goods are ultimately manufactured, where the Raw 
Materials, brought from. diflant Parts of this Iſland, are worked 
wp, and finiſhed into Merchantable Ware: For although the ma- 
nufacturing Part only of this Buſineſs gives Bread to at leaſt Fif- 
a Aa — 2 
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teen, or Twenty thouſand People, that, conſidered alone, will 
nevertheleſs appear a ſmall Object, when we extend our View to 
the immenſe x pray of Inland Carnage it creates throughout 


England in its Raw Materials, and goods when manufactured; — 

to the great Numbers N in the extenſive Collieries for 
this Manufactory ; —to the 

raiſing and preparing the Raw Materials in ſeveral diſtant Parts 


ill greater Numbers employed in 


of England, from near the Land's End, in Cornwall One Way, 


along different Parts of the Coaſt, Falmouth, Teingmouth, Exe. 


ter, Poole, Graveſend, and the Norfolk Coait ; and the other Way, 


to Wales, Biddeford, and the .Iriſh Coaſt ;—with the coaſting 


Veſſels, which being employed at the proper Seaſons in the New. 


foundland Fiſhery, carry theſe Materials Coaſtwiſe to Liverpool 
and Hull, to the Amount of _ Thouſand Tons Yearly, at 


Times when they would otherwiſe be laid up idle in their re- 


ſpective Harbours ;—and the further Conveyance of theſe Raw 


Materials from Liverpool and Hull, by River and Canal Navi- 


gations, to One of the moſt Inland Situations in the Kingdom, 
the Potteries in Staffordſhire ; —to the 'Re-conveyance of the 


Goods, when manufactured, by the ſame circuitous Canal, River, 
and Coaſtwiſe Navigations, to the different Ports of this Iſland, 
where they are ultimately ſhipped for every Foreign Market to 


which they have Acceſs —From theſe Conſiderations we may 
form ſome Idea of the Extent of this Manufacture in its various 


Branches, and its Conſequence to the Maritime and the Landed, 
as well as the Commercial Intereſts of this Kingdom. 
But we muft not ſtop even here, in eſtimating its National Uti- 


lity; for this Manufacture is attended with ſome other adyanta- 


geous Circumſtances, peculiar perhaps to itſelf, ſuch asz— 
1. That every Ton of Raw Materials einployed in it, produces 
Three or Four Tons of manufactured Goods for Shipping, the 
Freight being then eſtimated by Meaſure, and not by Weight; 
—2, That Five dixths of the whole Produce of this Manufacture 
are exported to Foreign Markets z—and, 3. That ſcarcely a Veſlel 
leaves any of our Ports without more or leſs, of this cheap, bulky, 
and therefore valuable Article, to this maritime Iſland. 

From theſe Conſiderations may an individual, who has had 
ſome Share, in raiſing this Manufacture to its preſent Degree of 
National Importance, and who is impreſſed with the Idea of its 
being ſtill in its Infancy, compared with what 1 may arrive at, if 
not interrupted in its Growth—may: he be indulged with the 
favourable Opinion of this Honourable Houſe, with reſpe& to 


any active Steps he may have taken in endeayouring to remove 


the Difficulties which it already labours under, and to ward off 
the further Dangers with which it is threatened, with regard to 
Foreign Markets; which Difliculties and Dangers will, in his 
hc Lama | Apprehenſion 
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Apprehenſion, be greatly increaſed by the Reſolutions paſſing 


into a Law. 


In Sweden, Denmark, Brandenburg, n Pruſſia, Funde, and 


Portugal, this Manufacture is already prohibited. In the laſt- 


mentioned Kingdom, indeed, I am told there is a late Order for its 


Admiſſion, but upon a Duty of Four Times the Value of the 
Goods. — In the Auſtrian Netherlands it is ſubject to a Duty of 
44. per Pound Weight, including Packages; which, on ſo chea 
an Article, amounts nearly to a Prohibition, 


The King of Pruſſia has alſo laid a Double Impoſt on this Ma- 
nufacture not long ſince; one on going into Dantzick, and an- 
other payable on the ſame Goods on the Viſtula, in their Paſſage 
from Dantzick to Poland. * | 


A late Edict of the Emperor, for the Prohibition of all our 


Manufactures, muſt give the finiſhing Blow to our Exports into 
his Dominions ; and Germany has hitherto been One o 
Markets, next perhaps to America, for our Wares, 


The Empreſs of Ruſſia has lately added a Duty of /. 30 per 
Cent. to One of f.10 per Cent. before impoſed upon our Ear- 
then Wares, chrough' the whole Province of Livonia.— And if 
this be the Language of Sovereigns to each other in Commercial 
Regulations, we may reaſonably conclude, that it is to the 


ſame Cauſe which produced the Emperor's Edict that we owe 


a Duty of . 40 per Cent. upon our Wares through all the Pro- 
vinces of the Ruſſian Empire, 


In Spain, to which our Exports have been very conſiderable, 


an Impoſt has lately taken place, more than equal to the Value 


of our cheaper Species of ' Earthen Ware. 
And in Saxony our Wares pay a very high Duty. 


With ſo many Foreign Markets more than half ſhut, or finally 
cloſed againſt us, the Proſpect with reſpe& to our Export 
Trade, and of a future Commercial Intercourſe with thoſe States 
and Empires, cannot but be very gloomy z and our only Hope 
of Relief muſt ariſe from a Probability of their being opened to 
us again by more favourable Commercial Regulations. It is 
therefore with the utmoſt Concern that we underſtand by the 
Ninth Reſolution, that no ſuch favourable Commercial Treaties 
if that ſhould paſs into a Law, are ever likely to take place be- 
twixt this Kingdom and any other European State: For we can 


entertain no Hope of ſuch Alterations being made in our Favour 


in any Commercial Treaty, on other Terms than thoſe of a li- 
beral and well-founded Reciprocity of Advantag.s between the 
| > Aaz contracting 
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contracting Parties; and ſuch, it is apprebended, it will he, 
impoſſible for this Nation to accede to under the before-men- 
tioned Reſolution. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, it was with Ruſſia 
that Great Britain was now negociating a Commercial Treaty, 
and the Empreſs's Miniſter ſhould point to the Ninth Reſolution, 
and aſk its full Intent and Meaning, as it might hereafter affect 
the Two Parties ;—muſt not the Britiſh Negociator acknowledge, 
that not only the preſent high Duties muſt for ever remain upon 
all Ruſſian Linens, with a total Exemption of Itiſh Linens from 
any Duty upon Importation into Great Britain; but farther, that 
if Ireland ſhould at any future Time be able to ſupply us with 
Hemp and Flax likewiſe, or any other Produce or ManufaQure 
with which Ruſſia now ſupplies this Market, we muſt alſo lay 
ſuch a Duty upon each of thoſe Articles, from Ruſſia or elſe- 
where, as may afford an effectual Preference to the Impozration 
of ſimilar Articles of the Growth, Product, or Manufacture of 
Ireland? And what Kind of Commercial Treaty either Ruſſia, 
or any other European State in like Circumſtances, would con- 
clude with this Nation, this Honourable Committee can beſt de- 
termine. | 3 


All the Arguments that have already been brought to ſhew the 
Diſadvantages of the Engliſh, compared with the Iriſh Manufac- 
turers, in the Home Conſumption, apply equally to their ſup- 
planting us in Foreign Markets. 


But there is another Maſs of Diſadvantages, which the People 
of Ireland do not feel, but which is no ſmall Burthen on the 
Engliſh Manufacturer, as it unavoidably makes a Part, and no in- 
conſiderable one, of the Price of all the Articles of his Export, 
and of which he cannot have any Drawback on Exportation ;j-— 
I here allude to the various Taxes of our heavy-burthened Coun- 
try, which ultimately fall upon the Conſumer, down to the 
meaneſt Artiſan or Labourer, and confequently make a Part of 
the Price of ſuch Labour, and the Produce thereof, If the pre- 
ſent Revenue, therefore, is by any Means diminiſhed to a certain 
Degred, new Taxes muſt be laid, to make up that Deficiency 
and thoſe- Taxes, operating in the fame Manner as the preſent 
ones, muſt ſtill more enhance the Price of the Articles of our 
Export Trade, and to ſuch a Degree, perhaps, as to prevent our 
being able to meet our more favourably circumſtanced Competi- 
tors; and the Earthen Ware ManufaQtory will ſuffer more than 
any other, as the Value of its Produce conſiſts almoſt wholly in 


Labour, and not leſs than Five Sixths of the Whole is exported 
to Foreign Markets, : | 


That the Iriſh Reſolutions have a Tendency to diminiſh, pr a 
| that 
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that they certainly will diminiſh, our preſent Revenue, in a moſt 
alarming Degree, and to the Diſtreſs, if not the utter Ruin, of - 
the fair Trader, cannot be doubted by any one who reads the 
Reports of the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and 
the Commiſſioners of Exciſe : And many other Openings for 
Contraband Trade will be made, which are not mentioned 1n 
thoſe Reports. 125 
When to theſe are added the farther Burthens to which we 
may be liable, in the Suppott and Protection of our various diſ- 
tant Poſſeſſions, which will be the Source of Wealth and Strength 
to the Iriſh Nation as much as to ourſelves, without their pat- 
ticipating in the concomitant . Expences, the immenſe Advan- 
tages which the Iriſh Nation and Manufacturer will have over 
this Country, and its exhauſted Inhabitants, muſt be too obvious 
to eſcape the Notice of any one who thinks upon theſe SubjeQs, 
and muſt throw a rapid Increaſe of the Export Trade into the 
Hands of the Triſh, with the unavoidable Conſequence—a nearly 
| equal Diminution of our own. 3 
There are many other Circumſtances of great Diſadvantage, 
from which we ſhall not be able to relieve ourſelves; and the 
Reſolutions are altogether defective in the Regulations neceſſary - 
for preventing their taking place. | 3 
Thus, in the Article of Hounties, there is no Stipulation to pre- | | 
vent their being given, by the different Societies formed for that i 
Purpoſe, and by the Iriſh Parliament itſelf, to any Extent upon 
their Export Trade; and we have a Right to ſuppoſe, that what 
a 0 can, he will effect in his own Favour.— The Iriſh, 


then, being left at full Liberty in this Reſpect, will probably di- 4 
rect the whole Force of thoſe Bounties againſt ſome One of the 
particular Branches of our Export Trade, Leather, Iron, Earthen 'q 


Ware, &c. whichever they ſhall firſt ſele& for the Object of their | 
Competition; and having, by ſuch united Force, driven that par- 4 
ticular Manufacture out of the Foreign Market, and placed their 4 
own in its Stead, they may then attack another, and another, and A 
ſo on, to any Extent that their Intereſt ſhall ſuggeſt : For they will 1 
be as free from the Fears of any Check we ſhall have left over 4 
their Commerce, as they will be from any Apprehenſions of our : 
being either able or willing to meet them in a Warfare of 
Bounties, | Y 
Another Source of Danger to our Manufactures and Export 
Trade will be—the Emigration of our Workmen and Artifans to 
the rival Works in Ireland: For, from the Vicinity of the Two 
Countries, this may be effected in the Courſe of a few Days; and 
from this Circumſtance we have more to fear, in the Formation of 
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an effectual and ſpeedy Competition, than from any other, for 
as much may be done by this Means in the Courſe of a Year or 
Two, as could be brought about in an age, without ſuch aſſiſt- 


ance. We have ſome Security againſt the Emigration of our 
Workmen into Foreign Nations, as the Men, their Aiders and 


Abettors, on attempting to emigrate, are liable to ſevere Forfei. 
tures and Impriſonments; but to Ireland they may paſs as freely 


as from One Part of this Kingdom to another, and with the Ad. 
vantage too of knowing, that though there is a Separation of Go. 
vernments between the Two Kingdoms, there is a Similarity of 


Language, Laws, and Climate, and no peculiar Mark of Diſtinc- 


tion, except in the Proportion of Taxes, and the conſequent Inter- 
ference of Exciſe Officers. — And as it appears from ſome late Evi- 
dence given to this Honourable Houſe, that the Glaſs Manufactory 
has by like Means been carried into Ireland, and brought to a State 
of Perfection there, which enables them not only to maintain a 
ſucceſsful Competition with us at Foreign Markets, but likewiſe to 


import Glaſs into this Kingdom it remains no longer a mere 


Speculation, that the ſame event may in a very little Time take 
place with regard to our Manufacture alſo. 
May I be permitted to ſtate another Evil, which muſt, in my 


Apprehenſion take place, from the Situation in which this Coun- 
try will be placed-by the Iriſh Reſolutions, but in which (if that 


can be any Alleviation of the Diſtreſs) the Manufacturers of 


Earthen Ware will only ſhare equally with every other Manufac- 


turer, and every other Inhabitant of this Iſland ?—A Time will 
come, when Great Britain will be called upon to defend her diſtant 
Colonies and Provinces, and even Ireland itſelf, from Foreign Ene- 

mies; and if, in that critical Moment, ſhe ſhould fail in the ar- 
duous Taſk, from having before ſtript herſelf of thoſe Sources of 
Wealth and Strength which alone could enable her to perform it, 
and delivered them over to another, who is neither under any 


Obligation, or able, if ſhe was willing, to do it for her—what 


our Situation would' then be, this Honourable Houſe will beſt 
judge. 


Such, it is apprehended, muſt be the Conſequences of the Iriſh 


Reſolutions patling into a Law: And as all thoſe Reſolutions muſt 
ſtand or fall together, no Alternative remained, but that, as faith- 
ful Friends to the moſt effential Intereſt of our Country, we 
ſhould pray, as we have done, that the Wiſdom of this Honoura- 
ble Houſe may deliver us from all the complicated Evils which we 
ſee = Juſteſt Reaſon to apprehend—by rejecting them all to- 
gether, | 


Then 


1 
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Then Mr. Wedgwood was aſked, 

Have you conſidered, or are you informed, under theſe Reſo- 
lutions, what Duty Iriſh Earthen Ware will be ſubjected to when 
imported into this Country? | | 

I underſtand it to be as ſtated in my former Anſwer, 


What is that? 
L. 15 10s. per Cent. 


Do you not apprehend, that the Iriſh would be able to enter 
into a Competition with us in Foreign Markets on better Terms 
than in our own ? 


I believe they would. . | 


Have they entered into a great Competition with us in the Fo- 
reign Market already? [ 
n the Manufacture of Earthen Ware they have not. | | 


As you have ſtated, that Five Sixths of the Earthen Ware ma- 
nufactured in this Country is exported, do you not apprehend 
that they have had a ſufficient Temptation already to enter into a | 
Competition with us in the moſt extenſive Market, and where = 
they would meet us on theſe advantageous Terms, if they were in = 
Truth able to rival us in this Manufacture? | | i 

Whatever the Temptation may have been, the Time which I 
underſtand they have had for the Liberty of exporting Earthen 
Ware to our Colonies in the Weſt Indies has not been ſufficient 
for that Purpoſe ; nor have they the Manufacturers of the finer 
Kind among them at preſent. 


And then he was ditected to withdraw. 


To report a Progreſs, &c. | 


Mereurit, 


1 7 1 
Mercurii, 4* die Maii 17853. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe, on the Adjuſt. 
ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland, « : 


* 


HE Committee being informed, That Mr. Richard Sharp, 
a Manufacturer in the Stuff Trade, in the County of 
Southampton, and one of the Perſons who had figned the Pe- 
tition of the Manufacturers and Wool Staplers of the County of 
Southampton, referred to this Committee, attended; he was called 


And the ſaid Petition of the Manufacturers and Wool Staplers 
of the County of Southampton, was read; ſetting forth, That 
the Petitioners are ſenſible of the Advantages which would ariſe, 
as well to England as to Ireland, from the Settlement of a per- 

manent and mutual Treaty of Commerce, and are therefore far 
from wiſhing to impede Government in making ſuch a Treaty; 
but, apptehending the Reſolutions of the Irilb Parliament by no 
Means calculated to produce ſo deſirable an Event, the Petition- 
ers Judge it expedient to communicate their Sentiments before 2 
fina 1 takes place, having too high an Opinion of 
the Houſe to ſuppoſe they will promote the Eſtabliſhment of 
thoſe Reſolutions, unleſs they can be regulated in ſuch a, Manner 
as will place the Intereſt of both Countries on a fair and equita- 
ble Footing: The Petitioners are of Opinion, that the Third, 
Fourth, Seventh, and Ninth Reſolutions of the Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons are very incompetent to produce the much-defired 
Plan of Equalization, but, on the contrary, are likely to under- 
mine Britiſh Manufactures; and that the Mode propoſed of 
equalizing Duties, by laying them on, or taking them off, ſpeci- 
tic Articles, will not be productive of reciprocal Advantages : The 
Petitioners conceive it my not be improper to ſtate, that there is 
a very large Quantity of Iriſh Yarn imported Annually into this 
Country, the Introduction of which they apprehend of great Service, 
as it furniſhes Employ for a Number of their Poor ; but, if the Re- 
' ſolutions paſs into a — in their preſent Form, they imagine that 
Ireland will work up her own Materials, and, from the bets 
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of Taxation, &c. will not only ſupplant them in Foreign Markets, 

but alſo in tbe Home Trade, the fatal Reſult of which appears 

too obvious: The Price of Labour and Proviſions being ſo much 

lower in Ireland than in England, the Petitioners think it neceſ- 

fary, in order to produce Equality, that the Situation of the Two 

Countries ſhould be — compared, in order that ſuch __ 

lations may be made as will promote the general Welfare of both; 

and the Petitioners, having impartially inveſtigated the Iriſh Pro- 

poſitions, are unanimous in their Opinion, that, if they paſs into 
a Law, it will be exceedingly injurious to all the Manufacturers 

of Low Woollens and Worſted Stuffs, and think it neceſſary to 
remark, that Iriſh Wool is particularly well adapted for making 
ſuch Goods, and, as there is a large Conſumption of them in this 
\ | Country (owing to the Number of Poor employed in its mary 
extenſive ManufaQures, who are chiefly cloathed therewith) they 
ſuppoſe the Siſter Kingdom will ſeek a Market here for theſe Ar- 
ticles, and will inevitably ſupplant them in the Home Trade, 
unleſs ſuch a Duty be impoſed on the Importation of Iriſh Stuffs 
and coarſe Woollens, as will put it out of the Power of Ireland 
to meet them on unequal Terms in their own Markets; and that 
the chief Articles the Petitioners manufacture are Worſted Stuffs, 
coarſe Woollens, and Yarn for Sale, which being wrought with 
Wool the Produce of our own Land, and conſidered as the Staple 
Commedity of this Kingdom, they think it would be very im- 
politic togive Ireland the Preference in theſe Branches, eſpecially 
as her exports already ſo much exceed thoſe of this Country, and 
ſhe enjoys ſuch manifeſt Privileges in the Linen Trade; and that 
the Petitioners, being well ſatisfied that the Duties propoſed to be 
laid on the Importation of Iriſh Stuffs and coarſe Woollens ere 
not ſufficient to protect the Home Trade, with Grief and Con- 
cern obſerve, that a Ratification of the Iriſh Reſolutions will not 
only prove injurious to moſt Branches of the Engliſh Manufac- 
ture, but will alſo be detrimental to the Landed Intereſt, and ul- 
timately tend to exalt Irelahd, at the Expence of Britain, and 
deſtroy thoſe Springs of Emulation and Improvement which ariſe 
in a Commercial Country, and are eſſential to the manufacturing 
Intereſt of this Kingdom: And the Petitioners therefore hope, 
That the Houſe will remove the Subjects of their Apprehenſions, 


by ſuch Alterations and Modifications as to the Houle ſball ſeem 
meet, | f 


A Petition of Harry Eaſton and Richard Sharp, Woollen and f 
Worſted Manufacturers, on Behalf of themſelves and many others a | 
with whom they have joined in a Petition to this Houſe, was | 
alſo read; Setting forth, The the Petitioners having PRE 

b : their 
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their Petition to the Houſe, praying, That in the preſent Com» 
mercial Treaty now about to be ſettled with Ireland, ſuch Re- 
ſtrictions and Modifications might be made in ee 
from the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, as to preclude this Country, 
and the County of Southampton in particular, from any juſt 
Cauſe of Complaint, and therein ſtating their particular Griev- 
ances, the Petitioners, in their ſaid Petition, omitted to pra 
that they might be heard, by themſelves or Counſel, at the Bar 
of the Houſe, againſt the Propoſitions mentioned in the ſaid 
Petition being carried into a Law : And therefore praying, That 
they may be heard, by themſelves or their Counſel, upon the 
Matter of the ſaid Petition, before the Reſolutions therein ſpe- 
£ifed meet their final Adjuſtment, | 


And the ſaid Mr. Richard Sharp having informed the, Com- 
mittee, That the ſaid Petjtioners did not intend to be heard b 
their Counſel, he was direQed to ſtate to the Committee what he 
had to ſay in Support of the ſaid Petition. l 


— 


5 And he was heard accordingly. 


j 


And then ſeveral Queſtions were put to him by the Members of 
the Committee. | | | | ! | 


Mr. RICHARD SHARP. 


What is the Average Price of Labour paid by you ? 
From a general Sketch we have taken, we ſuppoſe we pay Men 
frem about 75. 64. to 8:, per Week; the Women about 35.2 
Week, or from 35. to 35. 64. z Girls, we ſuppoſe, about 15, 6d, 
on an Average. It is impoſlible to make a clear Statement of it 
in a large ManufaQtory. 


| What Number of People are employed in the Manufacture at 
Rumſey ? | 


I ſhould ſuppoſe about 3,000 or 5,500—many have left off 
Trade - there uſed to be more. 


What Number do you imagine are employed in the County of 
Southampton at large ? 
On the moſt moderate Computation, 12, ooo. 


{ 
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Do you think that the Iriſh Reſolutions would be injurous to 
the Worſted Manufacture in Hampſhite ? 5 
I have no Doubt at all about it. 


Is the Conſumption of the Manufacture ptincipally confined at 
Home ? | |; 
It is—our Expotts are vety flat indeed. a | 


In what Degtee, or in what Manner, will the Triſh Reſolutions 
affect the Trade at large in which you are engaged? | 

By permitting Iriſh Manufactures of the ſame Fabrick in Op- 
poſition to our own, which have never before been permitted in 


this Kingdom, | 'F 


Can you ſpecify any particular Diſadvantage that would ariſe 1 
to the Worſted Manufacture of this Kingdom by thoſe Iriſh Propo- | 1 


ſitions paſſinginto a Law ? | 
They will open a Door to the Introduction of Iriſh Stuff Ma- 
nufactures into Great Britain, and then deptive our Poor of Em- 


ployment, and effectually cauſe a Stagnation of the Trade. 


Why do you think, from the Colour of the preſent Propoſitions, _ 
that the Iris will be able to underſell you in your own Market? 

Becauſe their Labour is ſo much lower, and their Proviſions ſo 
much cheaper, as to enable them, though they give conſiderably 
more for their Wool than we do, after allowing to themſelves and 
their Factors a very deſirable Profit, greatly to underſell us—ad- 
ding to this their almoſt total Exemption from internal Taxes. 


Were the ManufaQuters of the County of Hants unanimous 
in their Opinion on this Subject? 

There was not One oppoſing Voice, and a perfect Unanimity 
prevailed at their Meeting. 


Was you at the Weſtern Meeting for conſidering the Iriſh Pro- 


poſitions at Saliſbury ? 
] was. 


Inform the Committee what you know of that? 

It will be very proper, previous to informing the Committee on 
that Subject, to ſay, that there is an Annual Fair held at Saliſ- 
bury, to which moſt of the Weſt Country Clothiers reſort. It 
happened, about the Time when this Fair was held, that there 
was a Rumour of the Iriſh Propoſitions abroad, and ſome Indi- 
cations were made known of. the alarming Conſequences that 

| B b 2 > might - 
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might follow, if they paſſed into a Law. In conſequence of 
this, the Manufacturers of Saliſbury, about a Week before the 
Fair, held a Meeting amongſt themſelves; and agreed, by their 
Reſolutions, to require Mr. Bin Ainſtie, of Devizes, (Chairman 
of the Committee for the Purpoſe of preventing the ſmuggling 
of Wool) to call a Meeting for the *r of inveſtigating the 
Iriſh Propoſitions the Meeting was publicly made known : Mr. 
Ainſtie complied, and attended; and on the Evening of the 4th 
of April, the Fair Day, a conſiderable Number was gathered to- 
gether.—I would beg to ſtate, that although there were a conſide- 
rable Number, they were not all, nor hardly Two- Thirds of them, 
Manufacturers; it was quite an heterogenous Pody—there were 
Shop-keepers, ſourneymen, and Apprentices, and ſome that bore 
not ſo honourable a Title.—lIt happened at this Meeting, that 
even the Manufacturers themſelves, who formed by far the moſt 
auguſt Part of the Body, came almoſt ignorant of the Propoſitions 
few had read them, and a much r when they heard 
them read, underſtood them. — As ſoon as the Room was filled, a 
Chairman was elected, who immediately proceeded to the read- 
ing the Propoſitions, that he might take the Senſe of the Meet- 
ing thereon. After the Reſolutions had paſſed by a 2 doubtful 
Majority, Ten out of Twelve of which, as I believe from what 
I afterwards heard, knew nothing of the Matter, it was pro- 
poſed by Mr. Ainſtie, the Chairman, who I ſuppoſe conſidered 
that after having done ſome Perſons a very great Advantage, he 
ought in Juſtice to confer a ſmall one upon us; I ſay he pro- 
poſed, that the Stuff Manufacturers of Hampſhire, or elſewhere, 
who were there, or were not there, might be left out. —On which 
a young Man, who made himſelf remarkably buſy in the Affair 
that Evening, immediately declared, If that is done, Mr. 
Chairman, you will effectually undo all we have been doing.” — 
Unhappily for us there were ſcarcely any Perſons preſent con- 
cerned in the Stuff Trade ſo well acquainted with the Propo- 
ſitions as to declare their Sentiments on the Subject, or make any 
contrary Motion when one was propoſed : So, owing either to 
- the Intricacy of the Propoſitions, or the Dullneſs of the Readers, 
there was no Oppoſition made at all to that laſt extraordinary Mo- 
tion,—In conſequence of which, the laſt Motion which was made, 
was Thanks to the Chairman,” as there were no Doubts of 
his deſerving it; for I am ſure he attended more to the Manufac- 
turer's Intereſts than (to their Shame be it ſpoken) they did 
themſelves.—And the only Conſequence of the Meeting, 'which 


to my Knowledge came afterwards, was ſincere and heavy Repen- 
tance, | 


From 
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From whence is the Yarn of which your ManufaQure is com- 
poſed principally ſupplied ? : 

All we-uſe is combed and ſpun by ourſelyes, or in the ſame 
County; what we have bought elſewhere is not worth men- 
tioning. | 


Do you know (in cafe the Iriſh Propoſitions ſhould paſs) what 
will be the Duty payable on the Worſted and Woollen Stuffs in 
which you are concerned, upon their Importation from Ireland 
into Great Britain ? 

About 2d. and a Fraction per Yard,- as I ſuppoſe it is compre- 
hended in the Article of new Drapery. 


Will that Duty, according to your Information and Pelief, o 
rate ſo as to prevent Ireland from entering into a Competition 
with the Manufacturers in the Britiſh Market to any conſiderable 
Extent. | 

I think not ; it will not operate as an Hindrance to the Iriſh. 


Can the new Drapery of Ireland at preſent be brought into the 
Britiſh Market ? | 
1 It cannot legally, without being ſubjeR to a ſevere prohibitory 

uty. 


Do you then believe that their Introduction, in Conſequence of 
the Iriſh Propoſitions taking place, would be attended with a pro- 
portionable Diminution in the Britiſh ManufaQture ? 

Certainly I do, 


Have you had any Occaſion to ſee any Goods of the Iriſh Ma- 
nufacture; and can you give Information with reſpect to the re- 
lative Prices and Goodneſs when compared with thoſe of this 
ec Queſtion means particularly with reſpect to Shal- 
oons. 

I have it from the beſt poſſible Source of Information, that of 
a Manufacturer who lives cloſe by me at Rumſey, that there was 
a Man applied to him for Work, who had worked in Ireland, who 
had a Shalloon in his Coat, bought in Ireland, better than was 
ever manufactured at Rumſey, which is the beſt ManufaQory in 
this Country, and it was bought conſiderably lower, 


Do you know whether there are not great — of new 
rapery imported into Ireland from this Country 
I am not informed of that. 


If ”. Quantities of new Drapery are ſo imported into Ire- 
land from this Country, ſubject to the Duty you before mentioned, 
dy 
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do you think it probable that the Iriſh can manufacture ſo much 


cheaper as to be able to ſell Stuffs of the like Sort ſent into this 


Country? | 
As it was a Thing I was not informed of, I cannot anſwer that 


Queſtion. 


What do you mean that you was not informed of ? 
That a great Quantity of new Drapery was ſent into Ireland ;— 
that Part which is comprehended in the Stuff Trade. 


Do you know that greater Quantities of new Drapery are ex- 
orted from Ireland to Foreign Markets than are imported into 
reland from this Country ? 

l believe there are. 


If greater Quantities are ſo exported, do you not think it pro- 
bable that the Iriſh Woollen I rade, being in a State of ſuch ad- 
vanced Improvement, may further extend the Exportation ? 

I believe the Iriſh will catch at that, and at every Advantage, 


How do you know that greater Quantities are exported from 
Ireland to Foreign Countries than are imported into Ireland from 


this N ? 
Becauſe I have learned, that when the Iriſh had a free Trade 


granted to them, their Exports were very large indeed. 


Can you ſay what the Quantities are, either of the Export 
from Ireland, or Import into Ireland ? : mw 
I cannot aſcertain the exact Quantities, 


— 


Can you ſay nearly ? 
I have received my Information of the exact Quantities of 


their Exports or Imports from that Source only which is com- 
mon to all, and can therefore ſpecify no exact Quantity with 


Precifion. 


What is the Source you mean, from whence you received that 


Information? . 
I have read it in many Publications, but I cannot ſtate the ex- 


act Quantities. 


Is it poſſible to ſay that the Exports of new Drapery from Ire- 
land are greater than the Imports, without having ſome Know- 
ledge of the Quantity imported, as well as the Quantity ex- 
ported? | 


As I wiſh to ſtate nothing to this Committee, but what 1 
| really 
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really know myſelf, I can only give them Information in my own 
particular Branch of Manufacture. | 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


The Committee was informed that no other Perſon attended 
on the Behalf of this Petition. | 


The Committee being infarmed that Mr. Brooke, Mr. Wilſon, 
and Mr. Houghton, attended (according to Order) they were 
ſeverally called in, and examined. 


\ 


ROBERT BROOKE, Eſq; informs the Committee, that 


he lives at Proſperous, in the County of Kildare, in the 
Kingdom of Ireland, and that he was the Firſt Perſon 
who eſtabliſhed the Cotton Manufacture in Ireland. 


What is the Price of Labour in the Cotton Manufacture under 
your Conduct, compared with the Cotton Manufacture of this 
Country? | 

I agreed with my People, from the firſt, in every Branch, ta 
work at the Mancheſter Prices—a Brother of mine manages the 
Detail, and gets over the Mancheſter Prices to be regulated by— 
but Combinations have often riſen to increaſe thoſe Prices, and my 
Property and Life have been in Danger—and after-all, theſe 
Prices are only nominal, for I give Houſes, Looms, Geer, &c. 
Rent-free, toinduce the Weavers, &c. to remain quiet. 


Do you pay your Workmen by the Week, or by the Work 
ne ? | 
By the Work done. 


Croſs Examined. 


Do not you underſtand, that one principal Motive for eſtabliſh- 
ing your ManufaQory at Proſperous was to induce ſeveral Wea- 
vers to leave Dublin, and to work in the Country ? | 

I believe it was one of the Motives why Government ſupported 
me. | 


Whether it was not neceſſary to give advanced Prices to the 
Dublin Weaver, to induce him to quit Dublin and remove to 
Proſperous ? 


It was found neceſſary, I believe, to give Bounties, but 1 


never altered my Syſtem, 
Whether 
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| Whether you was not obliged to give to the Dublin Weaver 
more conſiderable Wages than he could earn in Dublin, in order 
to induce him to ſettle at Proſperous ? ; ne 8 
They get much leſs Wages at Proſperous than at Dublin very 
conſiderably. 44x | 


Whether the Difference of the Wages is not made up to the 
Workmen in other Circumſtances ? | 3 
I will explain how the Bounty aroſe — There were great Riots 
in Dublin for prohibitory Duties upon Britiſk Manufactures, and 
the Diſtreſſes in Dublin at that Period were very great Govern- 
ment applied to me to = Employment to as many as I could, — 
Thoſe People I carried down, had hardly Clothes or Neceſſaries 
of any Kind; there was public * 05 and private Donations 

iven to remove them But though I loſt about /. 3, ooo myſelf 
in that Buſineſs, yet, as I ſaid before, I made no Alteration 
whatever in the general Syſtem of my Prices. 


What public Encouragements have you received for carrying 
on your Manufacture? 
I cannot immediately ſtate it exactly — The great Support .I 
obtained was in Loans, One of . 25, ooo, and One of . 7, o 
for which there is about . Jo, ooo Value now under Mortgage to 
Government—I pay L. 5 per Cent. for the Loan I received. 


Have'you had no other Grants but thoſe Two? 
Ves. 1, 150 J think in Lord Carliſle's Adminiſtration. _ 


Any other? : | 

In Lord Northington's Adminiſtration—lI do not recollect how 
much—Theſe were Grants and not Loans.— There was another. 
Grant in Lord Temple's Adminiſtration—I cannot tell exactly 
how much—!I believe about £.3,000, for getting a Number of 
People (that were emigrating from Mancheſter to America with 
their Machinery—during the Courſe, of the War) into my Em- 
ployment, giving them Houſes and ſettling them.—I do not 
immediately recolle& any other Grant. 


Have you received any Encouragement in the Way of Bounty 
on your Manufacture wrought into Goods? 
1 have. 


What Bounties of that Kind have you received ? 


A Bounty of L.5 per Cent from the Linen Board, on the 
mixt Linen and Cotton ManufaQure, 


_ 
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Has that Manufacture increaſed Hoy long has your Manufac- 
ture been eſtabliſhed ? Meg = wa”, | 
I begun about Five Years ago, 1 


Has it increaſed ? 
Yes, very much. 


What Number of Men do you employ in your Manufacture? 

I am not certain—but thinl it was ſtated to the Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons; it gave Bread to about Five Thouſand People, 
Men, Women, and Children. Eh 


Is your Manufacture now very flouriſhing ? 

It is—ſo much ſo, that where only One Hut was only Five 
Years ago, there are now ſeveral hundred Houſes— What is very 
extraordinary is, that in that Place there is to the Amount of ſome 
Thouſands of Pounds worth per Annum purchaſed of Britiſh 
2 and -Britiſh Weſt India Commodities, by the People of 

t Place. | | 8 


Whether you manufacture any Quantity of Fuſtians, and low- 
priced Cottons? - | I Ss 

Ves that is principally and almoſt entirely what we deal in; 
that is the principal Article in which we trade, - 


What Species of Britiſh and Weſt India Goods are purchaſed 
by the People at Proſperous ? 

Sugar is One great Article; Tobacco—I mention theſe as the 
principal Things that occur to me Birmingham Hard Ware, 
Gauzes, Ribbands, and ſeveral other Articles I cannot immedi- 
ately recollect. 


Do you mean any Species of Britiſh Goods for Cloathing ? 
Yes ; fine Cloaths, fine Broad Cloth, and Silks, 


Do you find now the Prices of Labour in the Manufacture of 
your Cottons increaſing or decreaſing ? | 

I kept up to One Standard and Principle—That of the Man- 
cheſter Prices, which I promiſed to my People, whether high 
or low : My Brother manages that Detail. 


Is it therefore neceſſary that you ſhould know, from Time 
to Time, how the Prices vary at Mancheſter, or do you keep to 
the Prices you firſt ſet out with ? | | 


We vary with the Mancheſter Prices as nearly as we poſlibly 
Can, 


et Have 


L 1970 


Have you any Reaſon to believe that there is any regulated 
Byſtem of Prices for Labour at Mancheſter, in the Cotton 
Branch n EA 

J cannot anſwer exactly to that; but as the Prices come over 
to us, ſowe regulate them, | © hag 


Do not you know that the Mancheſter Prices are under no Re- 
lation whatever, but liable to vary every Day, and every Hour, 
According to the Nature of the Fabric and other Circumſtances ? 
I am aſhamed to ſay that Iam fo little acquainted with the 
Detail—I was bred a Soldier—and have only gone on general 
Principles—My Brother manages the Detail. 7186 


What was your Inducement for eſtabliſhing your Manufacture 
at Proſperous, if you was to pay the Mancheſter Prices, beſides 
give the Workmen other Advantages ? | | 

In the Firſt Place, I had no Inducement from an Idea of 

ofit z it was from other Motives at firſt; but finding there 
were L. ioꝶ per Cent. Duties from England to Ireland (I think 
thereabouts) 1 thought it might in the End turn out advan» 
tageouſly, and I ſtrove to get ſome Mancheſter People of Skill to 
join in it, but I have, not been able yet to get Perſons from thence 
to join in Partnerſhip, I have got ſome Workmen and Artificers 
of every Kind, 8 


State the Difference of the Price of Labour at Dublin and 
Proſperous. | 1 
I cannot. At Dublin it is conſiderably greater. 


Can you ſtate the ordinary Rate of the Wages you give at 
Proſperous ? | 

I pay no Weekly Wages ; I pay by the Piece, according to 
the Mancheſter Prices—by the Spinning and Weaving, and every 
Thing according to the Mancheſter Prices, | | 


Can you flate any Particulars of the Prices paid comparatively 
with the Prices paid at Dublin upon the ſame Articles ? 
I cannot. 160th | 


How then are you able to aſcertain, that the Prices are higher 
at one Place than at the other, if you are not able to ſtate the 
Particulars of either? : 

Becauſe my People combined againſt me to take away my Life 
for not giving them the Dublin Prices, 


How long ago is that? 
About Three Months ago, 1 
re 
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Are the Dublin Wages paid accompanied by the ſame Indul- | 


gences, of a different Kind, as are given by you at Proſperous? 
I ſhould conceive not. . | | 


What is the Difference of the Price of Proviſions at Dublin and 
Proſperous ? | , 

I cannot ſay rr not much—It is cheaper at Proſper- 
ous, but not much, for the Canal comes cloſe to my Place. 


Has the Exportation of your Manufacture increaſed lately, and 
in what Proportion? 
It has increaſed very conſiderably. 21 


Has not the Importation into Ireland of Manufactures of the 
ſame Kind decreaſed lately? 5 

Of the coarſer Fabricks, I have heard it ſaid that the Impor- 
tation has decreaſed - but of the Finer, increaſed z as printed Cal- 


licags. ' | 


Has not the Importation of Fuſtians greatly decreaſed ? 

I believe what is mixt with Linen has decreaſed, and what 
wah Cotton has increaſed—1 ſpeak only from what I hear in Ire- 
and. ' 


For what Purpoſe were the fine Broad Cloths and Silks which 
you mentioned purchaſed at Proſperous ? 
For the Cloaths of the Maſter Manufacturers and their Wives. 


Whether the Manufacture of low-priced Fuſtians is not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſupport and carry on the Manufacture of the 
Fuſtian Trade ? ey ) 

I ſhould conceive not—Por ſince Arkwright's Machine has been 
eſtabliſhed, I hear they make the Warp principally of Cotton 
where they uſed to uſe Linen. 


; How many of Mr. Arkwright's Mills are eſtabliſhed in Ire- 
and ? 

I believe Three or Four are erefted—but how many are at 
Work I cannot tell. 


Whether a Manufacturer, by weaving the low-priced Goods, 
will not become, by Degrees, capable of being employed in the 
finer and high-priced Goods? 

I conceive it to be the Firſt Stage. 


Do not you manufacture any high-priced Goods, ſuch as Cal - 
| licoes, &c. ? | [7 
Very little; moſtly middling, and the common Sorts, 
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Whether the Warp of the low-priced Fuſtians is not in Ireland 


moſtly made of Linen? 


I have gone upon that Principle myſelf of mixing the Linen 
principally with the Cotton Manufactory, ſuppoſing myſelf inca- 
pable to rival the Finer. | b 


Whether you think your Manufacture would have ſucceeded 
if you had not gone upon that Principle ? 


It would not; nor even upon that Principle, if it had not re- 
ceived public Support. | 


Whether your Manufacture would have ſucceeded at all, if 
it had not been for the Loans, Donations, and the Bounties you 
have received from the Public? | 

J believe not. h 

Whether you think, that extraordinary Encouragement would 
be neceſſary, when the Manufactory becomes once regularly eſta- 
bliſhed, and choſe who have ſerved Apprenticeſhips have become 
Journeymen? © 8 S 2 

I am ſorry to give the Anſwer which I muſt do— The Man- 
chefter People that I have aſked to come into Partnerſhip with 
me have declined, ſaying, that the Iriſh Poor are ſo much given 
to Theft, Idleneſs, and Drinking, that they will not venture to 

y. 


engage with me.— I hope different 


And. then he was directed to withdraw. 
Called in again. 


The Queſtion repeated. | 
I beg not to give any other Anſwer to the Queſtion. 


Whether, in your Applications made to the Mancheſter Gen- 
tlemen, by you, or by your Brother on your Part, they were 
not aſſured that the Country was cheaper than England, and the 
Labour cheaper accordingly ? 


My Brother ftated, I believe, that Proviſions were cheaper; 


and he ned, that with their Skill he could get the Labour 


cheaper in Proportion. 


Are you under the ſame Neceſſity as the Engliſh Manufactuter, 
in giving any Thing to Mr. Arkwright, by Way of Premium, for 
the Uſe of his Machine ? 


No; but L purchaſed a great many of his Warps at Dublin, that 


were brought from Lancaſhire, 


Are 
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Are you able'to ſtate the Duty on Britiſh Printed Callicoes im- 
ported into Ireland ? | 5 
I think about 15. per Yard, 


Does not that operate nearly as a Prohibitory Duty ? 
I believe I ſtated before, that the finer Articles are now, more 
than formerly, imported into Ireland ;—the Coarſer are leſs. 


Can the Coarſer come into the Iriſh Market under a Duty of 
15. per Yard? 


Not without there is ſomething peculiarly new in their Pattern 
—1n general they cannot. | 


Whether, in your Anſwers, you have not confined yourſelf to 
Cotton Goods ? | | 

My Manufacture is principally in Linen and Cotton, and there 
fore my Anſwers have gone principally on that. 


Is the Cotton Manufacture, or the Manufacture of Cotton 
mixed with Linen, carried on to any Extent in Dublin? 


Not very great, becauſe the Maſter Manufacturers reſiding in 
Dublin have it round about, I believe. 


Is there within Dublin any one conſiderable Cotton Manu- 
faQture ? 


I do not know of any one carried on in Dublin that is very 
conſiderable. 


Can you name any Manufacturer in Dublin, in the Cotton 
Branch, that employs any Number, or what Number of People ? 
There is one Morgan and Grey that uſed to manufacture in 


Dublin; they, I believe, now carry on their Buſineſs at ſome 
Diſtance, 


If there is no Cotton Manufacture carried on in Dublin, what 


is the Committee to underſtand by the Dublin Prices, and how 
can they be required by the Workmen at Profperous ? 

There are ſome Cotton Manufactures carried on in Dublin, but 
to no conſiderable Extent ; and thoſe that have got their Work- 
men out of Town, have not yet been able to break the Combina- 
tions, or alter their Prices; ſo I am informed. 


Is it then the Prices which have been - required at the inconſi- 
derable ManufaQtories at Dublin, which have been occaſionally 
aſked alſo at your conſiderable Manufactory at Proſperous? 

I think I ſaid, that iz Dublin the Manufactutes were not very 
conſiderable z but round the Town they had removed their Ma- 

N | 
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nufactures there, and had not yet been able to break the Combi 
na tions, and reduce the Prices. 


Is the Committee to underſtand that there are any Cotton Ma- 
nufact ures carried on within Dublin? 
There are. | | | 


Whether the Population of the Town of Proſperous has * 
conſiderably increaſed fince the Eſtabliſhment of the Manufac- 
ture ? | 

Very greatly; — from Nothing, I may ſay, in Five Years to a 
very conſiderable Town. | 


Whether you have not been under the Neceſſity of uſing every 
Means of Perſuaſion and Activity, to induce the People to ſettle 
at Proſperous. 

J have. 


Whether you have not eſtabliſned a Police, impoſing Regula- 
tions on the Inhabitants of Proſperous, that are not common in 
—_— Villages and Towns of Ireland ? | 

ve. | | 


Whether thoſe Regulations, however juſt and proper, have 
not at different Times been reſiſted by the Inhabitants of Proſ- 
_ 

es. 


Whether the Manufacturers of Dublin, in particular, have not 
taken every Means of preventing Manufacturers going to Proſpe- 
rous and ſettling there? | | 

Yes, they have. 


Whether the high Price of Wages paid at Proſperous have not 
been neceſſary to counteraQt the various Difficulties and Oppo- 
ſition that you have met with in eſtabliſhing the Manufacture 

I believe I pay the loweſt Prices of any one. 


Could you lower the preſent Prices? | 
I have ſtated that I have been in Danger for keeping them as 


they are, ſo that I do not think I could lower them. 


Is not the Committee then to underſtand, that the Difficulties 


and Oppoſition, mentioned in the former Queſtion, have been the 


Cauſes of the Price being kept up. 
I believe partly. 


Whether the Applications to the Iriſh Parliament from the va- 
rious Manufacturers of Ireland, have not been in W of 
one y 
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Money actually expended and Manufactures eſtabliſhed, and rather 
as a Premium and Reward for ſuch public Services, than as a 
Foundation for eſtabliſhing a new Manufacture? 

I believe in general that it was greatly as a Reward ; for the 
Manufacturers in Ireland wiſhed for Prohibitory Duties—and 
they who were for eſtabliſhing it on liberal Principles, did receive 
a Reward: i 


Whether in your Application to the Iriſh Parliament for the 
Loan of C. 26, ooo, as you mentioned, it was not alledged that 
the Want of Capital was the only Obſtacle to the Proſperity of 
the Manufacture ? | 


It alledges it to be a very great Obſtruction— not the only one. 


Whether the Want of Capital was not the only Ground aflign= 
ed for the Loan of ,. z 5, ooo? 


The Want of Capital to fulfil the public Purpoſes was. 


Explain what you mean by the public Purpoſes ? 

I mentioned before, that at the Time of the great Riots in 
Dublin, and the great Diſtreſs of the People, it became a pub- 
lic Object for Government to remove as many People as poſſible 


from Dublin to the Country—and that is what I mean by public 
Purpoſes. 


Whether, before it became a public Object to remove the Ma- 
nufacturers from Duhlin, you had not formed the Deſign, and 
communicated your Intention, of applying to the Parliament for 
the Loan of £.25,000, on the Plea of Want of Capital ? 

I cannot immediately recolle&t, but I do not doubt but I 


might—the Obje& was eſteemed a great one from its Commence- 
ment. | 


Do you mean in the former Anſwer, that it became a public 
Odject to remove the Manufacturers from Dublin, as different 
and diſtin& from its being an Object to eſtabliſh a Cotton Ma- 
nufactory in Ireland? on 

It became then more particularly ſo, 


Are you not poſitive that you had formed the Deſign of apply- 
ing to Parliament for the before-mentioned Loan, previous to any 
Communication with any Perſon in the Confidence of Govern- 
ment, reſpecting the Removal and Eftabliſhment of the Three 
Thouſand Manufacturers during Lord Northington's Adminiſtra- 
tion ? 

cannot recollect. 

Whether 
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Whether you did not purpoſe to give an ample Security for the 
Loan of C. 25, 0 | | 
=" 6s "A 


Whether at the Time of your making the Application to Par- 
liament your Houſes and. Manufactures at Proſperous were not 
that Security ? 
I believe my Houſes and Lands and Manufactures were a full 
| Whether the Houſe and ManufaQures were not the Security 
offered? >a : ws 
I believe the Houſes, Lands, and Manufactures were. 


Whether in the Summer of 1783, there was not a great Strug- 
gle between the Cotton Manufacturers of Ireland and the Factors 
from Great Britain, in eſtabliſhing a Sale for their reſpective Manu- 
faQures? | | "NI 

I believe there was, and is to this Day. 


Was there not an Apprehenſion that the Factors ot Great Bri- 
tain would give as far as Eighteen Months Credit, in order to 
eſtabliſh a Sale of their Manufactures? | | 

I heard ſo, - | | 


Whether the Linen Board did not, in Conſequence of this Ap- 
prehenſion, give a Bounty of Five per Cent. on the Sale of Iriſh 
Manufacturees?s 
I ſtated before, that they gave Five per Cent. but I do not know 
what it was owing to. | 


Was it not about the ſame Time that the Apprehenſion was 
- Circulated, of the Eighteen Months Credit being given by the 
Manufacturers of Great Britain ? 

I do not doubt but it might, but I am not certain. 


What is the Inducement of the Cotton Manufacturer to work 
with you at lower Wages than with other Manufacturers in that 
Trade? | 

Becauſe I had a large Capital, and paid them regularly, and 
ſupplicd them with Cows and other Articles, and took it out of 
their Wages afterwards. | | 


How does it happen, that notwithſtanding you pay the Man- 
cheſter Prices for Labour, beſides giving the Workmen many 
other Conſiderable Advantages, you are enabled to underſell the 
Mancheſter ManufaQurer, to encreaſe your Trade, and to make 
it flouriſh ſo greatly as you have ſtated ? 

I have ſtated before, that the coarſer Articles flouriſhed, — 

that 
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that the Finer ſtill came over from England—However, there is 
ſtill a Competition even in the coarſer Articles; great tities 
are ſending over now by Mr. Peele, purchaſed lately by Iriſh 
Agents, for the Iriſh Market. 


Has not the Competition in the coarſer Articles very much 
decreaſed on the Part of Great Britain ? 
_ I have faid ſo. 


Is your ManufaQture proſpering exceedingly ? 
J have ſaid fo, 


Do you mean by that, that your Capital is very n 
employed? 
I deſire to beexcuſed anſwering chat Queſtion. 


Do you think that if the Duty of C. ioꝶ per Cent. was doubled, 
it would be of Advantage to bo Manufacturers for the Home 
Sale in Ireland ? | 

It is ſuppoſed ſo. 


Would not a total Prohibition be ſo J | 
People in general in Ireland think ſo—l do not. 


one ? 
Certainly 1 not. 


What Sort of Goods have been lately bought of Mr. Peele by 
the Iriſh Agents, for the Market of Ireland ? | 

I believe in general Fuſtian Goods —but I cannot anſwer 
exactly. 


If ſuch a * was paſſed in Ireland, would i it be an unpopular 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. NATHANIEL WILSON, Manufacturer of Linen 
and Cotton, at Belfaſt, in the Kingdom of Ireland. 


How long have you been in the Cotton ManufaRory ? 
'Three Years. 


Does any Part of your Manufactory conſiſt of the Callicoe 
Branch? 


There 400. 


Do you pay the Workmen in the Weaving and Geising 
Branches by the Week, or by the Quantity of Work done? 
Always by the Quantity of Work done, except when ſome 
particular Experiments are to be made. 
**| | Ws Do 
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Do you then occaſionally pay them by the Week ? 
Very rarely only on very particular Occaſions. 
'Do you know the Prices paid in Mancheſter « on weaving Cal- 
licoes, and what Proportion do they bear to the Prices paid 
in Ireland? 

For a common fine Callicoe of a2 Br. 1 ER tather' wore than 

44. per Yard for Weaving—the Price in Mancheſter is 3d.— 


| mein Inſh Money, my Price; and n —_— their 
rice 


Do you know the Price of Callicoes in Mancheſter, and at what 
Price can you manufacture the fame Sort in Ireland ? 
Ves; the ſame Kind I before ſpoke of, I could have bought 
at 164d. at Manchefter, with a Drawback of 1d. which left 
Englim Money per Yard—the. ſame Kind ſtands me 1444 
Iriſh Money. 


1 Do you ſpeak of the Price at Mancheſter of | your own Know: 
edge ? 

I do; I went about Mancheſter with A regular Buyer, and 

could have e bought _ at 1 8 in a 12 pany Way of Trade 


Do you furniſh the Weavers with any Utenſils, or make tam 
advances in Money not uſual in England? 
| JS; I mount all their Looms, and pay for furniſhin ng. them 
65 Reeds Headles, and every Utenſil of that 7 t is not 
ſo done in England! have alſo to advance the Price of Wen 
ing before the Work is done. 


Are you of Opinion that the Iriſh Weavers do as much Work 
in the ſame "Time as the Engliſh ? 


I think they do not nearly the ſame Work inthe fame Time. 


When you have paid the Weavers by the Week, at what Rate 
have you paid them ?. 
D At the ö of gs. Iriſh, 


Is there ey conſiderable Importation of Cotton Goods into 
Belfaſt from England? 

There is a conſiderable Importation. We have three Whole- 
ſals Warehouſes that deal almoſt entirely in Britiſh Goods. 


F rom whit Part of England are thoſe Goods imported? 
A great deal by Way of N rer a — 9 


* 
9 
6 
£ 
4 


What is the general daily Wages of Mechanics, Carpenters, 
Maſons, &c. in Feland ? | 
Of a Carpenter or Maſon, 25s. ad. per Day, and 2d. Value of 


Drink. 


I chat the general Wages of Ireland, or only near Belfaft ? 
I believe the general Wages—but I ſpeak only of the Neigh- 
bourhood of Belfaſt. | 


And en'to wis iitcd tþ Wi 


Mr. BENJAMIN HOUGHTON, Weaver, Dyer, and Fi- 
niſher of New Drapery, in Dublin; he has alſo been con- 
2 in the Silk Manufacture for Sixteen or Seventeen 


Whether the Prices of Labour in Ireland, in the Silk Manu- 
facture, are lower or higher than they are in England? _ 

They are exactly the ſame; which I can ſay with Preciſion, as 

I have compared the Engliſh and Iriſh Prices together. ; 


Do you make the Difference between Engliſh and Iriſh Money 
in that Compariſon ? 


The Prices paid in Ireland are in Iriſh Money, and the Prices 
in England in Engliſh Money. 


8 the Iriſh Journeymen Weayers find the Reed and the Har- 
neſs | 

They do not, I never knew it in my Experience; and I have 
aſked of other Manufacturers, who never knew it to be done. 


Is there any Difference in the Price of Throwing the Silk in 
England and in Ireland ? 

T cannot ſtate the compara ive Difference, but there muſt be a 
Difference, as they have not Machines for Throwing Silk in Ire» 


land, 


; 0 the Prices of Working the Silk the ſame in England and 
reland ? 

The ſame; only I muſt obſerve that the one is Iriſh Money 
and the other Engliſh, TW 


Is the Silk Manufacture in Ireland in a flouriſhing State? 

It is not; very much to the contrary—lt has declined for ſeve- 
ral Years—l believe, that in 1783, in Dublin, the Seat of the 
Manufactory, the Silk Looms were almoſt idle —ſeveral Aids were 
given to aſſiſt the * y, and a Silk Warehouſe 2 
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for Sale of the Iriſh Silk, and a Bounty given of L. 81 per Cent. 
to accelerate the Home Conſumption—nevertheleſs it has declined 
under that and ſimilar Encouragement, 


Do you know of any Working Silk ManufaRurens having lately 


emigrated from Ireland.? 13 


I do believe there has been a great many and that within theſe 
Six Months. 15 14 


Do you ſpeak that from your own Knowledge ? 


Many of them lived in my own Neighbourhood ; and Fifteen of 
them went on Board One Veſſel for America. 


To what do you attribute the Decline of the Silk Manufac- 
ture ? 
I think it may be attributed to a Variety of Cauſes. The 
Predilection of the People for Foreign Silk—The Ladies of my 
Country are very fond of Britiſh Silks. —I believe the Manufac- 
turers have not the Materials on the ſame Terms that the Silk 
Manufacturer in England has.— They have greater Capitals in 
England to carry on their Trade; they can give a greater Extent 
or Credit, which is a great Inducement to the Purchaſer to buy 
it of them.— I believe, added to this, that Faſhions have changed 
very much.—Other Manufactures have been adopted in the 
Place of Silk Cambricks, Lawns, Stained Linens, and 
Eaſt India Goods, and I believe that has leſſened the Conſumption 
eyen in England; and I am informed, and believe alſo, in France. 


-I add thoſe Cauſes to the Cauſe of the Decline in Ireland.—I 


was at a Meeting of Silk Manufacturers, a very large Meeting, 


and they were of Opinion they would not be able to export Silk, 


if they had a Bounty of C. 15 per Cent. 


Whether you do not know that the Duties on the Importation 
of Raw Silk into Ireland are wuch leſs than on the Importation 
into England ? 

I believe they are; but I apprehend the Commiſſinn and 
Charges, and the Profits, if not ſent on Commiſſion, counter» 
balance the Profits ariſing from the Difference of Duties, 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


To report a Progreſs, &c. 


Veueris, 
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Veneris, 60 die Mari 1788. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the Adjuſt- 


ment of the Commercial Intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland. 


HE Committee being informed, That fovenal Perſons at- 
tended, according to Order; they were ſeverally called in, 
a 


nd examined, 


* 


Mr. DAVID CLARKE, of Stockport, in Cheſhire. | 


Of what Buſineſs are you? 
I am in no Employment at preſent. 


Did you carry on any Manufactory formerly at Stockport? 


Yes—a Check Manufactory formerly, and a Cotton Manufac- 
tory latterly, | : 


Have you been in Ireland? 
Ves. 


When did you go there ? 
In the Year 1780, and was there about Four Years and a Half. 


MA. you the Management of a Cotton Manufactory in Ire- 
d? | 
Ves; the ſole Management of erecting a Cotton Manufactory 


from the Firſt, or from a ſmall Beginning of about Three 
Months. 


In what Part of Ireland, and in whoſe Employment, was you 
there ? 


At Malahide, about Eight Miles from Dublin, under Colonel 
Talbot, | 


Are you of Opinion that Cotton can be manufactured as cheap 


in Ireland as in England? | 
It neither is, nor ever will be, 


i 


1 Sate 


— — Os. > 


- — —ꝗ—— ———— — 
© 


in the North. 
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State your Reaſons for thinking ſo. | 

There is a Want of Coals, which is as eſſential a Matter as 
any Thing I know in the Cotton Manufacture; the greateſt 
Part of which they have from England—Wherever I was, they 
had their Coals from England—with regard to their Religion, 
that is alſo material, for on that Account they work only Eleven 


Months in the Year. 5 | 


* \ 


| Can you ſtate the Comparative Value of weaving a Piece of 
Calicoe in Ireland and in England? *" 


I do not think that there was ever a Piece of perfect Callicoe 
made in Ireland—thoſe that were made under my InſpeQion coſt 
weaving about gs. for a Piece of Twenty-eight Yards, but in 


Dublin ſuch a Piece would coſt in weaving about 145. 


| What would the Game Sort of Callicoe coſt weaving in Eng- 
and? | 


About 75, 6d. is the Average Price in England for weaving 
ſuch a Callicoe—the Spinning in England is Thirteen Pence, and 


in Ireland the ſame, in the Money of the reſpective Countries-— 


The Weaving and Spinning together is per Piece 35. cheaper in 
England than it is in Ireland, if made in the Country—but if 


made in Dublin would make 48. more. | 


What is the Value of a Piece of Twenty-eight Yards ? 
About 144. per Yard. 


WW 


How long did you carry on the Cotton Manufacture at Stock- 

port on your own Account ? | 5 

About Two or Three Vears by myſelf, and with others con- 
cerned with me. | | 


Was you induced to go to Ireland on a Belief that you could 
carry on your Buſineſs with greater Advantage there; or what was 
your Reaſon for going ? | | | 

I went there after the free Trade, with a View to get more 


Money th..n I could in England, 


Did you ereQ Mr. Arkwright's Machines in Ireland? | 

I xſt erected all the Hand Spinning Machines, ſuch as Carding 
Machines, Spinning Jennies, and after that I erected Mr, Ark- 
wright's Machiner y—they are now at work, and there were more 
See at work at the ManufaQtory at Malahide than any 
other Cotton Mill had at work in lreland, but more ate erecting 
in other Parts of the Kingdom Two more near Dublin, and One 


Was 
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Was the Buſineſs you carried on in Ireland as profitable as the 
Trade you carried on at Stockport ? VVV | 

I never caffied on any Trade in Ireland on my own Account, 
except making of Machinery worth about £.500, 


Did you leave a profitable Trade in England, to go to Ireland 
to carty on no Trade? ; | 

I went to make Machinery, as I thought there were few in Ire- 
land who underſtood that Branch; and as ſuch I began it and car- 


ried it on about Twelve Months. 


- Did any of your Partners goto Ireland with you? 
Not any. | | 


Was the Partnerſhip diſſolved ; 


All Partnerſhips and Connections J had in England were diſ- 
ſolved and ſettled, fo far as I was able. 


Had you ever any Bounty given you by the Linen Board in 
Ireland for your Ingenuity ? MN 1 

I had /. G0 given me by the Dublin Society for my Hand Ma- 
chinery, which was allowed to be the beſt that was erected at 
that Time in the Kingdom. a e 


Have you any Connection now in Ireland, or any Thoughts of 
returning there? | | | 

I have not, and I never intend returning there again, unleſs I 
am forced. —TI return God Thanks that I am here ſafe. 


What Danger did you incut in Ireland that you return 
Thanks for being here ſafe? 

I took my Idea from what I ſaw other Engliſhmen ſuffer, who 
went over at theſame Time, and ſome came after, and ſome went 
before, and many died z—becauſe they could not come back, 
they died of Grief, | 


Did you never know of any Cotton Wool being ſent over from 
England to Ireland to be ſpun there, and afterwards ſent back, 
and ſold at Manchelter ? | 

I never knew any ſo ſent and returned z but I was told in 
Ireland by Mr. Taylor, who went from Aſhton near Mancheſter, 
that he and his Partner had Yarn in the Cob not reeled, from 
Stockport, cheaper than he could make it himſelf in Ireland. 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 
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Mr. JOHN STEAD, in the Cotton Buſineſs, at 


Stockport, in Cheſhire. 
Have you ever carried on the Cotton Buſineſs any where but at 
Stockport? | | 
AG... .. l 
Where? 


In Ireland; firſt at Danse and then at Cpt. Brooke's at 
Proſperous. 


How long was you in Ireland? 
Two Years within a Month. 


To your Knowledge i is Cotton manufiQured cheaper or deuer 
in Ireland than in England ? 

When I was there (it was Two Years, or Two Years and a 
Half fince I came away) the Expence of mann Cotton 
was Ir there than it is here. 


State the relative Prices of the ManufaQuure i in the Two Coun- 
tries ? 

In my Buſineſs I can,—In preparing, carding, roving, and 
ſpinning, the Prices I had in Ireland were 14d. for ge und 
Hanks, and 164, for Eighteen Hanks, and ſo on, and I had all 
Sorts of Machinery found. In England I could do it for leſs 
Money, and find my own Machinery. 


When you was in Ireland, were Mr. Arkwright's Mills intro- 
duced ? 


In ſome ſmall Manner, but not in Perfection. 


You do not then ſpeak of ſpinning by Mr. Arkwright's Ma- 
Chine, but by the Machines uſed there before? 


Not by his Machine, but by thoſe uſed before. 


When you ſpeak of the Price of Spinning in England, do 9 
ſpeak of Mr. Arkwright' s Machine. 
Not at all. 


What Buſineſs do you carry on now, and where? 
I carry on the ſame Sort of Buſineſs on my own Account in 
— 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 
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Mr. JOSEPH BUTLER, employed in the valuing Eſtates, 
ſelling Timber and Bark ; lives at York, but is a great 
deal of his Time in the Southern Part of England. 


Do you know the comparative Price of Bark in England and 
in Ireland. | 

When Bark is £.4 per Ton in England we expect I. 6 per Toh 
in Ireland. —l1 have ſent a great deal of Bark there, and received 


that Price for it ;—when I could not get £.4 in England, I got 
L.6 in Ireland. 


From what Port in England do you ſend it, and to what Port 
in Ireland? 


I have ſent a great deal from Swanſea to Corke. 


What is the Freight from Swanſea to Corke per Ton? 
219. and ſometimes 275, 


Are there any other Charges on it ? 
Inſurance and Commiſſion, and ſome few Port Charges. 


What is the Amount of the Whole? 


From 304. to 405. juſt as we can agree with the Owners of the 
Veſſels. 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


The Committee being informed, That certain Journeymen Silk 
Weavers, of the City of London, were deſirous of being called to 
the Bar, in order to explain ſome Mattets to the Committee reſ- 
pecting the Prices paid in the Silk Manufacture in Ireland; they 
were ſeverally called in, and examined. 


MARK ASH, a Journeyman Silk Weaver in Church 
| Street, Mile End New Town, London. 


Do you know of any Difference in the Ptices paid to Journey- 
men Silk Weavers in Ireland, and in England? 

There is no Difference in the Price of Wages paid to the Jour- 
neymen here and there z—1I was in Ireland Twelve Years, and 
worked at my Trade all the TIM I was there, 

e "4 $ 


| Countries ? 
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Is the Harneſs found the Journeymen Silk Weavers in England 
by themſelves or by the Maſter ? N 
By the Maſter. 5 


Is that the Caſe alſo in Iceland ? 


It is. 


Do you know of any Diſpoſition amongſt the Journeymen 
Weavers in England to emigrate to Ireland? | 
f I never heard of it. 


When you ſay, that the Wages are the ſame, do you mean 
that they are the ſame in the different Currency of the Two 


Ves, in the Money of each Country. 


Whether a Journeyman Silk Weaver can get more Proviſion 
for the ſame Sum of Money in Dublin or in London. 

I have known it cheaper and dearer in Dublin than it is in 
London at particular Times—When I came away, in Dublin 
Bread was only Six Pound for One Shilling, which was about 
Two Years ago. wy | 


That was a Year of Scarcity ? 
It was ſo. 


| "Anſwer in general. a 
In general Proviſions are cheaper in Dublin than in London. 


Whether, under all Circumſtances, the Situation of an Iriſh 
Silk Weaver in Dublin or in London is the moſt comfortable to 
him ? 

In London—I have found it ſo. 


of what Country are you? 
An Engliſhman, 


And then he was directed to withdraw, 


— 


JOHN BO Ul. GER, lives in Shoreditch, London; he is 2 
1 Silk Weaver, an Iriſhman, and has been in 
ngland about Three Months. | ? 


Did you ever work az a Journeyman Silk Weaver in Ireland ? 
Is 


Les, many Years. 
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Is there any Difference in the Price paid to the Iriſn Silk 
Weaver in Ireland and England for the fame Work? 


There is z—the. Price is more in Ireland for many Works than 


itis in England :—There is more paid per Yard for ſome Works 
in the ich Way in Ireland than in England. te Ha 


Do you know any Articles for which leſs is paid in Ireland than 
in England? | | be 

There are ſome Articles in the Silk ManufaQure, very few 
of which are made, in which leſs is paid in Ireland than in 
England. 


Are Reeds and Harneſs found by the Journeyman Silk Weaver 
in Ireland ? 5 3 

No, by the Maſter 2 and every other Expence prepa- 
ratory to the putting the Work into the Loom is paid by the 
Maſter alſo. l \ 


What is your age? DE 
I amin the Fifty-firſt Year of my Age. 


Where did you firſt learn the Buſineſs of Weaving ? 
In Dublin; Iſerved Seven Years Apprenticeſhip to it there. 


- 


What were the Inducements or Expectations which led you 
to England? 4 | 

Becauſe I could get no Bread in Ireland, as no Buſineſs was 
carrying on there latterly. 


Have you found full Employ in England ? 
I have, | 


Did you ever follow any other Profeſſion beſides that of a Silk 
Manufacturer? 
Ves. | 


Was you ever in England before you came here this Time ? 
1 was z but never as a Working Man. 


What were your Inducements to come here to this Committee 
To-day ? 

My Inducements were, that I was required by the Commit- 
tee of the Working People to come, as I lately came from 
Ireland, and could tell what the Cuſtoms were there; as it 
nad been reported that it was ſaid by ſome of the Maſter 
Silk Weavers, or by ſome of the Journeymen Silk Weavers 
who have been examined here, that the Maſters in Ireland 


found no Tackling, but that the Working Silk Weavers found all 


Ee 2 their 
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* Tackling themſelves; and that was what I knew was not 


fo, for the Tackling is found in Ireland by the Maſter Silk Weaver 
as well as it is here? 


Where is that Meeting of Journeymen Silk Weavers held, 
who deſired you to come here ? 


I do not know. 


How long had you been out of Employment in Ireland before 
you came here? 


Twenty-five Months. 


What Buſineſs did you follow to earn your Bread during that 
Time? 


I lived moſtly on the Induſtry of my Wife and Children. 


—_Did you ſeek for Employ in the Weaving Branch during that 
ime 


Week]! — y. 


Had the Prices of Weaying fallen in that Time ? 


The Prices were as well paid as ever for any Tanga that was 
going on—they were as high, | 


In which Conntry, England or Ireland, can a Journeyman Silk 

Weaver, provided he 1s in full Employ, live thecheapelt ? 

I I muſt fay I have lived here cheaper than I could in Dublin on 
the ſame earnings.—The Reaſon is, if I had a Shilling, I could 
turn it to various Purpoſes in London, better than I could 14, 

in Dublin ;—I can buy Half a Pound of Meat here, or in ſmall 

Quantities, which I cannot do in Ireland ;—my Rent and Lodg- 

ing is full as cheap here, and more comfortable. 


Is Meat by the Pound of the ſame Price i in Dublin and Lon- 
dn? 


In the laſt Spring, in Dublin, Beef was 45d, or 5d. per 


Pound—]I can buy Beef for 434 in London which is very good 
fer a Working Man. 


Is Meat as cheap in Dublin as it is in London ? 


In the ſlauglitering Time, and in great Quantities, it is vaſtly 
. cheaper i in | Dublin and Corke, and other Parts of the Kingdom. 


What 1s the Price 1 in other Seaſons ? 
Full as dear as it is in London; and Mutton is as dear. 


For what can you buy the coarſer Parts of the Bullock per 
Pound here in London ? 


' gave 33d. laſt Week for a * coarſe Part. NEE IE 
Could 


| * 0s } 


. Could you buy that coarſe Part in Dublin ſeparate from the 
finer Parts? 
Tes. 


At what Price? | 
In ſlaughtering Time ſomewhat cheaper; but in the Spring at 
34. per Ib. 


Have you brought your Wife and Family with you to England? 
No; but I mean to ſend for them. 


Can you buy ſmaller Quantities of Meat in London than in 
Dublin? 


Yes, I can; if I have not Money to buy a whole Joint in 
Dublin, I muſt buy a very coarſe inferior Bit. | 


And then he was directed to withdraw. 


To report a Progreſs, &c. 


